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Court Appointed Special Advocates of Pima County faces increased need for volunteer 
child advocates 

 

(TUCSON, Ariz.—November 7, 2012) With more than 2,750 children in Pima County living in 
foster homes, shelters, group homes and with relatives, Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) of Pima County has an even greater need for volunteers to advocate for children in 
court.  
 
The number of children coming into foster care in Pima County has reached a record high. By 
August of this year, the number had already exceeded the total for all of 2011.  
 
We invite the Arizona Daily Star to see firsthand the impact a CASA has on a child’s life, by 
talking with volunteer Marcia, of Tucson, and her formerly appointed foster child Tonisha. 
Marcia came into Tonisha’s life when she was 15 years old and in great need of an advocate. The 
two still share a close bond today. They hope that sharing their story will inspire more people to 
become CASA volunteers. 
 
“Children in foster care must often spend years of their lives moving from house to house and 
school to school,” said CASA of Pima County recruiter Jill LaBrie. “They often lose their trust in 
people because so many times people don’t remain in their lives. The CASA is the one consistent 
person in a child’s life and advocates on their behalf.”  
 
CASA of Pima County currently has 113 CASA volunteers serving 144 children. There is an 
urgent need for more volunteers to advocate for the foster children of Pima County. 
 
For more information on CASA of Pima County, or how you can volunteer, contact Katie 
Mayer, Marketing & Community Outreach Specialist, at 602-452-3683 or visit 
www.azcourts.gov/casa. 
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More about CASA: 

 CASA = Court Appointed Special Advocate 
 Arizona CASA Program was established as a statewide program in 1985 
 CASA is operated locally in all 15 counties throughout Arizona 
 Member of the National CASA Association  

 
CASA volunteers: 

 Volunteers must be at least 21 years old 
 Volunteers go through a rigorous screening process including interviews, reference 

check, a fingerprint check, and polygraph exam 
 Volunteers are asked to make a commitment to one case until its conclusion, typically 

involving 10-20 hours per month 
 Volunteers must complete 30 hours of pre-service training 
 CASA volunteers are advocates, not mentors.  Their objective is to help the court 

system determine the best outcome for the child 
 CASA volunteers try to build a 360-degree view of the child and his or her 

surroundings. To do this, they meet with teachers, counselors, physicians, and 
guardians 

 CASA volunteers work to ensure that children are in safe, permanent homes where they 
can thrive.  
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