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COMMISSION ON MINORITIES IN THE JUDICIARY 
Minutes 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 
1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

Conference Room 230 
 1501 West Washington Street 

Phoenix, AZ  85007 
 

 

Present:  Dr. Joanne Basta, Professor Paul Bennett, Catherina Johnson, Frankie Jones, Judge Maurice Portley, 
Judge Roxanne Song Ong (Ret.), Judge Anna Huberman, Dr. John Vivian, Diandra Benally, Judge Joan 
Wagener 
 
Telephonic:  Judge Maria Avilez, Judge Alma Vildosola, Ms. Marian Zapata-Rossa, Judge Dan Slayton 
 
Absent/Excused:  Mr. Mike Baumstark, Professor Patricia Ferguson-Bohnee, Judge Gilberto Figueroa, Mr. 
Domingo Flores, Judge Penny Willrich (Ret.) 
 
Presenters/Guests:  Troy Larkin, Ed Maldonado, Mike Martinez, Mauricio Hernandez, Andrea Gutierrez, 
Alice Novoa, Laura Leighton, Alice Benson, George Schade, Jr.  
 
Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) Staff: Susan Pickard, Sabrina Nash 
 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS  
 
Welcome, Announcements, Introduction of New members – Judge Maurice Portley introduced 
Dr. Joanne Basta, Pima County Juvenile Court Center. Dr. Basta manages the Research and Evaluation Unit and 
the Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) project for the court.  Everyone in the room and on the phone 
then introduced him/herself. 

 
Approval of August 6, 2015 Minutes 
 

Motion: Judge Anna Huberman moved to approve the August 6, 2015 meeting minutes as corrected 
with the addition of her attendance at the August 6, 2015 meeting.  
Seconded by:  Frankie Jones Vote:  Passed unanimously 

 
BUSINESS ITEMS/POTENTIAL ACTION ITEMS  
 
Native American Bar Association, Arizona Chapter (NABA-AZ) – Diandra Benally, President, provided an 
update on NABA-AZ’s activities.  The activities include: 

• The NABA-AZ hosts two signature events annually; a golf tournament in March or April, and the 
Seventh Generation Dinner and Silent Auction in September. These events raise money for the 
scholarship program and bring the Native American community together to support law students. 

• In January, in light of the Super Bowl being held in Arizona, the bar held a symposium on Indian 
mascots at the Heard Museum with Professor Kevin Goldberg, Director of the National American Indian 
Museum in Washington, DC. 

• In conjunction with ASU, the bar conducts an annual spring training event that provides CLE on Navajo 
Law. 
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• At the 2016 Spring Training for Lawyers conference the bar will conduct a CLE on Same Sex Marriage 
in Indian County jointly with the Indian Law section of the Arizona State Bar. 

• The NABA-AZ established a subcommittee on the Indian Child Welfare Act to address recent litigation 
in Arizona and upcoming new regulations that will be unveiled in 2016. 

 
In closing, Ms Benally shared that the national bar has published a groundbreaking study that is the first 
comprehensive study ever done on native attorneys titled, “The Pursuit of Inclusion and In Depth Exploration of 
the Experience and Perspectives of Native American Attorneys in the Legal Profession.” 
 
Arizona Minority Bar Association (AMBA) 2015-2016 Year in P/Review – Troy E. Larkin, President, spoke 
to the members telephonically about AMBA activities.  Those activities include: 

• Presenting a CLE on Becoming a Commissioner to encourage more diverse applicants to become a 
judge. 

• Hosting after-hours mixers open to all attorneys and legal staff to unite them and show members what 
AMBA is about and what it can offer them. 

• Working with the sister bars to advertise AMBA’s programming, CLEs and events to have a more 
collaborative effort between all the bar associations, judiciary and legal community.    

 
Mr. Larkin added that the AMBA is there to support all the bar associations and the legal community in any 
way that they can.  Mr. Larkin indicated the AMBA is open to suggestions on how they can best be of service 
and assist in diversifying the profession.  

 
Racial and Ethnic Equality in the Criminal Justice System – Judge Joan Wagener and Dr. Joanne Basta 
provided an overview of Judge Andre M. Davis’, United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, 
presentation Racial and Ethnic Equality in the Criminal Justice System.   Judge Wagener attended the short 
version of the presentation.  Judge Davis spoke primarily about a MacArthur Foundation Grant that offers the 
grantee $175, 000 to research and write the proposal for the $2 million grant.  Pima County, one of twenty, has 
been invited to apply.  The proposal is due in January 2016, and must focus on disproportionate minority 
contact (DMC) in the adult arena.  The MacArthur Foundation is looking for unique proposals to reduce DMC 
and incarceration for minorities. 
 
Judge Wagener also noted that the national statistics presented by Judge Davis showed that: 

• minorities have warrants issued against them at a higher rate than others, 
• tend to have higher bonds, 
• are less able to meet the higher bonds, and 
• when incarcerated, minorities tend to be incarcerated more frequently and for longer periods of time. 

 
These are the issues Pima County will address in their proposal.   Dr. Joanne Basta also shared that Judge Davis 
encouraged judges to get more involved in their communities by volunteering. 
 
Thoughts on Merit Selection and the Commission on Minorities in the Judiciary – Judge Portley stated that 
there has been an ongoing discussion between Chief Justice Bales and Mr. Mike Martinez regarding bench 
diversity.  Judge Portley invited Mr. Mike Martinez to address his concerns.  Mr. Martinez stated that he 
believes that the COM has lost its focus, becoming more of a public relations group than was originally 
intended by Administrative Order 90-22. He specifically noted the original mission of enriching the diversity of 
the judiciary to reflect the community it serves. 
 
2016 Meeting Schedule - Susan Pickard presented the tentative meeting schedule for 2016 as: 

• February 4, 2016 
• May 5, 2016 
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• September 8, 2016 
• November 3, 2016 

 
Ms. Pickard stated that the meeting time would remain 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. and with the exception of the 
September 8, 2016 meeting all the meetings would be in conference room 230.  The meeting room for 
September 2016 is yet to be determined. 
 
Action: Staff will update members when a room has been secured for the September meeting. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Good of the Order/Call to the Public 
 
There two members of the public, Alice Novoa and Laura Leighton, addressed the Commission:  
   
Meeting adjourned at 2:46 p.m. 
 


