
MUNICIPAL COURTS 
Narrative Summary 

Municipal courts have criminal jurisdiction over 
misdemeanor crimes and petty offenses committed in 
their city or municipality. They share jurisdiction with 
justice courts over violations of state law committed 
within their city or municipality limits. 
 

Municipal court judges hear misdemeanor criminal 
traffic cases such as driving under the influence of 
alcohol, hit-and-run and reckless driving where no 
serious injuries occur. They hear civil traffic cases, 
violations of city ordinances and codes, and issue orders 
of protection and injunctions prohibiting harassment. 
They can also issue search warrants. 
 

1,152,168 cases were filed into municipal courts 
statewide during fiscal year 2013. Of the total filings, 
the civil traffic category represents 63.5% with 731,801 
cases filed during FY13. Misdemeanor cases, the second 
largest category, represent 18.3% of the total filings at 
211,174. The remaining categories include criminal 
traffic with 9.9% or 114,576 filings and non-criminal 
with 8.2% or 94,617 total filings.  
 

From FY12 to FY13, case filings in municipal courts 
decreased by 107,628 filings, or 8.5%. The civil traffic 
category had the most significant decrease in filings 
over the fiscal year, dropping 10.5% from 817,669 to 
731,801. Non-criminal, criminal traffic and 
misdemeanor case type categories also showed 
decreased filings of 10.3%, 5.4% and 2.0%, respectively. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Statewide, municipal courts terminated 1,297,355 
cases during FY13, a 3.7% decrease over the 1,346,755 
cases terminated the prior fiscal year. Terminations 
decreased across all case types except non-criminal 
cases, which increased by 37.2%, from 106,593 to 
146,205. As of June 30, 2013, 713,520 cases were 
pending in the municipal courts a decrease of 109,520 
cases from the 823,040 pending on July 1, 2012. Total 
terminations continue to exceed filings, resulting in a 
pending caseload decrease of 13.3% from FY12 to FY13. 
 

Orders of protection and injunctions prohibiting 
harassment petitions decreased slightly from FY12 to 
FY13. Petitions for orders of protection decreased from 
12,989 in FY12 to 12,927 in FY13, of those 82.5% were 
issued. Petitions for injunctions against harassment also 
decreased, from 7,280 in FY12 to 7,144 in FY13, a 
decrease of 1.9%. Of the injunction against harassment 
petitions filed, 69.8% were issued. An additional 3,566 
order of protection review hearings and 1,774 
injunction against harassment review hearings were 
held during FY13.  

 

Municipal courts held 4,097 court trials and 714 
jury trials during FY13. Of the total trials, 65.9% were 
misdemeanor charges and 34.1% were for criminal 
traffic charges. The courts held an additional 19,031 civil 
traffic hearings, 61,441 initial appearances and 611 
juvenile hearings during FY13. The courts issued 1,808 
search warrants during the same period.  

 

As of June 30, 2013 a total of 253,505 warrants 
were outstanding, 125,081 for criminal traffic violations 
and 128,424 for misdemeanor violations. 
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Municipal Court Case Activity Trends 
FY12 - FY13 

FY12 FY13 

Largest Volume Municipal Courts in Arizona 
Court Name, County FY13 Cases Filed 
Phoenix City Court, Maricopa County 239,425 
Tucson City Court, Pima County 172,846 
Mesa City Court, Maricopa County 119,344 
Scottsdale City Court, Maricopa County  93,616 
Tempe City Court, Maricopa County 69,074 

      



 ABBREVIATIONS 

 (Municipal Courts) 
 

 

Cr Traf ..................................................................................................................... Criminal Traffic 

 

Cv Traf .......................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 

 

Disp ................................................................................................................................Dispositions 

 

DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 

 

FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 

 

Inj Harassment ................................................................................. Injunction Against Harassment 

 

Misd .............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 

 

NC ............................................................................................................................... Non Criminal 

 

Non-Cr Ord .................................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 

 

Ord Protection .................................................................................................... Order of Protection 

 

Stat Corr ........................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 

 







CASES FILED INCLUDES ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN. 
CASES DISPOSED INCLUDES CASES TERMINATED AND TRANSFERS OUT. 
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CASES FILED INCLUDES ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN. 
CASES DISPOSED INCLUDES CASES TERMINATED AND TRANSFERS OUT. 
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CASES FILED INCLUDES ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN. 
CASES DISPOSED INCLUDES CASES TERMINATED AND TRANSFERS OUT. 
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