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Just a few short months ago we were celebrating the ground breaking 
at the site of the new Juvenile Justice 
Center facility. The pictures (taken March 
1st) certainly show how quickly the 
project has progressed. Although a 
concrete (no pun intended) completion 
date is not provided at this point, 
estimated 
completion is 
planned in 
August. The 
CASA Office 
(and Court 

Improvement/Dependency Coordination) 
and the Family Drug Court staff will be 
among those departments moving into the new facility making it their 
new home. Although completion is planned for the Fall, an actual 
move date for program staff is not yet known. The Juvenile Detention 
operations and Juvenile Probation staff will need a period of time to 
complete their training in and transfer to the new state of the art 
facility. If you have an opportunity to drive by the new center, it is 
located on Prescott Lakes Parkway down the hill from Wal-Mart closer 
to The Humane Society location. We will keep you informed as to the 

progress and look forward to sharing 
move in and grand opening dates as 
they become available.  

Juvenile Justice 

Center 
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In this Issue….. 

SAVE THE DATE...SAVE THE DATE...  

CASA 
CASA of Yavapai County  

March 2012 Newsletter 

 

March 19, 2012 
CASA Training 

‘Court Report Writing 
Refresher’ 

Mackin Building 
10:00 ~ 11:30 

 
April 27, 2012 

CASA Appreciation 
Luncheon 

Mackin Building  
 

Adoption Day 
June 1, 2012 

2:00 
 

 

Celebration, Gift, 
and 

Gas Cards 
Available!!! 

 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW JUVENILE 

JUSTICE CENTER IS WELL UNDERWAY! 
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   1 
 Baby Case 
Support 
meeting 10:00 ~ 
room 307 

2 
Best for Babies   
Court Teams 
meeting 10:00 ~ 
Fair Street 

 5 
 

6 
 
FDC ~ 2:30 

7 8 
Jane‟s Case 
Support, 11:00 

9 
FCRB—Division 
St. 

12  

Time for Teens 
monthly meeting 

9:00 ~ 11:00  
 

C for K Board 
Mtg. 4:00 
 

13 14 15 16 

19 
CASA Training 
~ 10:00, Mackin 
Building 

20 
 
 
FDC ~ 2:30 

21 
Christa‟s Case 
Support, 11:00   

22 23 

26 Best for 
Babies Learning 
Community 9:00 
~ Noon 

27 28 
Christa‟s Case 
Support, 11:00   

29 30 

     

3/1 Baby Case Support meeting, Courthouse, room 307, 10:00 

3/2 Best for Babies Court Teams meeting, Fair Street, 10:00 

3/6 & 20 Family Drug Court, Courthouse Division 1 Courtroom, 2:30 ~ 5:00 

3/8 Jane‟s Case Support meeting, Yavapai Title, 123 N. Montezuma, 11:00 

3/9 FCRB—Division Street 

3/12 Time for Teens monthly meeting, Yavapai Title, 123 N. Montezuma, 9:00 ~ 11:00 

3/12 C for K Board Meeting, Visiting Center, United Methodist Church, 4:00 ~ 5:00 

3/19 CASA Training, „Court Report Writing Refresher‟, Mackin Bldg, 840 Rodeo Drive, 10:00 ~ 11.30 

3/21 Christa‟s Case Support, Yavapai Title, 123 N. Montezuma, 11:00 

3/26 Yavapai Best for Babies Learning Community, Prescott Library, Founder‟s Room, 9:00 ~ noon 

3/28 Christa‟s Case Support, Yavapai Title, 123 N. Montezuma, 11:00 

March  at a glance 

Yavapai CASA Calendar 

March, 2012 
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4/3 & 17 Family Drug Court, Courthouse Division 1 Courtroom, 2:30 ~ 5:00 

4/5 Baby Case Support meeting, Courthouse, room 307, 10:00 

4/6 Best for Babies Court Teams meeting, Fair Street, 10:00 

4/9 Time for Teens monthly meeting, Yavapai Title, 123 N. Montezuma 9:00 ~ 11:00,  

4/9 C for K Board Meeting,Visiting Center, United Methodist Church 4:00 ~ 5:00 

4/12 Jane‟s Case Support, Yavapai Title, 123 N. Montezuma, 11:00 

4/18 Christa‟s Case Support, Yavapai Title, 123 N. Montezuma, 11:00 

4/25 Christa‟s Case Support, Yavapai Title, 123 N. Montezuma, 11:00 

4/27 CASA Appreciation, Mackin Building, “Save the Date” 

