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TOM HENRY RETIRES AS CASA 

 

Recently Tom Henry 
hung up his CASA 
badge, after twenty-
three years as a CASA!  
His tenure is the record 
for the Verde side of 
the county. 

Tom is a native Arizo-
nan, born in the copper 
mining town of Miami, 
and graduated from 
Globe High School and 

NAU.  After a year teaching in California, he returned to Arizona 
and taught for thirty years at Mingus Union High School, mostly 
English and Math.   

Kids were his life, after having been a teacher and coach 
for over thirty years.  He loves the Verde Valley and working with 
kids.  After reading an article in the newspaper about the CASA 
Program, he decided this was another way for him to still be in-
volved with kids, that he likes being of service to kids.  Tom says 
he has worked with dozens of kids but prefers teens.  His first 
case was with an adorable four-year old boy named Walter and 
he wonders what ever happened to him.  Another of his boys 
lives in Michigan, is in his thirties and Tom has phone contact 
with him.  Tom says the high point of his career as a CASA was 
the day he introduced his boy to the child’s biological dad, a man 
Tom had taught at Mingus.  At the case’s conclusion, Dad was 
given custody.  The boy in Tom’s last case will soon age out of 
the program, but Tom has encouraged him to enter the Inde-
pendent Living Program.  Tom plans to maintain a relationship 
with this young man, and says he can do things with him he 
could not do as a CASA, like camp together. 

In addition to being a CASA, Tom served the CASA pro-
gram by writing a column for the monthly newsletter.  Using the 
pen name, Miss Hansen, named after one of his former English 
teachers, Tom wrote columns on English grammar, especially as 
it applied to our Court reports. 

 (Continued on Page 5) 



2 

 

M T W T F 
  

 
 1 

 
Best for Babies 
JJC @ 10:00 

2  
 

5 

 
6 FDC @ 3:30 
 
 
 
 
hearings 

7 8 Jane’s Case Support  

JJC @ 11:00 (Myla) 

 
C4KF fundraiser 
meeting JJC @ 9:00  
 
FCRB 

9 
Best for Babies 
Court Teams Meet-
ing in P.V. @ 10:00 
 
 
FCRB 

12 13 
 
 
 
hearings 

14 

 

15 
Time For Teens 
JJC @ 9:30 

16 

19 20 FDC @ 3:00 
 
 
 
No hearings today 

21  Court Report  

     Writing Class   

11:00 –12:30 @ JJC 

22 23 

26 27 

 

hearings 

28 29 30  6:00 Anti-

Bullying Movie @ 

Elks Theater 

8/1—Best for Babies @ JJC ~10:00 

8/6 & 8/20— Family Drug Court @ JJC ~ 3:30 on the 6th and 3:00 on the 20th 

8/6, 13 & 27—Dependency Hearings at the JJC—call the CASA office for times 

8/8—Jane’s Case Support @ JJC ~ 11:00 

8/8—Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundation Fundraiser Meeting @ JJC ~ 9:00 

8/8 &9—Foster Care Review Board Meeting @ JJC 

8/9—Best for Babies Court Team Meeting @ 3298 Bob Dr. in PV 

8/15—Time For Teens @ JJC ~ 9:30 

8/21—Court Report Writing Class @ JJC ~ 11:00-12:30 

8/30—Anti Bullying Movie @ Elks Theater ~ 6:00 pm. 

August at a glance 

Yavapai CASA Calendar 
August 2013 
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2 3  FDC @ 3:00 

 
 
hearings 

4 5 
 
Best for Babies  
10:00 @ JJC 
 

6 
 

9 

 
10 
 
 
 
 
hearings 

11 12 
Jane’s Case Support 
11:00 @ JJC 
 
C4KF Board Mtg. 
9:00 @ JJC 
FCRB 

13  
Best for Babies 
Court Teams Mtg. 
in P.V. @ 10:00 
 
 
FCRB 

16 17  FDC @ 3:00 
 
 
 
hearings 

18  Janet’s Case 
Support - 11:00 @ 
JJC 

 

