
State of Arizona 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 
 

Disposition of Complaint 12-051 
 
 
Complainant:  Gerald Williams 
 
Judge:  Phillip Woolbright 
 
 

ORDER 

 After reviewing the complaint, the response filed by Judge Woolbright, and 
relevant hearing recordings, the commission finds that the judge violated the Code of 
Judicial Conduct. 
 
 Rule 2.5(A) of the Code requires a judge to be competent in the performance of 
judicial duties. The complainant alleged that Judge Woolbright conducted a series of 
initial appearances and arraignments improperly, treating civil and criminal matters 
interchangeably and failing to review the constitutional rights of defendants. Providing 
defendants with a recitation of their rights is the most fundamental aspect of an 
arraignment proceeding. New judges receive training in this aspect of criminal 
proceedings during their orientation sessions, which Judge Woolbright attended twice in 
two years. Further, there are scripts available to new judges for the purpose of 
protecting the rights of litigants. The judge failed to avail himself of these scripts, 
disregarded his orientation training, and failed to accept responsibility for his actions in 
doing so by choosing instead to lay blame for his failures on others. 
 
 Accordingly, the judge is hereby reprimanded for his conduct pursuant to Rule 
17(a), and the record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, 
and this order, shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a). 
 
 Dated: August 21, 2012. 
       FOR THE COMMISSION 
 
       
       
       Louis Frank Dominguez 
       Commission Chair 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on August 21, 2012.  
 
 

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 




















