
 
 

State Emeritus Pro Bono Practice Rules 
Updated April 2015 

 
American Bar Association  

Commission on Law and Aging  
David Godfrey 
Senior Attorney  

David.Godfrey@AmericanBar.org  
 

Emeritus pro bono practice rules encourage retired and inactive attorneys to volunteer to provide pro bono 
assistance to clients unable to pay for essential legal representation. At last count, 37 jurisdictions have adopted 

emeritus pro bono rules waiving some of the normal licensing requirement for attorneys agreeing to limit their 
practice to volunteer service. The following chart contains essential details of the current rules.  

 
For more information see:  

No Longer on Their Own: Using Emeritus Attorney Pro Bono Programs to Meet Unmet Civil Legal Needs 

www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migrated/aging/docs/V2_pro_bono_emeritus_brochure_3_5.pdf  
 

and  

Emeritus Attorney Programs: Best Practices and Lessons Learned  

www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migrated/aging/PublicDocuments/emeritus_best_practices_9_27.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:David.Godfrey@AmericanBar.org
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migrated/aging/docs/V2_pro_bono_emeritus_brochure_3_5.pdf
http://new.abanet.org/aging/PublicDocuments/emeritus_best_practices_9-27.pdf
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migrated/aging/PublicDocuments/emeritus_best_practices_9_27.pdf


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

Alabama (2008)  
Rule 6.6 
 
 

None None Inactive No Reduced No Yes No Yes 
(required)  

Linda L. Lund, Director 
Volunteer Lawyers Program 
Alabama State Bar 
P. O. Box 671  
Montgomery, Alabama  
36101 
334-269-1515 
linda.lund@alabar.org 

Alaska (2007)  
Bar Rule 43.2  

None None Retired or 
inactive 

No Yes n/a  Yes  No Yes (legal 
service 
organizatio
n must 
provide 
malpractice 
coverage.) 

Krista Scully 
Pro Bono Director 
Alaska Bar Association 
907-272-7469 
scullyk@alaskabar.org  

Arizona  (2009) (2012) 
Supreme Court Rule 
38(e) 
 
 
 

None At least 
5 

Retired, 
inactive, or 
otherwise 
not able to 
practice law 
in the state 
of Arizona 

Yes Yes 
 

Yes Yes Yes Yes (must 
disclose 
existence 
and extent 
of 
malpractice 
coverage)  

Patricia Sallen 
Director, Special Services & 
Ethics/Deputy General 
Counsel at State Bar of 
Arizona 
State Bar of Arizona 
602-340-7263 
Patricia.Sallen@staff.azbar.o
rg  

Arkansas (no emeritus 
rule as of March 2015) 

          

California (2011) 
Title 3 Division 2 Chapter 
6  

None At least 
3 with  
3 of last 
5 in CA 

Inactive or 
Retired 

No Yes (Must act 
exclusively 
as pro bono 
practice 
attorneys for 
an entire 
calendar year) 

No  Yes “Adequate  
supervision 
required”  

No mention  Michael Dayao  
State Bar of California 
415-538-2328 
michael.dayao@calbar.ca.go
v 
OR 
programdevelopment@calba
r.ca.gov 
415-538-2219 
 

http://judicial.alabama.gov/library/rules/cond6_6.pdf
http://www.alabar.org/ogc/PDF/03052009_6-5_6-6_rule.pdf
http://www.alabar.org/ogc/PDF/03052009_6-5_6-6_rule.pdf
mailto:linda.lund@alabar.org
http://www.state.ak.us/courts/sco/sco1641leg.pdf
mailto:scullyk@alaskabar.org
https://www.azflse.org/azflse/volunteeropps/rule39text.cfm
https://www.azflse.org/azflse/volunteeropps/rule39text.cfm
mailto:Patricia.Sallen@staff.azbar.org
mailto:Patricia.Sallen@staff.azbar.org
http://rules.calbar.ca.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ty_DebOpXho%3d&tabid=1149
http://rules.calbar.ca.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ty_DebOpXho%3d&tabid=1149
mailto:michael.dayao@calbar.ca.gov
mailto:michael.dayao@calbar.ca.gov
mailto:programdevelopment@calbar.ca.gov
mailto:programdevelopment@calbar.ca.gov


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

Colorado (2007) 
Chapter 18 Rule 223 

None None Inactive for 
in-state 
license; 
Active or 
inactive for 
out-of-state 
license  

Yes Reduced to 
inactive rate 
for CO 
licenses 
(contradiction 
between rule 
and fee 
schedule.) 
Out-of-state 
attorneys pay 
one-time 
administrative 
fee of $50. 

