
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
____________________________________ 

 
 
 
In the Matter of:    ) 
 ) 
SUPREME COURT RULE 39  ) Administrative Order 
LIMITED LAW PRACTICE - LAW  ) No. 2020 - 80 
GRADUATES )  
 )   
 )   
____________________________________) 
 
 Due to concern for the spread of COVID-19 in the general population, the Governor of the 
State of Arizona has declared a statewide public health emergency pursuant to A.R.S. § 26-303 
and in accordance with A.R.S. § 26-301(15).   
 
 On April 6, 2020, the Supreme Court entered “Order Amending Rule 39 of the Arizona 
Rules of the Supreme Court on an Emergency Basis” (the “Order”).  Among other things, the 
Order authorized the limited practice of law by law graduates upon the individual meeting certain 
conditions. 
 
 One of the conditions is that the law graduate sit for the first Arizona uniform bar 
examination for which the law graduate is eligible (Rule 39 (c)(5)(G)(vi)).  Arizona is scheduled 
to administer the uniform bar examination on July 28 and 29, 2020. 
 
 The Court understands that some eligible law graduates may have concerns about sitting 
for the July 2020 bar examination given  the  current  health emergency.  While law graduates will 
eventually have to decide when to take the bar exam or lose their eligibility under this rule, a 
temporary exception to this specific Rule 39 condition is warranted.  
 
  Therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Sections 3 of the Arizona Constitution, 
 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
 

(1) A law graduate, who is eligible to sit for the July 2020 bar examination and who 
otherwise satisfies the requirements of Rule 39(c)(5)(G), may continue the limited 
practice of law as authorized by Rule 39(c)(5)(G) provided the law graduate sits 
for their first uniform bar examination no later than February 2021.  
 

(2) To continue the limited practice of law if the law graduate does not sit for the July 
2020 bar examination, the law graduate must file a notice with the Clerk of the 
Supreme Court and the Committee on Examinations prior to July 28, 2020.  The 
notice shall state that because of concerns related to COVID-19, the law graduate 



  

has elected not to sit for the July 2020 uniform bar examination and intends to sit 
for a uniform bar examination no later than the February 2021.  

 
(3) No other provision of Rule 39 as adopted by the Order is modified by the terms 

of this Administrative Order. 
    

Dated this 21st day of May, 2020. 
 
 

 
__________________________________ 
ROBERT BRUTINEL 
Chief Justice 

  
 


