
	Dependency Users Group 

Meeting Minutes

10/18/13, 10am to 1:00pm – Conference Room 119A&B

	


PRESENT:  
 Anizza Alvarez (Pima Co); Kim Rainey (Pima Co.); Krissa Ericson (Pima Co); Liz Ontiveros (Pinal Co); Carmen Banderas (Pinal Co); Rob Shelley (AOC); Karen Walker (Maricopa Co); Amy Stuart (AOC); Kasia Bouise (AOC); Andy Williams (AOC); Teresa Hermosillo-Thorne (Pinal Co); Lillian Downing (Pinal Co.); Michelle Dunivan 9AOC); RaNae McLauchlin (AOC)
Telephonically:   Joseph Conrad (Cochise Co); Sherry Linville (Coconino Co); Jessica Munoz (Greenlee Co); Sherry Pommer (LaPaz Co); Lorrie Black (Mohave Co); Marla Randall (Navajo Co); June Foard (Navajo Co); Margie Fish (Santa Cruz Co); Yvonne Graff (Yuma Co); Patricia Hernandez (Yuma Co); Jolene Hefner (Yuma Co); Beth Fernandez (Cochise Co)
Welcome & Introductions [Michelle Dunivan]
County Updates [County Representation]
Cochise County

The past quarter there have been 30 new cases with 53 children and 26 of them are under 5 years of age.
Already had a checklist for “essential services” that they are now using as Best for Babies checklist.  Attorneys were completing checklist but not sure who will be filling out the new form.

Beth is holding monthly System Analysis training.  Speakers from around the county come to present.
Coconino County 
Twenty-two Dependency cases so far this calendar year and six of those cases have children under 3 years of age.
LaPaz County
Dependency numbers are down this year compared to last year.  CASA has been active with community events.

Maricopa County 
Dependency numbers are up (320-350 per month).  Fifteen percent of Dependency petitions filed is up to three weeks late. Majority take 1-5 days.  Maricopa County is going to begin tracking this.  Because of these late filings it is difficult to stay in compliance with federal requirements.  A Continuance is usually filed in those cases that are late.  Durango Juvenile Court has had to triple-schedule hearings.
Mohave County 
Kim Chappalier has been hired as the new CTIT Director.  Mohave County has completed its first court ordered Fatherhood Class.  Five fathers graduated.   There are funds to pay for up to 20 dads.  It will be offered again after the first of the year in Bullhead City and Kingman.  
The Third Annual Symposium has been moved to March 31 and April 1, 2014, in Laughlin, NV.  This symposium is free to providers.

There have been 123 new cases this year, 209 children and 70 of them under the age of 3.

Navajo County 
There have been 28 new dependency petitions filed this year, 49 children involved with 18 of them under the age of 5.  Numbers are down from last year. 

Two staff members attended the JOLTS training in July in Phoenix.

Look at scheduling a Quarterly Dependency Team Meeting.

Pima County
There have been 1400 Dependency Petitions filed but not as high as last year’s numbers. 
Starting to use tablets in PHCs.  

The 8th or 9th Annual Adoption Day in the Park is coming up.  So far there are 102 children to be adopted by 68 families.

Continue doing Trauma Responsive Training.

Still having some troubles with JOLTSaz.  Probation has been making changes to relationships that will create problems for petitions.  If person is dually adjudicated, Probation needs to check with county contact before making changes.

Pinal County 
There have been 283 petitions filed this year.  That number is down 8% from last year.  
In the final phase of hiring a Mediator position.

Adoption Day is scheduled for November 2, 2013.  There are 63 children to be adopted to 45 families.

Santa Cruz County
On October 4th there was an infant mental health training. On October 22nd  PSRT will be discussing substantiation.

CPS is using new case plan format.

Yuma County

There is an interim Court Services Supervisor from Probation. Patricia Hernandez is being trained as new Court Clark.  Court Services Assistant to help with filings of dependency cases.
There are 30 new cases with 58 children so far this year.  That number is up from last year.  

October 23, 2013, is National Adoption Day and there are 16 children set to be adopted.

Busy working on updates and changes - Michelle Dunivan has been a big help!

Court Improvement Update [Rob Shelley]
ICWA sub-committee, Judge Quigley and Judge Hart, are working with Casey Family Programs and Tribal Court Judges to develop a Judicial Round Table in November.  Hope to be the first of several meetings.
Dependency 102 scheduled for December 6th  at the Phoenix School of Law.  There are 9 Judges signed up, so please let your Juvenile Judges know if they wish to attend. Dependency Attorney Training is scheduled for October 25th in Phoenix.  Most counties open up this training to all staff. Working on conducting a Dependency Attorney Training in Mohave County in January or February, 2014.
A committee worked with ICE to develop a Practical Guidance document to help attorneys, CPS and Court connect with immigrant parents.  ICE has a requirement that immigrant parents must have contact with their children.  On the CIP website www.azcip.org  there is a link to the Parent Representation Summit and there are documents there to refer to. 

Op Review is in the process of finishing up Round 5.  Completing draft and final reports in several counties – Graham, Greenlee, LaPaz, Yuma, Santa Cruz, Yavapai, Mohave and Pima. Going into Gila and Apache in November.  Pinal, Navajo and Maricopa left in 2014. 
New QA Report [Michelle Dunivan] 
QA report automatically sent out to all counties for several months now.
New report SQADEP012 finds cases where the phase is closed, but there is not a DD or DT event code entered. It is often a simple oversight, but we must have a DD or DT code for every closed case for our reporting to run correctly. 
Add post severance hearing code for adoption process review/Guardianship review phase and guardianship close/When to use “DF-ICWA” [Liz Ontiveros & Teresa Hermosillo-Horne]
DF-ICWA – Do other counties use? Counties present responded “No”.  Decision was made to just use “Dependency Found”.  If there are no counties that use this code let Kasia know so she can remove.
Guardianship review phase – Do other counties use?  Counties present responded “No”. 
How do you use guardianship?  As a “closed event” with the reason “terminated guardianship”.

Events vs. Phases – Counties present discussed pros and cons of each.  Decision was made to continue to use “phase” as it is a good way to check status of case. 
Add severance allegation – prior removal  [Anizza Alvarez]
Anizza is requesting that “prior removal” be added to severance allegation as “prior removal” is in statute.  Amy and Kasia will add to JOLTS and JOLTSaz.
Case Planning and Permanency Planning [Sherry Linville]
Sherry is asking to add a “Concurrent Plan Code”.  It used to be acceptable to have only one Permanency Plan but numerous case plans. But now most counties use a Permanency Plan with Concurrent Plans.  JOLTSaz does let you assign Concurrent Plans to specific individuals.

The decision was made to not add a “Concurrent Plan Code” because counties would have to close all old plans and make a new plan.  This would be too messy and add another step. 

Go over new Code Glossary [Michelle Dunivan]

Members were asked to review the Code Glossary Michelle prepared and to let her know of any questions or concerns.  It was brought to Michelle’s attention that a codes were discussed in 2008. Michelle will look at both documents and try to create a more complete version of the code glossary.
Need to look at Events DD and DT again.
Event  DA/ Adoption Disrupted – Members asked for this code to be reactivated.

Findings  D/Dismissed – Put in description and change from Petition to Party.
Hearing Results – Do not delete any but add further descriptions.
Severance -  Amy needs to further investigate if possible to deactivate certain codes.

Michelle will be getting in touch with DUG to review Code Lists.
Good of the Order, Conclusion [Michelle Dunivan]

Rob stressed the importance of counties having representation at DUG meetings for their Op Reviews.

Meeting Adjourned
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