No mention  
(However, 
CO’s MCLE 
Rule does 
not apply to 
inactive 
attorneys) 

No  
(Must work 
under the 
auspices of a 
non-profit 
legal aid or 
pro bono 
program. 
Does not 
require 
approval of 
program by 
Bar.)  

No No mention  Kathleen M. Schoen 
Director, Local Bar Relations 
& Access to Justice 
Colorado Bar Association  
303-824-5305  
kschoen@cobar.org 

Connecticut 
Emeritus Project 
(link is inactive) 

None None Active No Occupational 
tax is waived 
if attorney is 
only 
performing 
pro bono work 

No mention Yes No Yes (must 
be provided 
by agency) 

William H. Clendenen 
Pro Bono Chair   
Connecticut Bar Association 
Phone: (203)787-1183 
E-mail: whcj@clenlaw.com  
dbrown@ctbar.org  

Delaware (2003) 
Supreme Court Rule 69 
 

65 or older 
(or, waiver 
granted by 
Supreme 
Court) 

None Inactive or 
Retired 

No Yes  
($20 Supreme 
Court 
registration 
fee still 
required) 

Yes No (any 
nonprofit 
organization 
(§501(c)(3)), 
religious 
organizations, 
educational, 
governmental 
institutions 
and clients 
that inactive 
attorneys may 
represent) 
 

No No mention  
 

Cathy Howard 
Clerk 
Delaware Supreme Court 
302-739-4155 
Cathy.Howard@state.de.us  
Or 
Susan Simmons 
Delaware State Bar 
Association 
Phone: 302-658-5279 

District of Columbia 
(2011) 
Court of Appeals Rule 
49(c)(9)(10) 
 
 

None None Inactive for 
DC license  
 

Exception 
for the first 
90 days if 
licensed in 
any  
jurisdiction, 
and  
working for 
Legal Aid 

No N/A No No 
(out-of-
state 
license 
must be 
supervised) 

No mention  Monika Kalra Varma 
Pro Bono Program Director 
The District of Columbia Bar 
Phone (202 )737-4700  
ext. 3201 
mkvarma@dcbar.org 

https://www.coloradosupremecourt.com/pdfs/Regulation/Rule_223.PDF
https://www.coloradosupremecourt.com/pdfs/Regulation/Rule_223.PDF
mailto:kschoen@cobar.org
mailto:dbrown@ctbar.org
http://courts.delaware.gov/forms/download.aspx?id=39368
http://courts.delaware.gov/forms/download.aspx?id=39368
mailto:Cathy.Howard@state.de.us
http://www.dcappeals.gov/internet/documents/DCCA_Rules-1-01-11.pdf
http://www.dcappeals.gov/internet/documents/DCCA_Rules-1-01-11.pdf
mailto:mkvarma@dcbar.org


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

Florida (2012) 
Bar Rule 12 

None 10 of the 
last 15 

Retired Yes 
(Unless the 
person has 
failed the 
FL bar 
exam 3+ 
times) 

No  No 
(limited 
exception 
for 
certification 
reporting) 

Yes Yes  (Legal Aid 
Program 
must file 
Petition for 
approval 
which must 
detail the 
existence 
and extent 
of 
malpractice 
insurance 
that will 
cover the 
emeritus 
attorney) 

Francisco-Javier P. Digon-
Greer, Esq. 
Assistant Director, Programs 
Division 
The Florida Bar 
651 East Jefferson St. 
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-2300 
Tel: 850-561-5793 
FDigon-Greer@flabar.org  

Georgia (1995) 
Bar Rule 1-202(d) 
 

70 or older 25 Retired No Yes 
 

Waived at 
age 70 

Yes 
(either a pro 
bono agency 
or nonprofit 
legal service 
program)  

No No mention  Michael Monahan 
Pro Bono Director 
State Bar of Georgia 
404-527-8762 
mike@gabar.org 

Hawaii (2007) 
Supreme Court Rule 20 
http://www.courts.state.hi.
us/docs/court_rules/rules/
rsch.htm#Rule_20 
 
 
 

None None Inactive No Yes 
(reduced to 
inactive rate)  

N/A Yes No 
 

Yes (legal 
service 
organizatio
n must 
provide 
malpractice  
coverage)  

