
 
 IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

____________________________________ 
 
 
 
In the Matter of: ) 
 ) 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ) Administrative Order 
TASK FORCE ON THE ARIZONA ) No. 2014 - 116 
RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE )  
 )   
____________________________________) 
 

 This Court’s Strategic Agenda, Advancing Justice Together: Courts and Communities, 
includes the review of certain Arizona court rules to restyle, simplify, and clarify the rules.  This 
Court has recently adopted restyled Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure, Rules of Evidence, and 
Justice Court Rules of Civil Procedure.  A complete review of the Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure 
will build upon these previous rule-related projects. 

 
 Arizona court rules require periodic review and revision to keep pace with technology, to 
accommodate changing case management systems, and to ensure that our courts are accessible to 
litigants, whether represented by counsel or self-represented.  Language in long-established court 
rules may be archaic, and modernizing the style and format of rules can make them more 
comprehensible and user-friendly for litigants, judges, and attorneys.  The Arizona Rules of Civil 
Procedure were first adopted in 1956, and although various rules have since be added or revised, 
a comprehensive review of the rules would now be beneficial. 
 
  Now, therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Section 3 of the Arizona Constitution,  
 

IT IS ORDERED as follows:  
 
1.  The Task Force on the Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure is established.  
 
2.  PURPOSE:  The Task Force shall review the Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure to 

identify possible changes to conform to modern usage, to clarify and simplify language, and to 
avoid unintended variation from language in counterpart federal rules.  These changes should 
promote access to the courts and the resolution of cases without unnecessary cost, delay, or 
complexity.  The Task Force shall seek input from various interested persons and entities with the 
goal of submitting a rules petition by January 2016 with respect to any proposed rule changes.     

 
3.  MEMBERSHIP:  The individuals listed in Appendix A are appointed as members of 

the Task Force beginning upon entry of this Order and ending on December 31, 2016.  The Chief 
Justice may appoint additional members as may be necessary.  
  



 
4.  MEETINGS:  Task Force meetings shall be scheduled at the discretion of the Chair.  

All meetings shall comply with the Arizona Code of Judicial Administration § 1-202: Public 
Meetings.  

 
5.  STAFF:  The Administrative Office of the Courts shall provide staff for the Task Force and 

shall assist the Task Force in developing recommendations and in preparing any necessary reports and 
petitions.  
 

Dated this 24th day of November, 2014. 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
SCOTT BALES 
Chief Justice 

  



 
Appendix A 

 
TASK FORCE ON ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

 

Co-Chair 
William G. Klain 
Lang & Klain, P.C. 

Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Co-Chair 
David Rosenbaum 

Osborn Maledon, P.A. 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 

 
 

Members 
 
Pamela Bridge 
Community Legal Services 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Andrew Jacobs 
Snell & Wilmer 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Rebecca Herbst 
Arizona Attorney General 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Milton W. Hathaway, Jr. 
Murphy, Schmitt, Hathaway & Wilson 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 

Cathy O’Grady 
Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Hon. Peter Swann 
Arizona Court of Appeals, Division 1 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 

Brian Pollack 
Lewis Roca Rothgerber 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Hon. Randy Warner 
Maricopa County Superior Court 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 

Jodi Fuerhelm 
Perkins Coie 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Hon. Douglas Metcalf 
Pima County Superior Court 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Dev Sethi 
Kinerk, Schmidt & Sethi  
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Hon. Mark Moran 
Coconino County Superior Court  
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 

Greg Sakall  
Goldberg and Osborne  
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 
 

Hon. Michael Jeanes 
Superior Court Clerk 
Term Expires:  December 31, 2016 

 


