
 

LIMITED JURISDICTION COURTS 

Narrative Summary 

 

 

This section combines data from both Justice of the Peace and Municipal Courts and 

presents them statewide and by county.  These data are intended for users who are concerned only 

with types of limited jurisdiction cases, irrespective of the specific court in which they occurred.  

Justice of the Peace and Municipal Courts are examined individually in subsequent sections. 

 

Total filings (including transfers in) decreased 4.3% in FY 2012, from 2,134,617 last year 

to 2,042,347. Traffic cases comprised the majority (68.5%) of the filings in Limited Jurisdiction 

Courts.  Total traffic filings (criminal and civil) decreased by 3.3%, from 1,446,908 last year to 

1,398,904 in FY 2012.  Criminal filings (misdemeanors and felonies) decreased by 3.2%, from 

330,406 in FY 2011 to 319,680 in FY 2012.  

 

Petitions for orders of protection in domestic violence cases increased from 22,295 in FY 

2011 to 22,766 in FY 2012, an increase of 2.1%. Petitions for injunctions against harassment 

decreased, from 15,620 in FY 2011 to 14,676 in FY 2012, a decrease of 6.0%. During FY 2012, 

13.9% of the orders of protection and 21.9% of the harassment petitions ruled upon were denied. 

 

Total dispositions (including transfers) decreased by 7.1%, from 2,346,310 last year to 

2,179,999 in FY 2012.  Traffic dispositions (criminal and civil) decreased by 6.7% while criminal 

dispositions (misdemeanor and felony) decreased by 9.3% from last year.   

 

 The total pending caseload figure increased from 1,485,006 in FY 2011 to 1,523,319 in 

FY 2012, an increase of 2.6%.  Most of the increase was in the civil traffic category, which 

increased from 310,663 in FY 2011 to 378,500 in FY 2012, an increase of 21.8%. The felony 

category also increased, from 18,876 in FY 2011 to 19,907 in FY 201, an increase of 5.5%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Some of the FY 2011 figures may not correspond to figures published in last year's 

Data Report due to corrected information received subsequent to publication of the Report.  
 



 

 ABBREVIATIONS 

 (Limited Jurisdiction Courts) 
 

 

CR TRAF ................................................................................................................ Criminal Traffic 

 

CV TRAF ...................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 

 

DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 

 

FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 

 

INJ HARRASSMENT ..................................................................... Injunction Against Harassment 

 

MISD............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 

 

NC  .............................................................................................................................. Non-Criminal 

 

NON-CR ORD ............................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 

 

ORD PROTECTION ......................................................................................... Order of Protection 

 

STAT CORR .................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 

 

TERM ............................................................................................................................ Termination 







INCLUDE ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN.  
 CASES DISPOSED INCLUDE TERMINATIONS AND TRANSFERS OUT.   
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