
State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 11-050

Complainant: Paul Anderson

Judge: Clancy Jayne

ORDER

After reviewing the allegations and the response filed by Judge Jayne, the
commission finds that the justice of the peace in this case violated the Code of Judicial
Conduct.

The record demonstrated that the judge engaged in numerous improper ex parte
communications with the parties on one side of the underlying case, which he
acknowledged in his response. While the judge subsequently vacated his ruling in the case
and a new judge was assigned, his conduct clearly violated Rule 2.9 of the Arizona Code
of Judicial Conduct and substantially impacted the underlying case. Further, although the
judge was new to the bench, at the time of his numerous ex parte communications, he had
served for approximately ten months and had completed all new judge training, including
training on the code and specifically relating to ex parte communications. The commission
thus found the judge’s ethical misconduct warranted the imposition of an informal
reprimand.

Accordingly, the judge is hereby reprimanded for his conduct pursuant to Rule 17(a),
and the record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response and this
order, shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).

Dated: July 26, 2011

FOR THE COMMISSION

/s/ Louis Dominguez
                                        
Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judge
on July 26, 2011
[Case number corrected on October 5, 2011]

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.










