
State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 07-261

Complainant: No. 1266910262A

Judge: No. 1266910262B

ORDER

The issue raised in this complaint involves an interpretation of A.R.S. §13-703.04(A)
which provides that when the Arizona Supreme Court reviews a capital case, it “shall
independently review the trial court’s findings of aggravation and mitigation and the
propriety of the death sentence.” The commission determined that the question of whether
the judge in this case exceeded the scope of this statute is a legal question outside the
commission’s jurisdiction. Additionally, the commission did not find clear and convincing
evidence that the judge exhibited bias against the state in issuing the minute entry, and
found no merit in the contention that the judge lacked knowledge of the capital sentencing
law. Accordingly, the complaint is dismissed pursuant to Rules 16(a) and 23(a).

Dated: May 30, 2008.

FOR THE COMMISSION

\s\ Hon. John C. Gemmill 
Vice Chair

Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judge
on May 30, 2008.

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.