19 
Time for Teens 9:30 
@ JJC 

20 

23 24 
 
 
 
hearings 

25 
 

26 27 

30     

9/3 & 9/17  Family Drug Court (FDC) 3:00 @ JJC 

9/3, 10, 17 & 24  Dependency Hearings at the JJC—call the CASA office for times 

9/5  Best for Babies 10:00 @ JJC 

9/12  Jane’s Case Support 11:00 @ JJC 

9/12  CASA for Kids Foundation Board Meeting 9:00 @ JJC 

9/12 & 9/13 Foster Care Review Board Meeting @ JJC 

9/13  Best for Babies Court Teams Meeting in PV  

9/18  Janet’s Case Support 11:00 @ JJC 

9/19  Time for Teens 9:30 @ JJC 

September at a glance 

Yavapai CASA Calendar 
September 2013 
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“BULLY – The 

Movie” 

 

Date: Friday, August 30th, 2013 

  

Event: Anti Bullying Film:  

“BULLY – The Movie”   

 

Time: 6:00PM 

  

Place: The Elks Theater 

                   117 E. Gurley Street  
 

 

Q&A with Kirk Smalley, the founder of  Stand 
for the Silent and our guess speaker  - family 

profiled in the Bully Movie 
  

Admission Prices:  $6 Adults & $3 Kids 

CASA’s, here is an excellent opportunity to get some 

training credit:  
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Coordinator’s CornerCoordinator’s Corner    

 

Sometimes we are surprised. Even when a case is over, we will remember the children 
and we hear from them occasionally.  A few years ago David and I  were CASAs in a 
case for two children; same mother different fathers. As the case closed, one child was 
adopted by his ‘forever’ parents and the other child was returned to the father and 
moved away. We send birthday and holiday cards to the children and most of  the time, 
they respond with a phone call. It’s wonderful to hear the voices change from a scared 
5 year old to a confident 10 year old. They will send us school pictures and hand 
drawn cards telling us about their schools, friends, sports and activities. One little girl 
called us to tell us about a reading award she had received.  These are the moments 
that you say to yourself, maybe we made a difference in their  lives. 

Just the other day this 10 year old boy called us and thanked us for the birthday card. 
It was such a pleasant surprise to hear his voice. He is very happy and does so many 
things with his forever parents. One of  the things he does is play soccer, and has 
promised to send us his schedule so we can go and watch him play.   

We hear every day the horror stories some children go thru. It is heartwarming to hear 
when things turn out right, the way we like to see them end.  

 

Submitted by Donna Orman 

(continued from front page) 

Last spring the Verde Valley CASA Children’s Foundation honored Tom with the CASA 
Angel award, an award given annually to a CASA in the Verde area who exemplifies the CASA 
program.  What a fitting end to his career!  The program will miss Tom. 

Contributed by Barbara Perriman 

Court Report Writing Class 

If  you are new to the CASA program and have never written a 

court report, or if  you have been a CASA and  can use a re-

fresher, please plan on joining us on August 21st from 11:00-

12:30 to learn about writing a CASA court report.  In addition 

to the class, there is a training module for court report writing 

on the AZ CASA website.  If  you go through the module, be 

sure to print out the certificate at the end and bring it to the 

CASA office for training credit.  
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Coordinator’s CornerCoordinator’s Corner    
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Coordinator’s CornerCoordinator’s Corner    
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Coordinator’s CornerCoordinator’s Corner    
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August Birthdays Melissa Montgomery  September 
Maryellen Chavez  Lynda O’Dell   Tracy Sauer 

Janet Sandoval  Richard Brody   Eileen Bond 

Jeff Robertson  Jane Shaw    Jayne O’Brien 

Bridgett Ryan  Barbara Perriman   Bpb Sherman 

David Martin  Broni Bruce   Ken Kimsey 

Mike Wade    Jackie Kimsey 
 

Join a Support Group 
 

Support Groups: 

 

Joining a support group helps you to be successful on your case.  The support groups provide lively and 
informative discussion by all.  The attendees include a mix of veteran and new CASAs. 

