
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Pinal County Hosts First Pinal County Adoption Day  
“Celebrating a Family for Every Child” 

 
 

Pinal County Superior Court joined courts across the country by opening its doors on Saturday, 
November 3rd in honor of National Adoption Month.  In all, twenty-two families finalized 
adoptions of thirty-one children in Pinal County on Saturday. Approximately 157 children have 
been adopted in Pinal County so far this year.  
 
This is the first time Pinal County has participated in National Adoption Month.  A reception was 
held on the Courthouse steps with a short Celebration Ceremony & Balloon Launch bringing the 
day to a close. Near 400 families, court staff and volunteers came together to celebrate the 
adoptions. 
 
Pinal County Adoption Day was sponsored by a coalition of partners – Pinal County Superior 
Court Pinal County Clerk of the Court, Juvenile Court Services, and its Community Advisory 
Board, Pinal Council for CASA/Foster, Inc, Pinal County Bar Association, Pinal County 
Attorney’s Office, Child Protective Services, Assistant Attorney General’s Office, Contract and 
Private Attorneys (Delana Fuller and Tamera Shanker).  Judge Brenda Oldham, Judge Craig 
Raymond and Judge Teresa Ratliff presided over the adoptions.  
 
Since 2000, National Adoption Day has grown from nine events in its first year to more than 400 
events last year with nearly 4,800 adoptions finalized across the United States.   
The goal of the Pinal County Adoption Day was to celebrate and honor all families that adopt,  
raise awareness about the children in foster care waiting for adoption, encourage others to adopt 
children from foster care and build collaboration among local adoption agencies, courts and 
advocacy organizations.  
 

   
Judge Brenda Oldham presides over Adoption 
hearing 

Families participate in the Balloon launch 
during National Adoption Day.  White Balloons 
signified children that have been adopted in 
Pinal County this year.  
 

 
Contact:           Donna McBride 

Pinal County Juvenile Court Services 
Program Administrator  II / Public Information Officer 
520-866-4098 (Office) 
DMcBride@courts.az.gov 
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