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PARENTING PLAN INFORMATION
A.R.S. § 25-401 defines legal decision-making and parenting time as follows:
1. 
"Legal Decision-Making" means the legal right and responsibility to make all nonemergency legal decisions for a child including those regarding education, health care, religious training, and personal care decisions. 

2. 
"Joint Legal Decision-Making" means both parents share decision-making and neither parent's rights or responsibilities are superior except with respect to specified decisions as set forth by the court or the parents in the final judgment or order.  

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE: Per A.R.S § 25-403.09, an award of joint legal decision-making or a substantially equal parenting time plan does not diminish the responsibility of either parent to provide for the support of the child.  Also note that joint legal decision-making does not necessarily mean equal parenting time.  A.R.S. § 25-403.02(E)
3.
"Sole Legal Decision-Making" means one parent has the legal right and responsibility to make major decisions for a child.
4. 
"Parenting Time" means the schedule of time during which each parent has access to a child at specified times.  Each parent during their scheduled parenting time is responsible for providing the child with food, clothing, and shelter, and may make routine decisions concerning the child’s care.  

You may view the “Parenting Time Guidelines” online at the Arizona Supreme Court’s website:

(English)  http://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/34/Booklets/AOCDRD1H.pdf
(Spanish) http://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/34/AOCDRD1HS.pdf 
Drafting a Parenting Plan:

The written parenting plan pays attention to how the parents will make decisions pertaining to the child(ren)’s education, health care, religious training, and personal care; it is a blend of specific information with generalized plans of action.  It should reflect what the parents are currently doing or what they actually plan to do.  It should reflect a commitment to the minor child(ren)'s needs as predominant. 

If the parents cannot agree on a plan for legal decision-making or parenting time, each parent must submit a proposed parenting plan.  A.R.S. § 25-403.02(A)
In order for the court to approve a parenting plan, A.R.S. § 25-403.02 requires the court to make the following findings:

a. 
The best interests of the minor child(ren) are served;

b.
The plan designates legal decision-making as joint or sole;

c. 
The plan sets forth each parent's rights and responsibilities for the personal care of the minor child(ren) and for decisions in areas such as education, health care, and religious training;

d. 
The plan provides a practical schedule of parenting time for the child, including holidays and school vacations;

e.
The plan includes a procedure for exchanges of the child, including location and responsibility for transportation;

f. 
The plan includes a procedure by which proposed changes, disputes and alleged breaches may be mediated or resolved;

g.
The plan includes a procedure for periodic review (e.g., parents agree to review the terms of the agreement every 12 months.);

h. 
The plan includes a procedure for communicating with each other about the child, including methods and frequency;

i.      The plan includes a statement that each party has read, understands, and will abide by the notification requirements of A.R.S. § 25-403.05(B). (A parent must immediately notify the other parent if the parent knows that a convicted/registered sex offender or a person who has been convicted of a dangerous crime against children may have access to the child.  Notice must be provided (i) by first class mail, return receipt requested, (ii) by electronic means to an e-mail address the recipient provided to the parent for notification purposes, or (iii) by other communication accepted by the court.) 

The following questions may be used as a starting place when drafting a parenting plan:

1. 
The geographical location of the parents:  Where do parents live relative to one another?  What are their addresses?  Permanent or temporary?

2. 
Arrangements regarding the residential requirements of the minor child(ren): How much time will the minor child(ren) spend with each parent?  Be as specific as possible, including days and times.

3. 
Arrangements for holidays and vacations:  What are your plans for summer vacation and school breaks?  List specific details including dates and times.

4. 
Arrangements for education:  How will decisions be made for educational matters?  For example, if preschool age, what school will the minor child(ren) attend?  If private school, who pays what?

5.
Additional transportation arrangements: Will any additional transportation arrangements be needed?  If so, what will be the responsibilities of each parent?

6.
Determinations regarding minor child(ren)'s health care:  For example, how will medical decisions be made?  Who will provide insurance?  How are non-insured expenses paid?  Who decides on seeking non-emergency treatment?  Is there a dental plan?  If not, who will pay what?

7.
Arrangements regarding extraordinary expenses: For example, what financial arrangements are made for the minor child(ren) (such as each sharing extraordinary expenditures and the parent with whom the minor child(ren) resides bearing the ordinary ones during the minor child(ren)'s residency)? A fixed amount per month?

8.
Arrangements for minor child(ren)'s religious training, if any:  For example, how will decisions be made for religious training?  What, if any, are the plans for religious training?

9. 
Any other factors: What other arrangements (such as music lessons, sports/activity fees, camp or Scouts) are needed?
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