James Branham 
Staff Attorney 
Hawaii Supreme Court 
808-539-4747 
James.L.Branham@courts.st
ate.hi.us  
 
Patricia Mau-Shimizu 
Executive Director 
Hawaii State Bar Association 
808-537-1868 Ext. 212 
patms@hsba.org  

Idaho (2010) 
Bar Rule 228 

None 10 of the 
last 15 

Retired or 
not 
engaged in 
the active 
practice of 
law  

Yes Reduced No Yes Yes Yes (legal 
service 
agency 
must 
disclose 
existence 
and extent 
of 
coverage)  

Diane Minnich 
Executive Director 
Idaho State Bar 
208-334-4500 
dminnich@isb.idaho.gov 
 
Mary Hobson 
Legal Director 
Idaho Volunteer Lawyers 
Program  
mhobson@isb.idaho.gov 

http://www.floridabar.org/TFB/TFBResources.nsf/Attachments/D357BC8AE54093BD85256B29004BEC39/$FILE/RRTFB-Ch12.pdf?OpenElement
mailto:FDigon-Greer@flabar.org
http://www.gabar.org/barrules/handbookdetail.cfm?what=rule&id=12
mailto:mike@gabar.org
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/court_rules/rules/rsch.pdf
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/court_rules/rules/rsch.pdf
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/court_rules/rules/rsch.pdf
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/court_rules/rules/rsch.pdf
mailto:James.L.Branham@courts.state.hi.us
mailto:James.L.Branham@courts.state.hi.us
mailto:patms@hsba.org
http://isb.idaho.gov/pdf/rules/ibcr_sec02_admissions.pdf
mailto:dminnich@isb.idaho.gov


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

Illinois (2013) 
Supreme Court Rule 756 
(j)(1-7) 
 
 

None None  Retired,  
inactive, or 
licensed in 
another 
state 

Yes  Waived for 
retired; 
Reduced for 
inactive 

Yes  
(must 
agree to 
participate 
in training 
by sponsor)  

Yes  
 

No Yes (must 
be provided 
by the legal 
service 
agency)  

Kelly Tautges 
Director of Pro Bono 
The Chicago Bar Foundation 
312-554-8356 
ktautges@chicagobar.org 

Indiana (no emeritus rule 
as of March 2015) 

          

Iowa (2013) (2015) 
Rule 31.19 

None None Retired, 
inactive, or 
active 

Yes Waived Yes 
(waived 
only for the 
year in 
which the 
lawyer is 
first 
certified 
under Rule 
31.19) 

Yes “General 
supervision
” 

 Legal 
service 
program  
must 
disclose 
existence 
and extent 
of coverage 

Dennis Groenenboom 
Iowa Legal Aid  
1111 9th Street, Suite 230 
Des Moines, Iowa  50314 
515-243-2980, ext. 1620 
dgroenenboom@iowalaw.org 
 
Christine M. Luzzie 
Iowa Legal Aid 
1700 S. 1st Avenue Suite 10 
Iowa City, IA 52240 
319-338-3369, ext. 1507 
cluzzie@iowalaw.org  

Kansas (2013) 
Rule 208 

None None Retired or 
inactive 

No Yes (for 
retired 
attorneys age 
66 or over on 
or before July 
1) 

Yes Yes No No mention Marilyn Harp 
Executive Director 
Kansas Legal Services, Inc. 
712 S. Kansas, Suite 200 
Topeka, KS 66603 
785-233-2068 
harpm@klsinc.org 
 
Kansas Attorney Registration 
Kansas Judicial Center 
301 SW. 10th Ave Room 374  
Topeka, KS 66612 
Phone: (785)296-8409 
Fax: (785)296-1028 
registration@kscourts.org 

Kentucky (no emeritus 
rule as of March 2015) 

          

Louisiana (no emeritus 
rule as of March 2015) 

          

https://www.iardc.org/rulessct.html
https://www.iardc.org/rulessct.html
mailto:ktautges@chicagobar.org
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ACO/CR/LINC/01-30-2015.chapter.31.pdf
http://www.kscourts.org/rules/Rule-Info.asp?r1=Rules+Relating+to+Discipline+of+Attorneys&r2=280
mailto:harpm@klsinc.org


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

Maine (2005) 
Bar Rule 6(d) 

None None Inactive or 
Retired 
(filed notice 
to 
discontinue 
the practice 
of law)  

