
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 
Narrative Summary 

Justice of the peace courts hear all types of criminal 
traffic and civil traffic cases, certain misdemeanor cases 
and some courts conduct preliminary hearings for felony 
cases. Civil jurisdiction for this period is limited to cases 
involving claims less than $10,000 and small claims cases. 
Effective January 1, 2014, the small claims jurisdiction in 
justice courts increased from $2,500 to $3,500. Justice 
Courts issue orders of protection and injunctions 
prohibiting harassment and also issue search warrants. 

Total filings in the justice courts decreased 5.2% from 
748,687 in FY 2014 to 709,521 in FY 2015.  Beginning with 
calendar year 2014, all charges for all filing types are 
counted at the charge level. Prior to calendar year 2014, 
charges filed by long form complaint were counted at the 
case level. This change in counting is resulted in some 
courts reporting a larger volume of felony and criminal 
traffic cases when compared to previous years. Courts with 
few or no long form complaints were not impacted by the 
change in reporting. 
 

Traffic filings (criminal and civil), which account for 
54.4% of the total filings in Justice Courts, decreased from 
428,500 in FY 2014 to 385,990 in FY 2015, a  decrease of 
9.9%. Non-Traffic criminal filings (misdemeanors and 
felonies) increased 7.1%, from 119,917 last year to 128,474 
in FY 2015.  Civil filings decreased from 199,294 in FY 2014 
to 194,297 this year, a decrease of 2.5%. 
 

Petitions for orders of protection relating to domestic 
violence decreased this year by 1.2%, from 8,838 in FY 2014 
to 8,734 this year.  Petitions for injunctions against 
harassment decreased 1.0%, from 6,341 in FY 2014 to 
6,277 in FY 2015. 
 

JUSTICE COURT  
PROPORTION OF FILINGS BY CASE TYPE 

FY 2015 

 

Total dispositions (including transfers out) decreased 
by 8.0%, from 791,902 last year to 728,560 in FY 2015.  
Criminal and civil traffic dispositions together decreased by 
11.5%, from 448,306 to 396,609.  Criminal dispositions 
(misdemeanors and felonies) increased by 6.4%, from 
128,314 in FY 2015 to 136,562 in FY 2015.  Civil dispositions 
decreased by 9.2%, from 214,287 to 194,565. 
 

Total year end pending cases decreased from 640,318 
on June 30, 2014 to 630,818 on June 30, 2015, a decrease 
of 1.5%. 
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JUSTICE COURTS RANKED BY CASES FILED 

TOP FIVE COURTS FOR FY 2015 
 
 COURT NAME, COUNTY FY 2015 

FILINGS 
1. Pima Consolidated, Pima County  

(8 Precincts Consolidated) 120,021 

2. 
Apache Junction, Pinal County 18,526 

3. Kingman/Cerbat, Mohave County  
(2 Precincts Consolidated) 17,199 

4. North Mesa, Maricopa County 16,628 

5. West Mesa, Maricopa County 15,438 
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 ABBREVIATIONS 
 (Justice of the Peace Courts) 
 
 
CR TRAF ................................................................................................................ Criminal Traffic 
 
CV TRAF ...................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 
 
DISP. ..............................................................................................................................Dispositions 
 
DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 
 
FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 
 
Inj Harassment ................................................................................. Injunction Against Harassment 
 
Misd .............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 
 
NC ............................................................................................................................... Non Criminal 
 
Non-Cr Ord .................................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 
 
Ord Protection .................................................................................................... Order of Protection 
 
Stat Corr ........................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 
 

  







CASES FILED INCLUDES ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN. 
CASES DISPOSED INCLUDES CASES TERMINATED AND TRANSFERS OUT. 
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CASES FILED INCLUDES ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN. 
CASES DISPOSED INCLUDES CASES TERMINATED AND TRANSFERS OUT. 
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