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Arizona’s judicial history echoes the pioneering spirit of the first American set-

tlers to break ground in her fertile soil. Though barely a century old, it is an epic 

story of individuals blazing a trail through seemingly insurmountable obstacles, 

all in the pursuit of one unifying goal...a better life not only for themselves, or 

their families, but for all Arizonans.  

 

Join us in a celebration of the lives of seven prominent members of Arizona’s ju-

diciary. Learn about the impact their careers have had on not only Arizona’s gov-

ernment, but that of the entire nation.  The Committee on Judicial Education and 

Training (COJET) and the Education Services Division offer a look into the lives 

of Hons.  Hayzel B. Daniels, Lorna Lockwood, Thomas Tang, Valdemar Cor-

dova, William Rehnquist, Sandra Day O’Connor, and Francis X. Gordon., in a 

compelling video series produced and directed by Hon. Wendy Morton. 

 

The series is available online in the Video Center of the Education Services Divi-

sion’s section of the azcourts.gov website. Simply go to www.azcourts.gov and 

enter the words “Video Center” in the search field in the upper right-hand corner. 

The link will take you to the Division’s Video Center, where you’ll find links to 

view these videos online. 

 

A Tradition of Progress 

A History of Excellence 



Arizona Legends of the Law: Valdemar Aguirre Cordova

: Valdemar Aguirre Cordova was born December 6, 1922, in Phoenix, and passed away June 18,
1988. He served in the·8th Air Force in Ipswitch, Pahrham Airdrome. He flew B-17 combat

. mission~ in Gennany. On January 29, 1944, he was shot down over Frankfurt and was captured.
He was interned at Stalag Luft 1 for one and a half years. After the war, Cordova got his
education through the GJ Bill. He attended Arizona State College, and then the.University of
Arizona Law School. Cordova was a member of Thunderbird American Legion Post 41, which
helped to end discrimination in housing in Phoenix. He served on the Phoenix City Council from
1955-59.

In 1979, President Jimmy Carter appointed Cordova as the first Mexican ,American Federal
Judge in the U.S. District Court of Arizona.

. In 1986 the Los Abogados Hispanic Bar Association established a scholarship to be given

. annually in Judge Cordova's name. The scholarships are given in partnership to the University of
Arizona and Arizona State University law students in recognition of their commitment to
community service and service to the Latino community.

: Federal Judicial Service:
: Judge,U. S. District Court, District of Arizona

Nominated by Jimmy Carter on April 30, 1979, to a new seat created by 92 Stat. 1629;
Confirmed by the Senate on June 19,1979, and received commission on June 21, 1979.

, Assumed senior status on April 20, 1984. Service terminated on June 18,1988, due to death.

Education:
University of Arizona College ofLaw, J.D., 1950

Professional Career:
U.S. Army, 1940-1945
Private practice, Phoenix, 1950-1965
Superior Court Judge, Maricopa County, 1965-1967

. Private practice, Phoenix, 1967-1976
Superior Court Judge, Maricopa County, 1976-1979
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PHOEN IX.. ARIZONA 8~02!5

de la Escuela de Leyes de la universidad en el ana
de 1949, fechas en las cuales el Sr. Valdemar Cor
dova doblaoa sus estudios con el deseo' de obtener~

rapidamente su titulo. Fue catalogado como el nu
mera dos en los examenes de 1a Barra de Abogados
en el anode 1950, llevando consigo reconocimientos
especiales como ganador de "Moot Court Competi':'
tjon'~ de 1948. .

Valdemar Cordova is a man given "to simplicity and
dedication .in the fulfillment 'of ,the Laws of, the
United States of North America 'which are based
on the protection of its Citizens. Valdemar Cordova,
in spite of having been born during the years of the
Great Depression and having been refused. service ..
in certain establishments just for the simple reason
of being a l\1exican-American,· only ,f~lt the need to
excel and to gain knowledge. that would lead him to
progress. During his years as a student at Phoenix
U'nien High School he achieved recognition as a
dedicated -student, but feeling the desire to better
serve his Country, he enlisted as a volunteer in the
Air Force in the year 1940, becoming a pilot and
being the recipient of recognitions of honor. He
took p.art in the Second World War. He won medals
of distinction for heroism, such as the Purple Heart,
etc. He was taken prisoner and spent one and a
half years as a Prisoner of War at Stalag Luftl Berth
in Germany. In 1945, his military service ende~

\vith honors.
\laldemar Cordova decided that he would like to
understand his Country's laws better so he became a
student in the College of Law of the 'University of
Arizona, maintaining an "A" avera~e during his
law studies. He \vas elected Student Body President
with the College of Law in the year 1949. During
his law student days at the University, he often
doubled up on his courses-in order to more rapidly
earn his deQ:ree.ln 1950, when his class took the

. State Bar Examination.. he came out second. being
the recipient, of several honors, such as winner of
the UMoot Court" Competition.
Judge Valdemar Cordova'belong:s to tens of service
organizations and activities. He has been the object
of several special recognitions and his services as
Judge of the-Superior Court of Maricopa County left
a record of honesty and integrity. Thus~ in the year
1978 by means of the Retention Ballot, he was asked
to serve additional terms. It was in the year of 1979
that Senator Dennis De Concini recommended him
for Judge of the Federal District Court. His nomin
ation was approved by the U. S. Senate the same
yeare Federal Judge Valdemar Cordova, who to
gether with his wife Gloria and children 'Kenneth
Valerie and Lexia, is an example of the desire fo;
progress that is accomplished through great sacrifice .
but that in the end the reward is a great feeling of
success and the knowledge of having served.

,VALDEMAR A. CORDOVA
u.s. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE

DISTRICT OF ARIZONA

TELEPHONE 261·3~09

VALDEMAR CORDOVA
Juez

Valdemar Cordova, un hombre de senci1l6z y dedi
cacion al cumplimiento de Las Leyes de Estado
Unidos de Norteamerica que tienen sus bases. en la ,
proteccion haciael ciudadano~ Valdemar Cordova,
a pesar de haber nacido en los alios de duradepres
ion y de haberlesido rehusado el servicio en lugares
por 'el solo hecho de ·ser lVlexico-Americano, no
sintio mas que eI·deseo de superaci6n y conocirniento
hacia el progreso. Dentro'de su carrera como estu
diante de la escuelasuperior, Phoenix High, logro
reconocimientos como un estudiante dedicado, pero
sintiendo los deseos de servir mejor asu patria se
enlisto como voluntario' para servir en la Fuerza
.~erea en el ano de 1940 llegando a ser un piloto
can reconocimientos honorificos.ParticipO en la'
Segunda, Guerra Mundial, recibiendo·.medallas hon
orificas de gran heroisffio comoeICorazon Morado
"'Purple Heart.'"Fue' prisionero de guerra en Stalag
Luft I, Berth en Alernania par espacio de un ano y
media. Termine su servicio militar~on honoresen
eI ana de 1945~.

Valdemar Cordova decidi6 conocer .mas las leves de
su pais y' paso a formar parte de los. estudia;tes de
Leyes de la Universidad de Arizona manteniendo
durante todo su periodo educativo .:calificaci6n de
L/, A." Fue electo a ser presidente de los estudiantes

230 NORTH FIRST AVENUE
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- Cordova, B2"But the board - indeed, the voters - have

Although LI.S. District 'J~dg:e Valdemar A. Cordova's ruling
in favor of a plan _t~a~ m.aY:·lead to demolition of ,his' alma,
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