No Reduced Reduced 
for all and 
Waived for 
Attorneys 
65+ yrs old 
who have 
practiced 
40+ years, 
and only 
practice 
part time 

Yes No No mention Jacqueline Rogers 
Executive Director 
Maine Board of Overseers of 
the Bar 
207-623-1121 
board@mebaroverseers.org  

Maryland (2014) 
Ct. App. Rule 16-811.5 

None None Retired or 
inactive  

No Waiver of 
client 
protection 
fund 

N/A Yes No No mention Sharon Goldsmith 
Executive Director 
Pro Bono Resource Center of 
Maryland 
410-837-9379 
sgoldsmith@probonomd.org 

Massachusetts (2013) 
Supreme Court Judicial 
Rule 4:02(8) 

None None Retired or 
inactive  

No Yes for 
retired; 
Reduced for 
inactive  

N/A Yes No No mention Office of Bar Counsel 
Mass. Board of Bar 
Overseers 
617-728-8750 
Michael Fredrickson 
M.Fredrickson@massbbo.org  
 

Michigan 
(no emeritus rule as of 
March 2015) 

          

Minnesota (2013) 
State Board of Continuing 
Legal Education Rule 14 

None None Retired No Yes Reduced Yes No No mention Emily Eschweiler 
Assistant Director 
Minnesota Board of 
Continuing Legal Education 
651-201-2719 
eeschweiler@mbcle.state.mn
.us  
 
Liz Vanderbeek 
CLE Board Administrator 
(651) 201-2704 
lvanderbeek@mbcle.state.m
n.us 

http://www.mebaroverseers.org/attorney_regulation/bar_rules.html?id=63326
http://www.mebaroverseers.org/attorney_regulation/bar_rules.html?id=63326
mailto:board@mebaroverseers.org
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
mailto:sgoldsmith@probonomd.org
http://www.mass.gov/courts/case-legal-res/rules-of-court/sjc/sjc402.html
http://www.mass.gov/courts/case-legal-res/rules-of-court/sjc/sjc402.html
mailto:M.Fredrickson@massbbo.org
https://www.mbcle.state.mn.us/mbcle/pages/rules.asp
https://www.mbcle.state.mn.us/mbcle/pages/rules.asp
https://www.mbcle.state.mn.us/mbcle/pages/rules.asp
mailto:eeschweiler@mbcle.state.mn.us
mailto:eeschweiler@mbcle.state.mn.us


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

Mississippi (2007)  
Appellate Procedure Rule 
46(f) 

None None Inactive or  
licensed in 
another 
state 

Yes   No   No   Yes  Yes  Yes 
(required)  

James Clark 
Deputy General Counsel 
Mississippi Bar Association  
601-948-4471 
ogc@msbar.org 
 
Shirley Williams 
Executive Director 
Miss. Volunteer Lawyers 
Project 
(601) 960-9577 
swilliams@msbar.org 

Missouri  
(no emeritus attorney rule 
as of March 2015 

          

Montana (2006) 
Bar Rule Art. 1 §3(g) 
 

None 10 of the 
last 15 

Retired or 
inactive 
(and must 
complete 
25 hours of 
pro bono 
per year) 
 

No Yes 10 hours 
instead of 
15 
Waives a 
filing fee for 
CLE 

Yes  
(25 hour 
minimum per 
year)    

No No mention Janice Doggett 
Equal Justice Coordinator 
State Bar of Montana 
406-447-2201 
jdoggett@montanabar.org  

Nebraska  
(no emeritus rule as of 
March 2015) 

          

Nevada (2008) 
Supreme Court Rule 49.2 

None None Inactive in 
state; 
Active or 
inactive out 
of state;  
Clinical law 
professors  

Yes  Yes (based on 
inactive 
status) 

Yes 
(waived for 
inactive 
and retired 
members 
(214))   

Yes  No  Legal 
Services 
program 
must 
disclose  if 
they have 
coverage  

Angela Washington 
Director, NV Supreme Court 
Access to Justice 
Commission 
State Bar of Nevada 
702-317-1404 
800-254-2797 Toll Free 
 angelaw@nvbar.org  

New Hampshire (2003)  
By-Laws of the New 
Hampshire Bar 
Association 
Article II Section 8 

