State of Arizona
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 12-273

Complainant: No. 0308110605A

Judge: No. 0308110605B

ORDER

A superior court judge self-reported a delayed ruling.

The responsibility of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially
determine if the judge engaged in conduct that violated the provisions of Article 6.1 of the
Arizona Constitution or the Code of Judicial Conduct and, if so, to take appropriate
disciplinary action. The purpose and authority of the commission is limited to this mission.

After review, the commission decided to dismiss this matter with a private advisory
regarding delay. The case is dismissed pursuant to Rules 16(b) and 23(a).

Dated: December 4, 2012.
FOR THE COMMISSION

/sl Louis Dominguez

Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were mailed

to the complainant and the judge
on December 4, 2012.

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.
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Earlier this week, when presented with the file, | immediately contacted the Clerk of the Court to
advise him of the situation and to discuss whether we had a simple mistake or a systems problem.
While we think it was a simple mistake, the Clerk has indicated that he will review his practice and
procedure regarding the processing of appeals from limited jurisdiction courts and advise me of the
results.

As you know, all of our judicial staff and employees, including the Clerk’s office, have been
participating in a two day judicial conference. Therefore the Clerk has not had the opportunity yet to
complete his investigation. However, 1 do not want to wait for a resolution before I report the delay
to the Commission on Judicial Conduct.. I will provide an update to you and the Commission if
deemed necessary.

In an abundance of caution and concern that this is not an isolated case, I spoke to the Court
Administrator about our practice and timing for pulling of inactive case files. [am wondering if we
can minimize this type of delay by identifying inactive cases sooner. Again, court administration
staff has been attending the conference, and we have yet to begin a dialogue on this issue beyond my
calling it to the attention of the Court Administrator.

This is the type of matter that [ would have immediately reported to the Presiding Judge.
However, he was attending an out of state conference when the file arrived on my desk. He returned
from the conference to attend to a family medical emergency. As you know, he missed our judicial

conference, and I hope to see him next week. I will let him know then and copy him on this letter.

In the meantime, this case has been bumped to the top of my priority list. 1have reviewed the case,
drafted an opinion, and am prepared to send out a ruling before the end of next week.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 1look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,