The Support groups meet various times throughout each month, providing an opportunity for you to par-
ticipate. 

 

 The group lead by Janet Lincoln meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the JJC, , 11:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

 The group lead by Jane Shaw meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at the JJC, 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 

 Best for Babies support group meets the first Thursday of each month at the JJC, 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. 

 Best for Babies Court Teams meeting is held the second Friday (this schedule is flexible, please 
check the calendar) of each month at Prevent Child Abuse AZ headquarters, 3298 Bob Drive, Prescott 
Valley at 10:00 a.m. (next to CPS) 

 Time 4 Teens monthly meeting is held the 3rd Thursday of each month at the JJC at 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. 

Coordinator’s CornerCoordinator’s Corner    

Just a Reminder:  

CASA Volunteers are often asked to supervise visits between parents and children, or trans-
port parents to visits, appointments, or other services. While CASAs often “observe” super-
vised visits (where an agency appointed supervisor is present with the parents), they are 
prohibited from supervising visits or transporting anyone but their CASA child or children. 
Please contact the CASA office at (928) 771-3165 if you have questions about CASA policy.   
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Name Change for CASA for Kids 

Yavapai CASA for Kids, Inc. has changed its name to the Yavapai CASA for 
Kids Foundation. The reason this name change was made is because people 
in the community often were confused by the difference between CASA for 

Kids and the actual CASA program itself.  The board felt that the name 
change makes it clearer that our organization is the fundraising arm for the 

CASA program. 

***************************************************************************************** 

Volunteers Needed for CASA for Kids Foundation 

Fundraiser 

The CASA for Kids Foundation needs additional funding support in order to carry out all the 
planned activities in 2013 to support children in foster care, youths in the ILS program, and CASA 
volunteers. Our normally scheduled August board meeting will be devoted to describing the event 
the fundraising committee is envisioning and to recruiting volunteers for the various tasks that will 
need to be completed. Some of  these tasks may be quite time-consuming, while others will be 
considerably less so. Also, the more volunteers we have, the less each individual person will need 
to do. 

 

This meeting will take place on Thursday, August 8th, at 9 AM, in the Juvenile Justice Center. 
We hope that as many CASAs as possible will attend this meeting and sign up for a task. Also, to 
be as successful as possible, we need other volunteers in the community. So if  you have a friend or 
neighbor who might like to lend a hand, please feel free to bring him/her. 

 

The 2013 CASA for Kids Foundation budget is the highest it's ever been -- more than $100,000. 
Of  this, approximately 90 - 95% goes directly to the children and to the CASA volunteers. 
Please consider supporting us in our efforts to raise as much money as possible. 

 

For questions, please contact the chair of  the fundraising committee, Susan Bailey Smith 
(sbaileysmith@hotmail.com, 928– 925-1971).   Thank you in advance for your support.      

  Yavapai CASA for Kids FoundationYavapai CASA for Kids Foundation    

 

Other Changes at Yavapai C4K Foundation 

Effective Immediately:   Janet Lincoln is now serving as President for the Yavapai CASA for Kids 

Foundation and Laura Taylor is the Corresponding Secretary.  

mailto:sbaileysmith@hotmail.com
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Time for Teens 
 

 Time 4 Teens has been very busy these past months. We are preparing for a training on Octo-
ber 25 on “ Child and Youth Sex Trafficking.” If  you are shocked to think that this is an issue 
here in our “Home Town” we have news for you!  Mark you calendars and register now for 
October 25th by contacting Quinci  at 928-771-3165. We have an informative group of  speak-
ers who will broaden your understanding of  what Trafficking is. 

 

 Eileen Bond has accepted the vice chair for Time 4 Teens. I welcome her wealth of  knowledge 
and wonderful sense of  humor. She will help Myla keep Time 4 Teens going during my leave 
of   absence, to which both Myla and I are grateful.  