None None Not 
otherwise 
engaged in 
the practice 
of law  

No Reduced at 
least 90% 

Yes   No No No mention Ginny Martin 
Legal Services Director 
New Hampshire Bar 
Association 
603-224-6942 
gmartin@nhbar.org 

http://courts.ms.gov/Images/Opinions/143112.pdf
http://courts.ms.gov/Images/Opinions/143112.pdf
mailto:ogc@msbar.org
mailto:swilliams@msbar.org
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.montanabar.org/resource/resmgr/Attorney_Rules_and_Regulations/State_Bar_Bylaws.pdf?hhSearchTerms=%22state+and+board+and+bylaws%22
mailto:jdoggett@montanabar.org
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/CourtRules/SCR.html
mailto:%20angelaw@nvbar.org
http://www.nhbar.org/about-the-bar/bylaws.asp
http://www.nhbar.org/about-the-bar/bylaws.asp
http://www.nhbar.org/about-the-bar/bylaws.asp
http://www.nhbar.org/about-the-bar/bylaws.asp
mailto:gmartin@nhbar.org


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

New Jersey (2006) 
Rule 1:21-3(C) 
*License is limited to 2.5 
years 

None None *Active out-
of-state 
license only 

Yes, out-of-
state 
license only 

No No Yes 
(an 
organization 
described in 
R. 1:21-1(e) 
Legal 
Assistance 
Organizations
) 

Yes No mention Diane K. Smith 
Co-Chair of Pro Bono 
Standing Committee 
Legal Services of Northwest 
Jersey 
34 W. Main Street, Suite 301 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
908-231-0840 
dsmith@lsnj.org 

New Mexico  (2012) 
Rule 15-301.2 

None None Inactive in 
state; 
Active or 
inactive if 
licensed in 
another 
state  

Yes Reduced No Yes No No mention Hon. Sarah M. Singleton 
Chair, New Mexico  
Access to Justice 
Commission  
505-455-8160 
ssingleton@montand.com  
 
 

New York (2010)  
Rule 22 NYCRR  § 
118.1(g) 
.  
http://www.nycourts.gov/a
ttorneys/volunteer/emerit
us/rsaa/index.shtml  
 

*55 or older *10 Retired or 
Active 
(*Must 
commit to 
minimum 
30 hours 
per year of 
pro bono)  

No Yes, if Retired 
No, if Active 

Yes if 
Retired 
No If Active 
(any* 
necessary 
training to 
be provided 
by sponsor 
without 
charge) 

Yes  Yes Yes (must 
be provided 
by host 
agency)  

Fern Schair,  
Chair of the Attorney 
Emeritus Advisory Board 
212-636-7746 
schair@law.fordham.edu 

North Carolina 
(2007) 
N.C. Bar Rule 
0201(c)(2)(E) 

None None Inactive or 
Retired 

Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes  No mention  Tom Lunsford 
Executive Director 
North Carolina State Bar 
919-828-4620 
tlunsford@ncbar.gov 

North Dakota (2009)  
Supreme Court Rule 3.1 

None Active 5 
years out 
of the 
past 10  

Volunteer 
practice 
only    

Yes Yes Yes, if out 
of state 
attorney 
(except as 
required by 
pro bono 
program)  
No, if 
licensed in 
ND 

Yes  Yes  Llegal 
service 
agency 
must 
disclose 
existence 
and extent 
of coverage 

Penny Miller 
Clerk  
North Dakota Supreme Court 
701-328-2221 
PMiller@ndcourts.gov 

Ohio  
(no emeritus rule as of 
March 2015) 

          

http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/rules/r1-21.htm
http://www.nmcompcomm.us/nmrules/NMRules/15-301_2_12-7-2011.pdf
mailto:ssingleton@montand.com
http://www.nycourts.gov/rules/chiefadmin/118.shtml
http://www.nycourts.gov/rules/chiefadmin/118.shtml
http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/ad1/committees&programs/cfc/CFC_Court%20Rules%2022%20NYCRR%20Part%20118.pdf
http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/ad1/committees&programs/cfc/CFC_Court%20Rules%2022%20NYCRR%20Part%20118.pdf
http://www.nycourts.gov/attorneys/volunteer/emeritus/rsaa/index.shtml
http://www.nycourts.gov/attorneys/volunteer/emeritus/rsaa/index.shtml
http://www.nycourts.gov/attorneys/volunteer/emeritus/rsaa/index.shtml
mailto:SCHAIR@law.fordham.edu
http://www.ncbar.com/rules/printreg.asp?id=431
http://www.ncbar.com/rules/printreg.asp?id=431
mailto:tlunsford@ncbar.gov
http://www.ndcourts.gov/Court/Notices/20090003/finalrule.htm
mailto:PMiller@ndcourts.gov


