
State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 11-225

Complainant: David Stone

Judge: Caryl Parker

ORDER

After reviewing the recording of the proceeding and the response filed by Judge
Parker, the commission finds that the justice of the peace in this case violated the Code
of Judicial Conduct.

Rule 2.2 of the Code requires judges to uphold and apply the law and Rule 2.16(A)
requires a judge to cooperate candidly and honestly with the commission. In this case, the
judge incorrectly stated that she lacked jurisdiction to consider a punitive damages claim
and prevented the complainant from asking leading questions of an adverse witness, both
of which were misstatements of clear law. While the commission does not believe either
legal error effected the outcome of the case, the judge clearly misapplied or ignored the
law. Further, in her response to the commission, the judge provided inaccurate and
misleading information on two points. First, she claimed that the complainant had offered
26 photographs as separate exhibits and thus they were cumulative. The recording of the
proceeding clearly established that the 26 exhibits the complainant offered were separate
documents establishing the communication history of the parties. Second, the judge
claimed that she had to “continually admonish [the complainant] for interrupting when
others were speaking on the record.” This is inconsistent with the recording of the
proceeding which shows that the complainant did not interrupt others. 

Accordingly, the judge is hereby reprimanded for her conduct pursuant to Rule
17(a), and the record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and
this order, shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).

Dated: December 20, 2011,

FOR THE COMMISSION

                                        
Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judge
on December 20, 2011. 

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.
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