
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

___________________________________ 

 

 

 

In the Matter of: ) 

 ) 

ACCESS TO RECORDS FOR ) Administrative Order 

PRETRIAL RISK ASSESSMENT ) No. 2014 - 25 

STUDY ) 

 ) 

____________________________________) 

 

The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) has entered into a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with the Laura and John Arnold Foundation (Foundation) to implement 

and evaluate a pretrial risk assessment tool as a pilot project in the Superior Court in Gila 

County, the Superior Court in Mohave County, the Superior Court in Pinal County, the Superior 

Court in Yuma County, and the Mesa Municipal Court.  Under the MOU, the Foundation or 

individuals it designates will be provided records, information, data, and access to staff relevant 

to the Foundation’s research, evaluation, and development of the risk assessment tool.  These 

records, data, and information are confidential pursuant to Rule 123(d)(2)(A) and (B), Rules of 

the Supreme Court. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-1750(G)(9), the secondary dissemination of criminal 

history records required for this research was approved by the Arizona Department of Public 

Safety on February 21, 2014. 

 

Therefore, pursuant to the Article VI, Sections 3 and 5, of the Arizona Constitution, as 

well as Rule 123(d)(2)(A) and (B), Rules of the Supreme Court, 

 

IT IS ORDERED that the AOC and all participating pilot courts are authorized to provide 

the records, information and data identified in the MOU to the Foundation. 

 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, consistent with the MOU and as a condition of receiving 

records, information, and data under this Administrative Order, the Foundation shall: 

 

1. Comply with all applicable privacy, confidentiality, and data protection laws and 

court rules; 

 

2. Not make any disclosures to third parties in violation of these laws and rules; 

 

3. Not disseminate or disclose any personally identifiable information to any other 

organization or individual, other than the AOC, pilot courts, and the Foundation’s 

staff, researchers, contractors, or consultants; 

 

4. Present data and findings in aggregated form for any and all reports or publications 

produced as a part of this project; 

 



5. Secure from public access all records, information, and data provided; 

 

6. Use the records, data, and information only for research pursuant to the agreement; 

 

7. Not release any records, data, and information that could be used to identify a specific 

defendant and; 

 

8. Return all records, data, and information provided by the pilot courts and the AOC to 

the AOC for destruction on termination of the MOU between the Foundation and the 

AOC. 

 

Dated this 5
th

 day of March, 2014 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

REBECCA WHITE BERCH 

Chief Justice 

 

 


