
Approved Minutes 
ARIZONA STATE, TRIBAL & FEDERAL COURT FORUM 

Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Committee  
Thursday, August 16, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Arizona Courts Building, Room 119A/B 
1501 West Washington 

Phoenix, AZ  85007 
 
 

I. Registration (Began at 8:30 a.m.) 
 
II. Call to Order and Greeting – Com. Kathleen Quigley and Judge Kami Hart  
 
III. Introductions by Members and Participants 

Attendees introduced themselves and their interest in and experience with 
ICWA. 

 
IV. Committee Business 
 

A. Report on Goals and Priorities Survey 
The following matters were voted by the members and participants to be 
the top priorities: 
1. Training court appointed attorneys, CPS workers, social workers, new 

judges and juvenile judges in handling ICWA cases. 
2. Need for Arizona statutes and rules to address and clarify ICWA 

application. 
3. ICWA placement priorities. 
4. Need for attorneys to raise ICWA issues on behalf of Indian parents 

and children and the need to define the role of guardian ad litem vs. 
attorney for child. 

5. Consistency between ASFA and permanency provisions and AZ law 
and ICWA priorities and timeframes. 

6. Clarification of who should serve as a “qualified expert”. 
7. Greater coordination with CPS on obtaining information for court 

report, home studies and kinship placement. 
8. State Court overall compliance with ICWA. 

 
B. Work Group Formation and Assignment 

• Cross-Jurisdictional and Interagency Cooperation: (develop practical non-
legal solutions) Convener, Hon. Kathleen Quigley, Warren Kontz (or 
designee), Tamara Walters, Regina Yazzie, Linda Johnson, and Byron 
Donahue.  

• Law and rules: (develop AZ resource guide, case law summary and 
required legislation and rule changes) Hon. Roland Steinle - Convener, 
Michelle Nimmo, Dawn Williams, Adam Johnson, Regina Yazzie (or 



designee), Shannon Burns (or designee), Barbara Atwood, Edwin 
Gonzalez-Santin, and Mel Stoof (Pascua Yaqui Tribal Court). 

• Education:  (plan conference and develop other training opportunities) 
Caroline Lautt-Owens – Convener (or designee), Hon. Kathleen Quigley, 
Hon. Kami Hart, Tamara Walters, Anita Fineday (or designee), Hon. Joe 
Butner, Shannon Burns or Kierstin Anderson, Laura Giaquinto, Byron 
Donahue, Hon. Lisa Abrams, and Regina Yazzie. 
 

C. Resources Identification 
Action Item:  David Withey to contact Michigan Supreme Court regarding 
the development and staffing of the individuals who produced the Indian 
Child Welfare Act of 1978:  A Court Resource Guide. 
 

D. ICWA Conference Planning  
Members commented on the benefits of the ICWA conference last year.  
Members agreed another conference should be planned for around April, 
2013 and determined CIP money is available. Two subject matters 
proposed for a 2013 conference were customary adoption (Dawn 
Williams) and addressing the expedited process for children under the age 
of three (Linda Johnson). 
 
Action item:  David requested that the members and participants bring a 
list to the next ICWA meeting of subject matters that they would like to see 
presented at the conference. 

 
E. Electronic Notification Program 

Michelle Nimmo provided an update of the electronic notification pilot 
program.  She requested that anyone interested in participating in the 
program contact her Michelle.Nimmo@azag.gov. Regina Yazzie 
expressed “cautious” interest. 

 
F. ICWA Resource Guide for Michigan Judges 

(Matter covered previously in meeting.) 
 

G. Future Meetings 
Next ICWA meeting scheduled for November 2, 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. at the 
Arizona Courts Building.   

 
V. Open Forum 
  No discussion. 
 
VI. Adjournment  

Meeting adjourned at 11:39 a.m. 
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