
State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 10-235

Complainant: No. 1400810220A

Judge: No. 1400810220B

ORDER

The complainant alleged that a superior court judge improperly excluded pertinent
evidence during her trial, failed to declare a mistrial, and allowed the prosecutor to put on
a dramatic closing with a powerpoint presentation. The complainant further alleged the
judge improperly expressed his feelings about the defendant’s guilt during sentencing. The
commission reviewed the issues and found no evidence of ethical misconduct on the part
of the judge. Judges are not prohibited from commenting on the guilt of a defendant during
a sentencing hearing, and decisions regarding presentations to the jury, the admissibility
of evidence, or whether a mistrial should have been declared are within the discretion of
the judge and outside the jurisdiction of the commission. Accordingly, the complaint is
dismissed pursuant to Rules 16(a) and 23.

Dated: October 29, 2010

FOR THE COMMISSION

 /s/ Keith Stott                     
Executive Director

Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judge
on October 29, 2010. 

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.






