Section Five

	Activity: Cultural Pursuit


Read the following statements and circle/initial the statements that describe you.
Cultural Pursuit
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have had your  name mispronounced
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Know what Nisei1 means
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 You know what “comparable worth2” means

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have a parent or grandparent who was not born in the United States
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have had to overcome physical barriers in life
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 You know what Rosa Parks3 did

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Are from a mixed-heritage background
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Know what an upside-down pink triangle4 symbolizes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have traced your family lineage or heritage

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Are bilingual/multi-lingual
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Know what Kwanzaa5 is
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Know why the Irish immigrated to the United States in the 1840s6

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have been misunderstood by a person from a different culture
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Know the meaning of “mensch7”
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have seen a step show8

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can name the West Coast equivalent to Ellis Island9
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have experienced being stereotyped
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have an abuela10

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Know how many federally recognized Native American tribes11 are in the United States
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 You listen to salsa music
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Know who Harvey Milk12 was

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can name the lawyer who argued for the petitioner in Brown v. Board of Education13
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 You know the significance of eagle feathers14
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Know what lumpia15 is


Numbered concepts have additional information on the next page.
	Cultural Pursuit Activity Key


1 Nisei [pronounced nee-say]: Second-generation Japanese American; Issei [ee-say] is first-generation, and Sansei [sahn-say] is third-generation.
2 “Comparable worth”: Equal pay for equal work.
3 Rosa Parks (1913–2005): An African American civil rights leader who, in 1955 in Montgomery, Alabama, resisted a local ordinance by refusing to give up her seat to a white man and move to the back of the bus. Her actions were a catalyst for bus strikes and much of the civil rights movement.
4 Upside-down pink triangle: A symbol used in Nazi Germany to identify gay male concentration camp inmates; lesbians were identified with a black triangle.
5 Kwanzaa: An African American and pan-African holiday established in 1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga. Occurring from December 26 to January 1, Kwanzaa, which means “first fruits of the harvest,” is a time to celebrate family, community, and culture.

6 Why the Irish immigrated in the 1840s: For political and economic reasons. This was the period of the potato famine.
7 “Mensch”: A Yiddish word for a decent, honorable person.
8 Step show: Traditional African American dance that originated within slave communities (often, Celtic dance—Scottish and Irish communities also step dance).
9 West Coast equivalent to Ellis Island: Angel Island off the California coast, which served as an entry point primarily for Asian immigrants.
10 Abuela [ah-BWAY-la]: Spanish word for grandmother.
11 There are more than 550 federally recognized tribes in the United States, including over 200 village groups in Alaska. “Federally recognized” means these tribes and groups have a special, legal relationship with the US government. This relationship is referred to as a government-to-government relationship.
12 Harvey Milk: A San Francisco city supervisor who was the first openly gay elected official in the country. He was assassinated because he was gay.

13 Lawyer who argued for the petitioner in Brown v. Board of Education: Thurgood Marshall, in the case to end school segregation based on race.
14 Eagle feathers: A symbol of significance for many Native Americans, they are often given as gifts or worn by individuals during significant life events, such as graduation and marriage.
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