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LIMITED JURISDICTION COURTS 

Narrative Summary 

 

 

This section combines data from both Justice of the Peace and Municipal Courts and 

presents them statewide and by county.  These data are intended for users who are concerned only 

with types of limited jurisdiction cases, irrespective of the specific court in which they occurred.  

Justice of the Peace and Municipal Courts are examined individually in subsequent sections. 

 

Total filings (including transfers in) increased 5.3% in FY 2008, from 2,451,148 last year 

to 2,582,145. Traffic cases comprised the majority (70.6%) of the filings in Limited Jurisdiction 

Courts.  Total traffic filings (criminal and civil) increased by 6.7%, from 1,708,637 last year to 

1,823,839 in FY 2008.  Criminal filings (misdemeanors and felonies) decreased by 1.7%, from 

390,364 in FY 2007 to 383,563 in FY 2008.  

 

Petitions for orders of protection in domestic violence cases decreased from 23,496 in FY 

2007 to 21,960 in FY 2008, a decrease of 6.5%. Petitions for injunctions against harassment 

decreased, from 19,862 in FY 2007 to 19,372 in FY 2008, a decrease of 2.5%. 

 

Total dispositions (including transfers) increased by 4.3%, from 2,523,707 last year to 

2,632,863 in FY 2008.  Traffic dispositions (criminal and civil) increased by 6.0% while criminal 

dispositions (misdemeanor and felony) increased by 0.5 % from last year.  Only 11.7% of the 

orders of protection and 15.3% of the harassment petitions ruled upon were denied. 

 

 The total pending caseload figure increased from 1,596,402 in FY 2007 to 1,624,795 in FY 

2008, an increase of 1.8%.  Most of the increase was in the civil category, which increased from 

101,006 in FY 2007 to 124,536 in FY 2008, an increase of 23.3%. The civil traffic category also 

increased, from 342,146 in FY 2007 to 354,275 in FY 2008, which was an increase of 3.5%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Some of the FY 2007 figures may not correspond to figures published in last year's 

Data Report due to corrected information received subsequent to publication of the Report.  
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