




Child Abuse In Arizona
Source: DCS Semi-Annual Child Welfare Report, Reporࣅng Period April 2015- September 2015

•  During the reporধng period, the statewide Child Abuse Hotline received 26,455 calls that met the  
  statutory criteria for a report. 
•   The number of children in out-of-home care increased from 17,592 in the prior reporࣅng period to
  18,657.
••  The majority of children in out-of-home care have a case plan goal of family reunificaࣅon (54.9%).
•   In the reporধng period, 3,102 children exited DES custody due to family reunificaধon, and 1,576
  children exited DES custody due to adopধon. 
•  The majority of children in out-of-home care are from ages 1 to 5 years (33.4%).
•  The ethnic majority of children in out-of-home care are Hispanic (35.2%) and Caucasian (35.6%).
•  African American children represent 4.8% of the state’s populaࣅon yet represent 15% of the
  out-of-home care populaࣅon.
• •  Children with a case plan of adopধon spend an average of 2 years and 51 days in out-of-home care.
•  A quarter (25.6%) of children in foster care have been in out-of-home care for 13 to 24 months.
•  The average number of placements was 2.3, and the range for the number of placements was 1 to 59.

Advocacy for Arizona’s Abused and Neglected Children
Source: CASA of Arizona data as of March 2016 
•  CASA volunteers have made a significant impact in the lives of over 20,557 Arizona children by helping   
   them find safe and permanent homes.
•  In 2015, CASA volunteers logged over 92,600 hours serving Arizona’s abused and neglected children.
• •  In 2015, CASA volunteers drove over 647,000 miles (ođen on their own dime) to visit children, aħend
  court hearings, meet with teachers, foster parents, social workers, and advocate relentlessly for the
  children they serve.
•  CASA of Arizona and its programs currently have 1,010 advocates that serve abused and neglected     
    children throughout the fiđeen counধes in Arizona.  

Beħer Outcomes and Cost Effecধveness
Source: 2013 Naࣅonal CASA Staࣅsࣅcs Report  
•  More than 90% of children with CASA volunteers never reenter the child welfare system, a significant 
  difference compared to the general foster care populaধon. This outcome also results in significant  
  savings in child welfare expenses. 
••  Children with CASA volunteers, and their families, receive more court ordered services and because of  
  the volunteer’s detailed knowledge of the child’s circumstances, those services are more carefully 
  targeted and monitored. 
•  The total esধmated annual direct cost of child abuse and neglect in the U.S. is over $33.3 billion. These 
  are costs associated with the immediate needs of abused or neglected children, and include
  hospitalizaধon, mental health care, child welfare systems, and law enforcement.
•  The child welfare system could not afford to provide a comparable level of advocacy through 
    non-volunteer approaches. In 2013, CASA volunteers (naধonally) contributed 5.7 million advocacy 
  hours, equivalent to almost $290 million in taxpayer dollars if compensated for their service. 
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