
State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 11-159

Complainant: Anonymous

Judge: Clancy Jayne

ORDER

After reviewing the allegations and the response filed by Judge Jayne, the
Commission finds that the justice of the peace in this case violated the Code of Judicial
Conduct, warranting an informal sanction.

An anonymous complainant alleged that Judge Jayne engaged in improper ex parte
communications with a defendant, and improperly handled the matter. In particular, the
complainant believed that the judge treated the defendant differently because of a personal
or political relationship. The Commission determined that Judge Jayne engaged in several,
improper ex parte communications that clearly violated the limitations in Rule 2.9 of the
Arizona Code of Judicial Conduct. Notably, the judge believed that his communications
pertained only to scheduling matters, but nonetheless failed to disclose them as is required
in Rule 2.9(A)(1)(b). The Commission was particularly concerned with the personal nature
of the communications, including the fact that at least one communication occurred through
the use of the judge’s private email address.

Accordingly, the judge is hereby reprimanded for his conduct pursuant to Rule 17(a),
and the record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response and this
order, shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a). Through this order, the Commission
urges Judge Jayne to closely review the requirements and prohibitions found in Rule 2.9.

Dated: November 16, 2011,

FOR THE COMMISSION

                                        
Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judge
on November 16, 2011. 

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.
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