 

 Our team has also been working on a project with WYGC, “Improving the Quality and Degree 
of  Child and Adolescent Involvement in their CFT’s.” Eileen and I brought the topic of  the 
“voice of  the child at a CFT” to the T4T team and then took it to WYGC. The Guidance 
Clinic conducted a survey of  facilitators and therapists who work with children and identified a 
number of  barriers to children’s effective participation in CFTs.   They then developed a 
“Potential Solutions Work Sheet” that the T4T team  have been working on.  We  would like 
CASA input.   The Solutions Work Sheet It will be e-mailed to CASAs  to fill out and e-mail 
back  to Quinci and given to the team. Now is the time for you to speak up and get things 
changed at CFT’s so please take the time to reflect on your experience, think about the prob-
lems and give us any solutions you may think of.  We will put it all together and present our 
ideas back to the Clinic – hopefully by mid-August. 

 

 Bob Sherman is working on a “Time 4 Teens Quick Reference” Binder for the CASA front of-
fice. This will contain printed articles or web sites pertaining to teens that CASA’s can take. If  
you find any informative information that you feel should be in the binder or a web site that 
we should include, please drop a copy off  for Bob or e-mail the site to him at 
RCS9234@gmail.com. Look for the binder in the next few weeks. 

Please join us at the Time 

for Teens meeting on the 

third Thursday of  each 

month at 9:30 at the JJC.  

Your ideas and expertise are 

most welcome! 

mailto:RCS9234@gmail.com
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Time for Teens (continued) 
 

 Many Thanks to Gay Lockling, Kathy Wombacher, Kathy Rhodes and Pat Robison for all the 
work they did breaking down the, “Motivational Interviewing” training for CASAs. I had been 
trying to take this training for years because I felt it would be a great tool to have working with 
teens who sometimes close you off  the moment you open your mouth with that first question. 
I learned so much from this team of  fun instructors. I would suggest that every take this train-
ing or that it be a yearly CASA training. It taught me to listen better, use open questions effec-
tively, give affirmations and to watch for that subtle change. I asked several of  the other 
CASAs that took the training to share their comments too.  Here’s what some of  them had to 
say: 

 

Karreemah Muhammad, Verde CASA:   

“Motivational Interviewing was very interactive and engaging.  It provided 

useful communicative tools that will aid the CASA in obtaining information 

and helping others develop their own intrinsic values.  This should be re-

quired training.“   
 

Katy Crago, Prescott CASA: 

“What I learned from this MI class is so important to the CASA work that we do 

every day.  Just because I’ve been doing this for several years, it didn’t mean that I 

couldn’t learn something new.  I highly recommend this class  to all soon to be or 

newly appointed CASAs  as well as all seasoned CASAs.  Gay Lockling and her pro-

bation officer associates taught us so  much about ourselves and the capabilities that 

we have at our disposal with MI. “ 

 

Bob Sherman, Prescott CASA: 

“I’ve learned how to open the first conversation with a kid, how to draw 

him out, with slow, patient conversation, asking “Open Ended Questions”, 

then “Reinforcing” what he tells me, “Affirming” the positive emotions or 

action he plans or has taken, and finally “Summarizing” for both of us 

part or all of the conversation we have just had. “ 

 

Christa Lasater and Eileen Bond 
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Verde Coordinator’s CornerVerde Coordinator’s Corner    

The Verde Valley CASA continues to recruit new volunteers. We 

are pleased to report that the Verde added one more CASA in July 

and will be adding two more CASA’s in August.  By September, the 

Verde will have added five new CASA’s for 2013! 

Knowing Who You Are training will be held on August 21st and 22nd in the Camp 

Verde Court House.  This training is highly interactive and focuses on cultural iden-

tity as well as racial and ethnic pride.  This training will enable the participants to see 

their role in assisting our youth who are in foster care. 

Studies have shown that youth who have a healthy racial and cultural identity are 

more resilient and able to cope with their experiences better.  Therefore, there is less 

depression, teen pregnancy and drug abuse.  The Knowing Who You Are Training is 

being presented throughout Arizona.  Trainees have included Judges, CASA’s, CPS 

case managers, Foster Care Providers and FCRB members.  Please see the flyer on 

page 16 for more details. 