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

Oklahoma  
(no emeritus rule as of 
March 2015) 

          

Oregon (2008)  
Bar Rule 6.1; Bylaw 
6.101 
 
OR Active Pro Bono Info 
 

None None 
15 years 
for  out 
of state 
attorneys 

Volunteer 
practice 
only (The 
Executive 
Director or 
designee is 
authorized 
to 
determine 
members’ 
eligibility for 
Active Pro 
Bono status 
and this 
determinati
on is final.) 

Yes 
(provides 
admission 
on motion 
with 15 
years for 
active pro 
bono)  

Reduced  Yes  Yes No  Must obtain 
coverage 
through the 
Professiona
l Liability 
Fund or the 
program 
referring 
the pro 
bono cases 

Catherine Petrecca 
Pro Bono Program Developer 
Oregon State Bar 
503-431-6355 
cpetrecca@osbar.org 

Pennsylvania 
(no emeritus rule as of 
March  2015) 

          

Rhode Island  
(no emeritus rule as of 
March 2015) 

          

South Carolina (2012) 
Supreme Court Rule 415 
 

None  Retired or 
inactive  

Yes  Reduced or 
Exempt 
 
 

Yes  Yes Yes No mention Gayle Watts 
Deputy Clerk for Bar 
Admissions 
SC Supreme Court 
803-734-1080 
 
Robin Wheeler 
Executive Director 
South Carolina Access to 
Justice Commission 
803-576-3808 
rwheeler@scbar.org 

South Dakota (2008)  
Supreme Court Rule 
SDCL 16-17.4.1.  
 

None None Retired  No Yes (for 
inactive)  

No Yes No No mention Tom Barnett 
Executive Director 
State Bar of South Dakota 
605-224-7554 
Thomas.Barnett@sdbar.net  

http://www.osbar.org/_docs/rulesregs/bylaws.pdf
http://www.osbar.org/_docs/rulesregs/bylaws.pdf
http://www.osbar.org/probono/ActiveProBono.html
mailto:cpetrecca@osbar.org
http://www.judicial.state.sc.us/courtReg/displayRule.cfm?ruleID=415.0&subRuleID=&ruleType=APP
http://www.judicial.state.sc.us/courtReg/displayRule.cfm?ruleID=415.0&subRuleID=&ruleType=APP
mailto:rwheeler@scbar.org
http://legis.sd.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=16-17-4.1
http://legis.sd.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=16-17-4.1
mailto:Thomas.Barnett@sdbar.net


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

Tennessee (2010)  
Supreme Court Rule 50A 

None 5 out of 
the last 
10 or 
engaged 
in the 
active 
practice 
of law for 
25 years 

Inactive Yes  Yes No Yes Yes Yes (legal 
service 
agency 
must 
disclose the 
existence 
and extent 
of 
coverage) 

Anne-Louise Wirthlin  
Access to Justice/ 
Coordinator 
TN Administrative Office of 
the Courts 
Nashville City Center, Ste. 
600 
511 Union Street 
Nashville, TN 37219 
615-741-2687  
Anne.louise.wirthlin@tncourt
s.gov  

Texas (2008) 
Bar Rule Article XIII 
 
 

None 5 of the 
last 10 

Retired  Yes Yes 
(If over the 
age of 70)  

Yes  
(XII 4-G) 

Yes Yes Yes (Legal 
service 
program 
must 
disclose 
“The 
existence 
and extent 
of 
malpractice 
insurance 
which will 
cover the 
emeritus 
attorney”) 

Texas Lawyers Care 
512-427-1855 
800-204-2222, ext. 1855 
tlcmail@texasbar.com 
 

Utah (1996) 
Utah Bar Rules Chapter 
14* 
*Rule 14-402 et seq. 
(RIM); Rule 14-803 
(Bylaws); Rule 14-401 et 
seq. (MCLE)  

If retired, 
75 or older 
(or attorney 
must have 
50 years or 
more of 
practice)  

If retired, 
50 years 
of 
practice 
(or 
attorney 
must be 
age 75 
or older) 

“Inactive 
Emeritus” 
(active 50 
for years or 
at least 75 
years of 
age) 
or  
Inactive  

