State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 13-035

Judge: Douglas Holt

Complainant: David McBride

ORDER

The complainant alleged that Judge Douglas Holt pre-judged his case and made
Inappropriate statements, which demonstrated bias. During an initial appearance, the
judge described the complainant’s legal arguments in a submitted pleading as “stupid”
and “screwy.” He inferred that he had prejudged the complainant’s guilt and stated to
the complainant, “If you don’t like it, move to Mexico.”

After reviewing the complaint, the recording of the proceeding, and the judge’s
response, the Commission found that Judge Holt violated the Code of Judicial Conduct.
Rule 1.2 requires a judge to “act at all times in a manner that promotes public
confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary” and to
“avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety.” Rule 2.2 similarly requires a
judge to “perform all duties of judicial office fairly and impartially.” Rule 2.3(A) forbids
a judge from exhibiting bias in the performance of his judicial duties. Rule 2.8(B)
mandates that a judge “be patient, dignified, and courteous” to litigants. Judge Holt’s
comments directed at the complainant violated each of these rules.

The Commission appreciates, and finds in mitigation, that Judge Holt
acknowledged and accepted responsibility for his misconduct.

Accordingly, Judge Douglas Holt is hereby publicly reprimanded for his conduct
as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record in this case,
consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and this order shall be made public as
required by Rule 9(a).

Dated: May 31, 2013.
FOR THE COMMISSION

/sl Louis Frank Dominguez

Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair
Copies of this order were mailed

to the complainant and the judge
on May 31, 2013.

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.












R. Douglas Holt
Presidin;]g{ige APR 2 5 2013

April 22,2013

Commission of Judicial Conduct
1501 West Washington Street, Suite 229
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Re: Notice of Complaint (Case No. 13-035)
To the Members of the Commission:

I have reviewed Mr. McBride's complaint and the supplemental letter. I have also self-reflected
on this situation by mentally reviewing my conduct and statements made to Mr. McBride.

I do agree that my comments were inappropriate for a sitting judge. These comments
unquestionably gave the appearance that I disapproved of Mr. McBride's defenses in the case and
demonstrated that I was not "open-minded" (see Rule 2.2, Comment 1). My statements to Mr. McBride did
not promote public confidence in the "independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary" (Rule 1.2).
[ should not have referred to his "constitutionalist" defenses as "stupid" or "screwy," and [ sincerely
apologize to Mr. McBride and to this Commission for those misplaced terms.

I attach a copy of Mr. McBride's defenses that he filed in Court before the Arraignment for the
Commission's awareness. These should help the Commission understand what 1 was referring to at the
arraignment. Please note also that Mr. McBride was acting as his own lawyer in the matter.

As to his claims that I threatened him with jail, it is my custom and practice to always warn
defendants that if they fail to appear at hearings that are set, or violate conditions of release, they are subject
to increased bond or revocation of release conditions which could lead to additional jail time. At the time
of this incident, Mr. McBride was out on OR, and I did not change that release or the conditions of his
release. But, these customary warnings could easily be misconstrued as comments on the validity of his
defenses because | merged those warnings in the context of my personal statements on his defenses.

It is also a fair statement that I misspoke regarding his defenses about the flag, the presence of
fringe on the flag, and his being linked to others in the community who use such defenses to mask their
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