
COURT EXPENDITURE 
 Limited Jurisdiction Courts Narrative Summary 
 

Expenditure information provided in this report includes each Justice of the Peace and Municipal 
Court in Arizona. These data were compiled from program fund revertment reports and annual 
expenditure surveys submitted to the Supreme Court for FY 2015. Major expenditure categories shown 
represent monies expended from five sources: 
 

PRIMARY BUDGET:  Expenditures of appropriated funds from the court's primary funding 
source, either the county (Justice Courts) or the city or town (Municipal Courts)--
categories are kept as general as possible because line-item definitions for the counties 
and municipalities vary widely; 

 
STATE FUNDS:  Expenditures of state program monies begun or renewed by the Arizona 
legislature and distributed to the courts; 

 
FEDERAL FUNDS:  Expenditures of federal program monies begun or renewed by the U.S. 
Congress and distributed to the courts (often via state agencies); 

 
PRIVATE FUNDS:  Expenditures of additional grants from other sources; 
 
LOCAL FUNDS:  Expenditures of local monies. Examples include collections authorized by 
statute or local ordinance to reimburse all or part of the expenses of court services. 

 
Total expenditures in all Limited Jurisdiction Courts increased from $152,434,775 to $155,800,636 

in FY 2015, an increase of 2.2%.  Primary budget expenditures (city and county) account for 94.4% of the 
total expenses in Limited Jurisdiction Courts. Justice Courts experienced an increase of 4.2% in total 
expenditures, from $52,705,402 last year to $54,908,788 in FY 2015.  The Municipal Court’s expenditures 
increased 1.2%, from $99,729,373 in FY 2014 to $100,891,848 in FY 2015. 
 

Maricopa and Pima County Justice Courts make up 59.4% of the statewide Justice Court 
expenditures, and Municipal Courts from these two large counties constitute 82.5% of statewide 
Municipal Court expenditures.  Phoenix and Tucson Municipal Courts alone comprise 42.9% of all 
Municipal Court expenditures, and 27.8% of the expenditures of all Limited Jurisdiction Courts in Arizona.  
In all, Maricopa and Pima County Limited Jurisdiction Courts account for 74.3% of all Justice and Municipal 
Court expenditures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the FY 2014 figures may not correspond to figures published in last year’s Data Report due to 
corrected information received subsequent to publication of the report. 
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