No Reduced, if 
inactive, 
Waived if 
Inactive 
Emeritus 

Yes Yes Yes No mention Karolina Abuzyarova 
Utah State Bar 
Access to Justice 
Department 
801-578-3925 
probono@utahbar.org 
karolinaa@utcourts.gov 

Vermont  
(no emeritus rule as of 
March 2015) 

          

Virginia (2010)  
Supreme Court Rule 3 § 
(e) 
 

None 10 of the 
last 15 

Retired  No Yes No Yes Yes No mention  
Virginia State Bar  
804-775-0522 
Carl Doss  
4/13 LM 

http://www.tsc.state.tn.us/rules/supreme-court/50a
mailto:Anne.louise.wirthlin@tncourts.gov
mailto:Anne.louise.wirthlin@tncourts.gov
http://www.texasbar.com/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Governing_Documents&Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=11009
http://www.texasbar.com/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Governing_Documents&Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=11009
mailto:tlcmail@texasbar.com
https://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/ucja/ch14/04%20MCLE/USB14-402.html
http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/rules/ucja/ch14/08%20Special%20Practice/USB14-803.html
mailto:probono@utahbar.org
http://www.vsb.org/pro-guidelines/index.php/bar-govt/classes-of-membership/
http://www.vsb.org/pro-guidelines/index.php/bar-govt/classes-of-membership/


State 
(Adopted/Amended) 

Age 
Restriction 

Years of 
Practice 
Required 

Attorneys 
Eligible 

(Retired, 
Inactive, 
Other) 

 

Out-of-
State 

License 
Allowed 

Dues  
Waived 

 

MCLE 
Waived 

Required to 
Work with a 

Certified 
Legal 

Services 
Program 

Direct 
Supervision 

Required 

Malpractice 
Insurance 
Mentioned 
in the Rule 

Contact 

Washington (1998) 
Court Rule 8 (e) 
 
 

None 5 of the 
last 10 if 
in-state;  
10 of the 
last 15 if 
out-of-
state  
 
 
 

Retired 
from the 
practice of 
law  

Yes Reduced Yes  
(one-time 
orientation 
training 
required) 

Yes No No mention Shelly Wick 
Membership/Systems 
Manager 
Washington State Bar 
Association 
206-727-8279 direct line 
206-727-8313 fax 
shellyw@wsba.org 
 
Access to Justice Programs 
Manager 
Washington State Bar 
Association 
206-727-8282 
4/13 LM 
 

West Virginia (2006) 
Bar Rule Bylaws Article II 
§ 11 
 

None 10 Retired  
or  
Inactive  
or Active 
but not 
practicing 

Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes No mention Rory Perry 
Clerk of the Court 
West Virginia Court of 
Appeals 
304-558-2601 
 

Wisconsin  
(no emeritus rule as of 
March 2015) 

          

Wyoming (2013)(2014) 
State Bar Bylaws Article I 
§ 3 (h)  
 
http://www.courts.state.w
y.us/WSC/CourtRule?Rul
eNumber=78#641  

None None Any 
attorney in 
good 
standing 

No Yes Reduced 
(7 hours 
per year 
including at 
least  / 1 
hour of 
ethics  

Yes No Yes (must 
at a 
minimum 
accept 
coverage 
provided by 
emeritus 
program) 

Cathy Duncil 
Admissions Director/Pro 
Bono Coordinator 
Wyoming State Bar 
307-432-2105 
cduncil@wyomingbar.org 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.courts.wa.gov/court_rules/?fa=court_rules.rulesPDF&ruleId=gaapr08&pdf=1
http://www.wvbar.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/WV-Bar-Const-By-Laws-and-Rule-Regulations.pdf
http://www.wvbar.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/WV-Bar-Const-By-Laws-and-Rule-Regulations.pdf
http://www.wvbar.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/WV-Bar-Const-By-Laws-and-Rule-Regulations.pdf
http://www.courts.state.wy.us/WSC/CourtRule?RuleNumber=78%23641
http://www.courts.state.wy.us/WSC/CourtRule?RuleNumber=78%23641
http://www.courts.state.wy.us/WSC/CourtRule?RuleNumber=78%23641
http://www.courts.state.wy.us/WSC/CourtRule?RuleNumber=78%23641
http://www.courts.state.wy.us/WSC/CourtRule?RuleNumber=78%23641
http://www.courts.state.wy.us/WSC/CourtRule?RuleNumber=78%23641
mailto:cduncil@wyomingbar.org