The Verde CASA office has monthly support meetings.  Meetings begin at 

noon (12:00) and  finish around 1:30 PM.  Please see the Verde Calendar for up-

coming meeting dates. 

The Verde CASA office will have a booth at the Cottonwood Police 

Department’s Annual National Night Out.  The event will be held at 

the Cottonwood Kid’s Park from 5:30 PM—8:00 PM.  See flyer on 

page 17 for details.  Stop by and say hello! 
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September 2013 

 

 

August 2013 

Verde Valley CASA NewsVerde Valley CASA News    

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

   1 2 

5   Verde Hearings 6 

National Night 

Out 5:30—8:00 

7 8 9 

12 CASA Support 

Meeting  @ 12:00 

 

13 14 15 16 

19    Verde Hearings 20 21  Knowing Who You  
Are Training (see flyer 
for details) 

22  Knowing Who You 
Are Training  (see flyer 
for details) 

23 

26 CASA Training:   
Indira  Culmback from 
WYGC  discussing PTSD 
& the brain 12-1:30 

27 28 29 30 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

2 

Labor Day Holiday 

Office Closed 

3 4 5 6 

9  Verde Hearings 10 11 12 13 

12 CASA Support 

Meeting  @ 12:00 

17 18 19 20 

23  Verde Hearings 24 25 26 27 

30 
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Yavapai CASA for Kids, Inc.  

P.O. Box 12457, Prescott, AZ 86304 

(928) 445-0800 

www.yavapaicasaforkids.org     

  

Board Members 

Janet Lincoln, President 

Eileen Bond, Vice President 

Jennifer Whittemore, Treasurer 

Diana Dalsass, Secretary and   

 Public Relations Chair 445-6637 

Laura Taylor, Corresponding Secretary 

Barbara Polk. Grants Co-Chair    445-1204 

Jane Shaw, Grants Co-Chair 925-3604 

Vicky Rehak  

Susan Bailey-Smith, Grants 

Molly Sheehy (VISTA) Chair of the Family 

Visiting Center 445-0800 

Ann Haver-Allen 

Sandra Talosi 

Kate Shugrue-Schaffner 

Susan Bell 

Eric Niemeyer 

If you cannot attend an FCRB, you 

may e-mail the Board at:  

rptfcrb@courts.az.gov 

CASA of Yavapai County  
Phone: 928-771-3165 

Fax: 928-771-3387 

Prescott:  

Tracy Sauer, Program Manager (928) 777-7901    

Email: tsauer@courts.az.gov  
 

Myla Smith, CASA Coordinator (928) 777-7900 

Email: msmith2@courts.az.gov 
 

Quinci Castleberry, CASA Support Staff 

Email: qcastleberry@courts.az.gov 
 

Lynda Ransom, CASA Support Staff 

Email:  lransom@courts.az.gov 
 

Kristen Newman, Family Drug Court  

Coordinator  (928) 771-3398  

Email: knewman@courts.az.gov  

  

Camp Verde: 

Mike Wade…..CASA Coordinator 

(928) 554-8903 
 

Brianne Maijala…..Support Staff 

(928) 554-8900 

 

 

 

Yavapai CASA for Kids generously donates gift cards (various denominations and designs avail-
able) for CASAs to celebrate birthdays, special events, and/or big (or yes, even little) accomplish-
ments with their CASA children. Every foster child can use a little “celebration”.  In addition, the 

board provides $10 gas cards for CASAs that travel long distances to visit their children. Please 
contact the CASA office for details at 771-3165 

Yavapai CASA for Kids, Inc.  
Serving our Court Protected Children and the CASA 

Program 

Court Appointed Special Advocates 

…a child’s voice in court 

C A S A  O F  Y AVAPA I  

C O UNT Y  

W E ’ R E ON  TH E W E B:  

www.CASAofYavapaiCounty.org  

Contact InformationContact Information    


