CASE PROCESSING STANDARDS ANALYSIS

CRIMINAL - MISDEMEANOR

National Center for State Courts Model Time Standards:

75% within 60 days
90% within 90 days
98% within 180 days

Measurement: Filing of complaint through disposition (e.g., dismissal, sentencing)

75% within 60 days
90% within 90 days

sentencing)

ﬁzona Criminal - Misdemeanor \
The Arizona Case Processing Standards Steering Committee recommends that Arizona adopt the

national model time standard as follows:

98% within 180 days
v Criminal traffic cases are included.
v Criminal local ordinances cases are included.
v" DUI cases are excluded; these cases have separate case processing goals.

Measurement: Filing of complaint through disposition (e.g., dismissal, acquittal or judgment and

\ The following time will be excluded from measurement: warrant time, Rule 1y

competency issues, diversion and special action/appeals.

COMMENT: These standards are based on the assumption that most of these cases are resolved
without an attorney. These standards should be revisited if penalties on misdemeanor cases continue
to become more stringent and attorney involvement increases.

Arizona Rules and Statutes

Timelines under Statute and Rule

Complaint Filed:

(Measurement Starts Here if Complaint has been filed)

Initial Appearance:
Rule 4.1, Ariz.R.Crim.p.}

Rule 4.2(b), Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Rule 14.1(e), Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Initial Appearance held within 24 hours of arrest

Initial Appearance and Arraignment: At initial appearance

defendant may be arraigned in the manner prescribed by Rule 14, if
counsel is present or waived.

Combined Proceedings: When the first court appearance occurs after

the filing of the complaint, the arraignment may be held in
conjunction with the initial appearance before the magistrate, if the
initial appearance is held in the trial court. If the initial appearance is
not held in trial court, the defendant shall be ordered to appear for
arraignment in the trial court within 10 days, and written notice of the
arraignment date shall be delivered to defendant.

Arraignment:
Rule 14.1(a), Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Defendant in custody: Arraignment shall be held within 10 days

* Timelines or rules are different for superior court.
! Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure
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Arizona Rules and Statutes

Timelines under Statute and Rule

Rule 14.1(c), Ariz.R.Crim.P.

after filing of complaint.
Defendant not in custody: Arraignment shall be held within 30 days
after filing of complaint.

Exceptions: An arraignment need not be held in cases where:

The defendant’s attorney has appeared and entered a plea of not
guilty, or the court permits a defendant to enter a plea of not guilty by
mail and receive a court date by mail.*

Pre-Trial Conference:
Rule 16.5, Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Rule 17.1, Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Rule 17.1(a)(3),
Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Rule 17.1(a)(4),
Ariz.R.Crim.P.

The purpose of the pretrial conference is to provide a forum for the
fair and orderly disposition of cases without trial. If the case cannot be
disposed without a trial the court may set a date certain for trial.

A plea of guilty or no contest may be accepted by a court having
jurisdiction to try the offense. Such plea shall be accepted only when
made by the defendant personally, unless the defendant is a
corporation, in which case the plea may be entered by counsel or a
corporate officer.

Telephonic Pleas: The court may accept a telephonic plea of guilty or
no contest. *

Pleas by Mail: The courts can accept pleas by mail to a misdemeanor
or petty offense if the court is satisfied that a personal appearance by
the defendant would constitute an undue hardship.*

Discovery:
Rule 15.1 (c), Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Rule 15.1(e), Ariz.R.Crim.P.
Rule 15.2(d)(2),

Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Rule 10.1(a), Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Supplemental Disclosure: of evidence by the prosecutor must occur
at the first pre-trial conference.*

Additional Disclosure Upon Request: Prosecutor shall provide
within 30 days upon written request.

Time for Disclosure by Defendant: 20 days after prosecutor’s
disclosure pursuant to Rule 15.1(b).*

Change of Judge: Prior to the commencement of a hearing or trial,
the state or any defendant shall be entitled to a change of judge if a fair
and impartial hearing or trial cannot be had by reason of the interest or
prejudice of the assigned judge.

Trial:

Rule 8.2, Ariz.R.Crim.P.
[Excluded time, such as a
competency determination, are
specified in Rule 8.4]

Defendant in custody: Within 150 days from arraignment

Defendant not in custody: Within 180 days from arraignment

Sentencing:
Rule 26.3(a), Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Sentence may be pronounced immediately upon determination of guilt
unless the court on its own motion, or upon request of the party or
victim, orders that sentence should be pronounced at a later date, not
more than 30 days after determination of guilt.*
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Arizona Rules and Statutes

Timelines under Statute and Rule

Rule 26.3(b), Ariz.R.Crim.P.

Pre-Sentence Hearing: If a pre-sentencing hearing is requested under

Rule 26.7, or if good cause is shown, the trial court may reset the date

of the sentencing within 60 days after determination of guilt.
(Measurement Stops Here)

* Timelines or rules are different for superior court.
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SUPERIOR COURT

MISDEMEANOR TIMELINE

NCSC Model Time Standards
75% with in 60 days — 90% within 90 days — 98% within 180 days

In Custody

Out of Custody

Initial Appearance
Within 24 hours of arrest

Complaint Filed
(Measurement Starts Here)

10 Days

30 Days

+10 Estimate +10

|

|

Arraignment Held
May be held in connection with Initial Appearance
If guilty pleas taken and sentence imposed,
(Measurement Ends Here)

Supplemental Disclosure by Prosecutor
Occurs at 1 pre-trial conference

Additional Disclosure
30 days after written request

Defendant’s Disclosure
20 days after prosecutor’s disclosure

Trial
Defendant in custody:
Within 150 days from arraignment
Defendant not in custody:
With 180 days from arraignment

20 Days 40 Days
| |
+30 +30
v v
50 Days 90 Days

|
+20 +20
} |
70 Days 90 Days
+30 +30
100 Days 120 Days

Sentencing
Immediately upon determination of guilt or 30
days after
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