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ARIZONA TAX COURT 

Narrative Summary 

 

The Arizona Tax Court, created in 1988, serves as the statewide venue for all civil appeals 

involving a tax, impost, or assessment.  Cases may be filed using a simplified “small claims” 

procedure when the amount of tax is less than $5,000 or the dispute concerns valuations or 

classifications of property with a market value of $300,000 or less. Otherwise, cases are filed as 

“cases of record”. The court is physically located within and administered by the Superior Court of 

Maricopa County, and appeals of Tax Court cases are heard in a special department of Division 

One of the Court of Appeals. 

 

There were 1,151 cases filed (59 reopened) in the Arizona Tax Court during FY 2008, 

representing an increase of 25.7% from the 916 cases filed in FY 2007.  Recent changes in 

Arizona’s tax law are reflected in case filings. 

 

This year, 805 (70.0 %) tax court matters were cases of record and 346 (30.0%) were small 

claims.  Property tax actions, which constitute the majority (62.3%) of all filings, increased by 

63.5% from FY 2007.  Cases from Maricopa County accounted for 80.7% of the original filings. 

 

During FY 2008, 874 cases were terminated, 311 (35.6%) of those by judgment. This 

represents a 13.1% increase from cases terminated last year. 

 

As of June 30, 2008, there were 932 cases pending in the Tax Court, an increase of 25.4% 

from the 743 cases pending at the end of last fiscal year. 
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