 

Yavapai CASA Calendar 

April, 2012 

M T W T F 
  2 
  

3 
 
 
FDC ~ 2:30 

4 5 
Baby Case 
Support 
meeting 10:00 ~ 

6 
Best for Babies   
Court Teams 
meeting 10:00 ~ 

9 
Time for Teens 
monthly meeting 

9:00 ~ 11:00  
 

C for K Board 
Mtg. 4:00 
 

10 11 12 
Jane‟s Case 
Support, 11:00 

13 

16 17 
 
 
 
 
 
FDC ~ 2:30 

18 
Christa‟s Case 
Support, 11:00   

19 20 

23 24 25 
Christa‟s Case 
Support, 11:00   

26 27 
CASA Appreciation 
Mackin Building  
“Save the Date” 

30        

April at a glance ... 
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Time for TeensTime for Teens  

 

Watch this page of  your monthly CASA newsletter for information from the 

Time for Teens team. 

 

TIME 4 TEENS 
Submitted by Nancy Van der Voort 

 

MEETINGS 
Time for Teens monthly meetings are held from 9:00-11:00 on the second Monday of each month at the 
Yavapai Title building on Montezuma just north of Gurley.  Along with our educational focus, we also know 
that there is a great need for CASAs with teens to be able to discuss teen-related challenges and we want to 
provide opportunities for that to happen. If you are a CASA who has been appointed to a teen or you 
have an interest in supporting programs that provide opportunities to promote educational 
opportunities to those who serve teens, please consider joining us for our meetings. 
 

SECOND TIME 4 TEENS CONFERENCE 

The second Time 4 Teens Conference was offered on February 24, 2012 in Prescott.  The conference was 
attended by CASAs, attorneys, foster parents, and CPS caseworkers.  As an added benefit to attorneys, recently 
Judge Mackey approved 5 CLE credits for Yavapai County attorneys when they attend Time 4 Teens 
conferences.  Certificates of Attendance are provided to anyone needing proof of training hours and CASAs 
can receive 5 hours toward their annual training requirement for each conference attended. 

The schedule included two highly sensitive topics related to teens. Suicide:  Who‟s At Risk was presented by 
West Yavapai Guidance Clinic representatives, Kent Mattern, Director of Children’s Clinical Operations and 
Julie Nave, Director of Adult Clinical Operations. Laura Norman, WYGCs Director of Communications, 
provided an overview of the development of this presentation and the intent to use it to educate the public 
about this important topic.  Gender Identity? LGBTQ was presented by Melita Quance Schwartz, an 
experienced speaker on this topic with significant experience working with the LGBTQ population.  
Admittedly, there is much to learn about these topics and in a half-day conference, information can be limited.  
While very sensitive, perhaps even uncomfortable for some, both topics provided valuable information in 
working with teens.  This session again included a Youth Advisory Board Panel.   The three panelists fielded 
questions from the audience about their experiences in transitioning out of foster care and what types of 
supports they need to overcome the challenges associated with aging out of the system.  These three 
participants are outstanding representatives of the positive effort that the youth are making even given this 
particularly challenging economic period. 

Eileen Bond and Lori Ollom-Tighe (pronounced “Ty”), presented some very basic information about the 
Independent Living/Young Adult Programs.  The Independent Living subsidy requirements include an 
assigned Community Advisor, a mentor who can establish good rapport with the youth.  Assignment of a 
Community Advisor would be included in the CPS case plan.  This presentation included a plea for audience 
participants to consider becoming a Community Advisor to a youth preparing to age out of the system. 

If you are willing to consider this exciting opportunity to be of service, please contact Lori at: 

 lollom-tighe@arizonaschildren.org for additional information. 

mailto:lollom-tighe@arizonaschildren.org


5 

 

Time for Teens, continued…Time for Teens, continued…    

 

Thank you to the Time 4 Teens core members for all planning and effort they put into another 
successful conference.  These members are pictured below.  They are, from left to right: John Clark, 
Lori Ollom-Tighe, Eileen Bond, Dolores Marcheschi, Janet Lincoln, Christa Lasater and Nancy Van 
der Voort. 

