
This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

 

State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 13-035 

Judge: Douglas Holt   

Complainant:  David McBride   

ORDER 

The complainant alleged that Judge Douglas Holt pre-judged his case and made 
inappropriate statements, which demonstrated bias. During an initial appearance, the 
judge described the complainant’s legal arguments in a submitted pleading as “stupid” 
and “screwy.” He inferred that he had prejudged the complainant’s guilt and stated to 
the complainant, “If you don’t like it, move to Mexico.” 

After reviewing the complaint, the recording of the proceeding, and the judge’s 
response, the Commission found that Judge Holt violated the Code of Judicial Conduct. 
Rule 1.2 requires a judge to “act at all times in a manner that promotes public 
confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary” and to 
“avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety.” Rule 2.2 similarly requires a 
judge to “perform all duties of judicial office fairly and impartially.” Rule  2.3(A) forbids 
a judge from exhibiting bias in the performance of his judicial duties. Rule 2.8(B) 
mandates that a judge “be patient, dignified, and courteous” to litigants. Judge Holt’s 
comments directed at the complainant violated each of these rules. 

The Commission appreciates, and finds in mitigation, that Judge Holt 
acknowledged and accepted responsibility for his misconduct. 

Accordingly, Judge Douglas Holt is hereby publicly reprimanded for his conduct 
as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record in this case, 
consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and this order shall be made public as 
required by Rule 9(a).  

Dated: May 31, 2013. 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

 /s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on May 31, 2013. 



 
   

    
  

   

         

                     
                   

                  
                    

                   

                     

                     

                 

                     

                   

                     

                  

                     

                     

                

                   

                   

                

                   

                       

                     

                    

                  

                   

                 

                      

                    

   



              

                       
                   

                    

                        
                    

                  

                    

                     
           










