
	Dependency Users Group 
Meeting Minutes
1/16/15, 10am to 11:30am – Conference Room 230

	



PRESENT:  Kasia Bouise (AOC); Lynda Douglass (Pinal Co); Lillian Downing (Pinal Co); Andrea Gutierrez (Pinal Co); RaNae McLauchlin (AOC); Alex Norton (AOC); Rob Shelley (AOC)
Telephonically: Anizza Alvarez (Pima Co); Quinci Castleberry (Yavapai Co);Joseph Conrad (Cochise Co); Margie Fish (Santa Cruz Co); Sylvia Flores (Yuma Co); June Foard (Navajo Co); Bernice Grijalva (Cochise Co); Karen Hamby (Yuma Co); Patty Hernandez (Yuma Co); Martha Huntley (Cochise Co); Brandie Lee (Graham Co); Sherry Linville (Coconino Co); Ken MacFarland (La Paz Co); Jessica Munoz (Greenlee Co); Liz Ontiveros (Pinal Co); Nancy Quinn (Apache Co); Chris Rufo (Maricopa Co); Joe Sweeney (Pima Co)

WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS [Alex Norton]

CASE PROCESSING STANDARDS UPDATE [Alex Norton]
Been working on identified issues the last couple months and believe all those issues have been resolved, i.e., Severance Motion and Severance Petition fields were associating with every petition for each child.  Now only associates with dependency petitions in the past, not future.  Eliminating some of the false/positive results. May still be associating with petitions that are not necessarily tied to severance but unable to pinpoint which petition it should be associated with.

Alex is asking counties to please go through the Case Processing Standards Reports and look for any inconsistencies and contact Alex about any concerns.  He believes most of them are data entry issues.  This will be going live in July 2015.
 
COURT IMPROVEMENT UPDATE [Rob Shelley]
· Rob will send out registration information for upcoming trainings.
· February 9th and 10th is the annual Mohave County Infant and Toddler Mental Health Symposium being held in Lake Havasu City.  
· Sally Campbell Symposium on February 27th at ASU Memorial Union.
· Child Abuse Prevention Conference July 21st and July 22nd at Glendale, Renaissance. 
· Unable to do a Pre-Conference at the hotel this year because of scheduling conflicts but will let you know when that is scheduled.
· Dependency Attorney Training in Pima County on March 5th for Judges and Attorneys only.
· DAT for Yuma and La Paz County is April 17th.  Open to all dependency stakeholders.
· Intro to Child Rep in Tucson on April 10th.
· Dependency 101, for new Juvenile Judges, is on May 18th through May 21st in Phoenix.
· Judicial Conference is June 17th through June 19th in Phoenix.
· Mid-Year calls on February 17th and 19th. 

 JUDICIAL ENGAGEMENT TEAMS [Chris Rufo]
Casey Family Program’s Judicial Engagement Team has been working with Maricopa County providing technical assistance with real-time distribution of Judicial Orders and collaborating with Clerk of Court to improve calendaring.  

Court Improvement will work closely with Judicial Engagement Team to provide services to the rest of the state.

ICWA COMMITTEE [Rob Shelley]
· Chaired by Judge Kathleen Quigley and Judge Kami Hart.
· Meets quarterly to discuss compliance with the Act relating to issues with the collaboration of State and Tribal Court and Tribe and Child Welfare agencies.
· Arizona ICWA Guide can be found by doing a Google search for State Tribal Federal Court Forms under ICWA Committee.
· Discussing doing another ICWA Summit in 2015.  Still many questions in regard to funding.
· Op review also monitors ICWA compliance.

JOLTSaz JOHN DOE NAMING CONVENTION [Alex Norton]
· Issue has been raised that John Doe cannot simply be John Doe, he has to be unique.
· Would like to implement a process for counties to follow when this situation arises.
· Pima County enters John Doe with a hyphen last name of either the mother or child’s last name. If there are more than one John Doe with same last name, then add a middle name. Once associated with a specific case, identifier can be removed.
· JOLTSaz warns you if there is already an existing client with that same name so you can make necessary changes.  
· Staff needs to be made aware that any time they are entering a John Doe, it’s always a new John Doe.
· Solution – use unique identifier as middle name then it can be removed after associated with specific case.

 ASGNJO FIELD [Alex Norton]
· In order for an employee to be a Hearing Officer within the “hearing screen” they must be created in the 041 Table and assigned a number.  Different types of employees are coded differently but Judges have to be coded a “J” so they appear in the “hearing screen”.  There are times when employees, not Judges, are given this code in order to do diversions.  But when doing reporting the non-judges will be included in the report for Judges.  A request was made to create another field to differentiate between Judges and non-judges.  

· Liz Ontiveros will send copy of 041 Table to Alex.  
· Alex will send out an email with instructions and visuals regarding new code to DUG.  Please share with all users and include in any upcoming training.   



CURRENT EVENT AND OUTCOMES [Alex Norton]
· Alex has noticed that many counties are using “dependency terminated” as the “current event” and not being specific. If counties were more specific we could actually track and report on outcomes.
· Examples are Dependency Terminated-Adoption; Dependency Terminated-Guardianship; Dependency Terminated-Turns 18; Dependency Terminated-Emancipated; etc.
· There was much discussion amongst counties in regards to the different ways they enter this information.
· Alex will prepare something for next meeting with the different codes and events that are available and discuss which ones can be removed.
· Code Book is available on azcip.org under DUG.

RACE FIELD [Alex Norton]
· Alex has noticed that approximately half of the data entered does not have a race identified.
· Many times because race is not listed on petitions and/or MEs.
· Maricopa County has a cover sheet that they receive from AGO with client-specific information.
· Possible Solution - FCRB coversheet includes the race according to information in CHILDS.  Request that DCS always include that coversheet.
· Table this discussion until more information can be gathered.

COUNTY UPDATES:
Apache County [Nancy Quinn]
As of this week Nancy is able to receive and enter dependencies.

Graham County [Brandie Lee]
Busy entering data and getting caught-up.

La Paz County [Kenneth MacFarland]
Dependency Coordinator position will not be filled anytime soon and Ken is filling-in.
Rob offered some training to Ken.

Pima County [Anizza Alvarez]
· Complete 1351 petitions for 2014 which is 20 more than 2013.
· Two committees relating to data:
· A PhD candidate from U of A is looking closely at reactivated petitions.  
· Dependency Diversion Committee – looking at custody cases where one parent is abusing substances and the other is unable to protect the children from it.  Goal is to prevent it from becoming a Dependency Petition.

Pinal County [Lillian Downing]
· Continue to increase with dependency petitions.  
· So far up 30% from last year.
· End of December there were 1096 children in care and that number will continue to increase.
· Since taking over Mediations they continue to increase.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Community Coordinator position is going well and looking at hiring another.
· Court Team Process is working.
· Working with stakeholders on cross-training.

Yavapai County [Quinci Castleberry]
Please notify Yavapai County of any JOLTSaz training.

Yuma County [Karen Hamby]
· Pilot County for JOLTSaz.
· The week of Feb 16th AOC staff will be in Yuma County for about a month to help with roll-out.
· Plan to go live March 22nd.
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER, CONCLUSION [Alex Norton]


Minutes Submitted by:
RaNae McLauchlin