If you have not attended one of these conferences, please watch for announcements about a 
conference in the Fall and register early since all chairs were filled for our last Fall conference 

Community Counts 
Community Counts, formerly known as Youth Count, provides an on-line community calendar 
which can be a focal point for all announcements related to training and educational 
opportunities for those supporting our youth in Yavapai County.  It is anticipated that there will 
be a presentation at the Fall Time 4 Teens conference to bring awareness of this wonderful 
organization to those served.  Yet for now, we are asking that if you become aware of a program or 
activity that seems appropriate for those supporting our youth in Yavapai County in any capacity, 
please funnel that information to Nikki Rosson at Community .Counts with the suggestion that it be 
included in the on-line calendar.  Nikki’s email address is info@CommunityCountsAZ.org 
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Best for BabiesBest for Babies    

Improving Outcomes for Arizona’s Infants and Toddlers in Juvenile Court 

Yavapai Best for Babies 

LEARNING COMMUNITY 

Monday March 26, 2012 

9 am – 12 pm 

Prescott Public Library, 215 E. Goodwin St. / Founder’s Room 

Building Emotionally Safe Environments for Infants and Toddlers: 

Support around Visitation & Transitions 

For parent aides, CPS case managers, foster parents, children’s attorneys, Baby CASAs, 

and those involved in dependency cases. 

Presented by: Rose Phillips, Senior Program Manager, Smart Support, 

Southwest Human Development 

PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE TO: trish@pcaaz.org 

Goals: 

 Gain greater perspective from the child’s point of view 

 Increase your capacity to meet babies’ social and emotional needs 

 Review how past trauma impacts children’s behavior 

 Learn to observe and understand typical vs. concerning behavior 

 Learn ways to support infants and toddlers with visitation and other transitions (before, 

during, after) 

 Who to contact for questions and/or help down the road 

 Participatory learning so we can learn from each other’s experience and insight 

Presented by: Rose Phillips, Senior Program Manager, Smart Support, 

Southwest Human Development 

PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE TO: trish@pcaaz.org 

 Watch this page of  your monthly CASA newsletter for information from the 

Best for Babies team. 
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Yavapai CASA for Kids, Inc.Yavapai CASA for Kids, Inc.  

The Antelope Hills Women's Golf Association has named CASA for Kids as the beneficiary 

of their annual invitational golf tournament, which will be held on Thursday, June 7th.   The 

Association will be asking  the members playing and their guests to donate items relative to 

the particular needs of our kids in care.  This should provide a great boost to the back to 

school  supplies we will be able to make available in August.  

The CASA for Kids Board has received a grant from the Shasta Regional 

Community Foundation, to be 

used for volunteer participation in national training.  As a result, we now 

have $7,500 from this organization to fund at least 2 (and possibly 3) 

CASA 

volunteers to attend the 2012 National CASA Conference from June 9 - 

12, in 

Washington, DC.  For more information about the conference, please 

visit 

www.casaforchildren.org. 

  

Any CASA interested in attending the conference should send an e-mail 

to me 

(dianadalsass@cableone.net) by April 3rd, that contains the 

following 

information: 

  

* Your name, contact info, how long you've been a CASA 

* Specific benefits you hope to achieve by attending this conference 

* Itemized list of estimated expenses 

  

The C for K board meets on April 9th, and a decision will be made at that 

time as to which volunteers will be funded to travel to Washington to 

attend 

this conference. 

  

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call me at 445-6637. 

  

Diana Dalsass 

http://www.casaforchildren.org/
mailto:dianadalsass@cableone.net
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Coordinator’s CornerCoordinator’s Corner    

Nordstrom 2012 Scholarship information  
 

Applications for the 2012 Nordstrom Scholarship Program are available 

beginning TODAY for deserving High School Juniors. The company will award 

eighty (80) college scholarships in the amount of $10,000 each to students in 

states where Nordstrom has a store.  

Please share widely with your network or with anyone who knows of a young 

person who plans to attend college. (Civic Groups, Churches, Fraternities/

Sororities, etc.).  

LINK TO INFO: www.nordstrom.com/scholarship  

Or contact:  

Tamera Shanker  

AFFCF Scholarship Program Chair  

tcs@shankerlaw.net  
Toll Free: (877) 848-9300  

 5 new CASA volunteers will soon be taking their first case. Please help us 

welcome:  
Quinci Castleberry  

Erin Franklin  

Jim Lundquist 

David Martin 

Rick Tabor 

The CASA Program would like to extend our greatest appreciation for their 

willingness to speak for abused and neglected children in court.       

 

 
 

http://www.nordstrom.com/scholarship
mailto:tcs@shankerlaw.net
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Coordinator’s CornerCoordinator’s Corner  

Happy Birthday!! 
 

