State of Arizona
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 11-056

Complainant: No. 1412510580A

Judge: No. 1412510580B

ORDER

Seven complainants related to or friends of the defendant in a murder trial alleged
that a superior court judge intentionally disregarded the law and demonstrated bias by
denying a motion to dismiss the charges when the prosecution failed to file a timely
response. After considering the allegations and listening to the recordings of the hearings,
the commission found no evidence of ethical misconduct on the part of the judge. Although
the judge’s tone was incredulous when defense counsel continued to argue that the entire
case should be dismissed, the judge did not make any improper statements or otherwise
evidence bias. Whether a technical procedural rule violation should have resulted in the
dismissal of the entire case is an appellate issue that is outside the jurisdiction of the
commission. Accordingly, the complaint is dismissed in its entirety pursuant to Rules 16(a)
and 23.

Dated: June 1, 2011.
FOR THE COMMISSION

/s/ Keith Stott

Executive Director
Copies of this order were mailed

to the complainant and the judge
on June 1, 2011.

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.
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