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COURT ANNUAL CASE ACTIVITY  

Narrative Summary 

 

 

Total filings (including transfers in) increased by 5.4% in FY 2008, from 2,668,140 in  

FY 2007 to 2,811,646 in FY 2008.  

 

Criminal filings decreased from 451,490 in FY 2007 to 446,360 in FY 2008, a decrease of 

1.1%.  Civil filings increased 12.1%, from 334,741 in FY 2007 to 375,303 in FY 2008.  Traffic 

filings (applicable only in justice and municipal courts) increased by 6.7%, from 1,708,637 last 

year to 1,823,839 in FY 2008. 

 

Total dispositions (including transfers out) increased by 4.4% from 2,733,373 in FY 2007 

to 2,853,461 in FY 2008.  

 

Orders of protection petitions decreased 2.7%, from 33,240 in FY 2007 to 32,334 in FY 

2008. Emergency orders of protection decreased 30.1%, from 113 last year to 79 in FY 2008. 

Injunctions against harassment petitions decreased 1.5%, from 22,058 in FY 2007 to 21,725 in FY 

2008. 

 

The total number of trials held in the Arizona courts increased in FY 2008 by 2.1% from 

39,305 last year to 40,162 in FY 2008.  The vast majority were court trials in limited jurisdiction 

courts.   

 

  There were 1,151 cases filed (including 59 reopened cases) in the Arizona Tax Court 

during FY 2008, representing a 25.7% increase from the 916 cases filed in FY 2007.  Arizona Tax 

Court filings are reported in Superior Court category in the statewide totals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

Some of the FY 2007  figures may not correspond to figures published in last year's 

Data Report due to corrected information received subsequent to publication of the Report. 

Statistical reports received from courts are checked for mathematical accuracy, but are not 

audited by the Supreme Court. 















 

Statewide Summaries     8 

 

 COURT REVENUE 

 Statewide Narrative Summary 

 

The statewide revenue data is provided here for each level of the Arizona courts. 

The first table shows the source and distribution of revenues collected by courts.  The 

figures were compiled from probation fee reports and the quarterly revenue surveys 

distributed by the Supreme Court for FY 2008.  Major revenue categories shown 

represent monies collected from four sources: 

 

FINES, SANCTIONS, FORFEITURES:  Revenue from monetary 

penalties assessed in criminal, traffic, and juvenile matters, and bond 

monies that were forfeited; 

 

SURCHARGES:  Revenue from monetary assessments authorized by 

statute above and beyond criminal and traffic penalties and certain civil 

and other fees; 

 

FEES:  Revenue from collectible fees for services of the court and 

chargeable aspects of case processing; 

 

OTHER REVENUE:  Revenue from sources not otherwise specified. 

 

Total revenue collected by the Arizona courts increased from $358,475,845 in  

FY 2007 to $381,970,387 in FY 2008, an increase of 6.6%. 

 

The first table shows that the fines category accounts for $145,060,204, or 38.0% 

of the total.  Fees make up the second largest segment of court revenue, totaling 

$144,867,202, or 37.9%.  The third largest revenue category is surcharges, with 

$89,358,245 or 23.4% of the total revenue. 

 

The second table shows that FY2008 court revenue, as in previous years, is 

distributed fairly evenly among the state, counties, and municipalities (30.2%-37.9%), 

and that Municipal Courts generate a little over half of all court revenue ($192,874,516, 

or 50.5%).  The third table (on the same page) shows that the Arizona courts processed 

$132,460,991 in "pass-through" trust monies, of which restitution accounted for 

$18,202,010 of the total.  The majority collected was in “bail bonds”, which represents 

50.9% of the total. 

 

The establishment of a central support payment clearinghouse to receive, disburse and 

monitor support payments pursuant to title IV-D of the Social Security Act, which started 

to take effect in FY 1998, has moved all child support payments from the courts to the 

Department of Economic Security.  The courts only collected $65,534 in FY 2008. 

 

Some of the FY 2007 figures may not correspond to figures published in last year's 

Data Report due to corrected information received subsequent to publication of the 

Report.  Revenue reports received from courts are checked for mathematical 

accuracy, but are not audited by the Supreme Court. 
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COURT EXPENDITURES 

Statewide Narrative Summary 

 

 

The statewide expenditure information is provided here for each level of the Arizona courts. 

 The first table shows court expenditures by source, fund, or other category.  These data were 

compiled from Supreme Court financial records, program fund revertment reports, and annual 

expenditure surveys submitted to the Supreme Court for FY 2008.  Major expenditure categories 

shown represent monies expended from five sources: 

 

PRIMARY BUDGET:  Expenditures of appropriated funds from the court's 

primary funding source, either the state (Supreme Court and Court of Appeals), the 

county (Superior and Justice Courts), or the city or town (Municipal 

Courts)--categories are kept as general as possible because line-item definitions for 

the state, counties, and municipalities vary widely; 

 

STATE FUNDS:  Expenditures of state program monies begun or renewed by the 

Arizona legislature and distributed to the courts; 

 

FEDERAL FUNDS:  Expenditures of federal program monies begun or renewed by 

the U.S. Congress and distributed to the courts (often via state agencies); 

 

LOCAL FUNDS:  Examples are expenditures from collections authorized by 

statutes to reimburse all or part of the expenses of probation, automation, and other 

court services; 

 

PRIVATE FUNDS:  Expenditures of additional grants from other sources. 

 

Total expenditures in the Arizona courts increased from $700,941,535 to $739,433,165 in 

FY 2008, up 5.5%.  Primary budget expenditures account for 74.0% of the total.  Salary and fringe 

benefit expenditures account for the largest portion (83.1%) of the primary budget. Outside 

primary budget expenditures, state funds account for the next largest group, at 17.6%. 

 

The second table shows, as in previous years, that Arizona counties contributed more than 

half of the funds to operate the state's courts this year ($473,189,774 or 64.0%).  Likewise, the state 

again contributed approximately one-fourth of courts' expenditures in FY 2008 ($155,810,270, or 

21.1%).  Expenditures from all five sources increased in FY 2008, and again, over two-thirds of 

these expenses were at the Superior Court level ($521,335,834, or 70.5%). 

 

 

 

Some of the FY 2007 figures may not correspond to figures published in last year's 

Data Report due to corrected information received subsequent to publication of the Report. 

Expenditure reports received from courts are checked for mathematical accuracy, but are 

not audited by the Supreme Court. 
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