3/11 Mary Poncel 

3/14 Vera Stewart  

3/15 Virginia Chadwell 

3/16 Joan Adamak 

3/23 David Orman 

3/30 Myla Smith 

CASA Pocket Calendars are 
Available for Pickup at the 

Office!  

~ Training Reminder ~ 

All CASAs need 12 hours of in-service training per 

year.  Online trainings with quizzes and 

certificates are available on the website.  You can 

locate these trainings by going to 

www.CASAofYavapaiCounty.org, click on 

“Training” and subcategory “In-Service”. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Automobile Insurance:  We need a 

current copy of your automobile 

insurance cards at all times. 

Contact Information:  If you change 

your email address please let us know.  

The State office will update the 

Secure Upload system with your new 

information. 

Adoptions:  We have quilts and 

‘stuffies’ for all adoptions, not just 

those performed on Adoption Day. 

Advocacy:  We appreciate all you do 

for your CASA families. 

Helpful Hints 

CFTs:  Avoid the frustration of „being the last to know‟ 

when your next CFT is scheduled.  E-mail 

whensthecft@wygc.org with your name, case name 

and number asking when the next CFT is; you‟ll 

receive a message back giving you the information you 

requested.  

March 19th Court Report Refresher Training 
The CASA Program encourages all CASA Volunteers to join us for a CASA Court 
Report Refresher Training on March 19th at the Mackin building in Prescott. 
Refreshments will be served and Judge Mackey will join us to speak with you 
about your reports and answer your questions. Please RSVP to Myla Smith at 
msmith2@courts.az.gov   

April 27th CASA Appreciation Luncheon 

The CASA staff is preparing for the 2012 CASA Appreciation Luncheon with 
Judge Mackey on Friday, April 27th. Once finalized the details will be provided, 
but please mark your calendars and plan to attend this important event. We 
look forward to thanking you for your service to the children and families of 
Yavapai County, the Court, and to the community.    

mailto:msmith2@courts.az.gov
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120 S. Cortez, Rm. 402, Prescott, AZ 86303 

W E ‟RE  ON  THE  

W E B:  

www.CASAofYavapaiCounty.org  

CASA of Yavapai County  

Yavapai CASA for Kids, Inc.  

P.O. Box 12457, Prescott, AZ 86304 

(928) 445-0800 

 www.yavapaicasaforkids.org      

 

Board Members: 

Laura Taylor, President 

Eileen Bond, Vice President 

Jennifer Whittemore, Treasurer 

Susan Bell, Secretary  

Janet Lincoln, Corresponding Secretary 

Jackie Kimsey, Grants Chair     

  (928) 445-5219 

Barbara Polk. Grants Co-Chair    

  (928) 445-1204 

Diana Dalsass, Public Relations Chair 

  (928) 445-6637 

Patti Potts and Ken Orwick, co-chairs of the 

  Family Visiting Center                                         

  (928) 445-0800 
 

 

If you cannot attend an FCRB, you 

may e-mail the Board at:  

rptfcrb@courts.az.gov 

 

Contact InformationContact Information  

Yavapai CASA for Kids, Inc.  

Serving our Court Protected Children and 

the CASA Program 

Court Appointed Special Advocates 

…a child’s voice in court 

www.yavapaicasaforkids.org  

CASA of Yavapai County  
Phone: 928-771-3165 

Fax: 928-771-3387 

Camp Verde: 

Maggie Fega, CASA Program Manager 

(928) 554-8900, mfega@courts.az.gov 
 

Myla Smith, temporary CASA Support Staff 

Email:  msmith2@courts.az.gov 
 

Prescott:  

Tracy Sauer, CASA/Court Improvement 

Program (CIP) Coordinator (928) 777-7901    

Email: tsauer@courts.az.gov  
 

Michele Wade, CASA Coordinator 

Email:  mwade@courts.az.gov 
 

Myla Smith, CASA/CIP Support Staff 

Email: msmith2@courts.az.gov 
 

Lynda Ransom, CASA Support Staff 

Email:  lransom@courts.az.gov 
 

Kristen Newman, Family Drug Court 

Coordinator  (928) 771-3398  

Email: knewman@courts.az.gov  

(928) 771-3398  

 

Yavapai CASA for Kids generously donates gift cards (various denominations and designs 
available) for CASAs to celebrate birthdays, special events, and/or big (or yes, even little) 

accomplishments with their CASA children. Every foster child can use a little 
“celebration”.  In addition, the board provides $10 gas cards for CASAs that travel long 
distances to visit their children. Please contact the CASA office for details at 771-3165 


