
Commission on Minorities in the Judiciary  
Teleconference – Minutes 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 

12:30 p.m. – 1:0 p.m.  
Conference Room 332  

1501 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ  85007 

 
Members attending telephonically: Diandra Benally, Professor Paul Bennett, Professor Patricia 
Ferguson-Bohnee, Judge Gilberto Figueroa, Catarina Johnson, Judge Roxanne Song Ong, Marian 
Zapata-Rossa, John Vivian, Judge Maurice Portley 

Members Absent: Mike Baumstark, Judge Maria  Avilez, Judge Anna Huberman, Frankie Jones, Judge 
Dan Slayton, Judge Alma Vildosola, Judge Penny Willrich, (Ret.) 

AOC Staff:  Susan Pickard, Sabrina Nash 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

WELCOME:  The meeting was called to order at 12:45 p.m. by Judge Maurice Portley. 

QUORUM:  Judge Portley stated that because there was not a quorum, COM would vote informally, and 
then send an email to those who were unable to attend telephonically due to their schedules.  

BUSINESS ITEM: Co-Sponsorship of the School-to-Prison Pipeline in Indian Country Town Hall 

Professor Patricia Ferguson-Bohnee, ABA, Coalition on Racial and Ethnic Justice and a COM Member, 
stated that this year the Coalition is hosting three School-to-Prison Pipeline Town Halls across the 
country.  Participants in the town halls will focus on the issues and discuss potential solutions.  The town 
hall being held March 27, 2015, at ASU in Tempe is being organized by Professor Ferguson-Bohnee and 
will focus exclusively this issue in Indian Country.  In addition, two symposiums with a broader focus on 
the school-to-prison pipeline will be held in conjunction with the town hall.  The symposiums will feature 
lawyers, law professors and other experts who have developed successful programs and projects across 
the country that address pipeline issues and solutions.  

Discussion: In his absence, Susan Pickard presented Mike Baumstark’s concern that COM would be 
sponsoring a function in which they had had no meaningful participation.  Professor Ferguson-Bohnee 
stated that she was the organizer of the Town Hall which will include presentations by other COM 
members.  She noted the educational nature of the Town Hall and the Commission’s interest in 
disproportionate minority contact and development of the Report Card as great tie-ins to the Town Hall. 

Consensus Motion: Paul Bennett moved to agree that COM should be a non-financial, co-sponsor for 
the Town Hall. Seconded by: Judge Gilberto Figueroa.  Vote: Unanimous consensus 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:59 p.m. 

 

 


