
This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

 

State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 13-210 

Judge: Diana Quezada   

Complainant:  Aaron Kizer   

ORDER 

 The complainant alleged a municipal court judge is not following the proper 
procedure in accepting guilty pleas and is not providing counsel adequate notice of 
the judge assigned a case in order to allow for the timely filing a notice of change of 
judge as a matter of right. 

The commission dismissed the allegation related to assignment of judges, 
finding no evidence of judicial misconduct. 

Rule 2.2 of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires judges to uphold and apply 
the law. Comment 3 to that rule clarifies that, while a “good faith error of fact or 
law” should not be considered judicial misconduct, “a pattern of legal error” may 
constitute misconduct. 

The complaint provided two examples of guilty plea proceedings in which 
Judge Quezada failed to comply with legal requirements in advising defendants of 
their constitutional rights, and the judge’s response acknowledges those failures. 
Such error in two cases is sufficient to demonstrate a pattern of legal error, and the 
evidence presented to the commission in the complaint as well as the judge’s 
response suggests that Judge Quezada’s standard guilty plea colloquy did not 
comply with the law. 

Judge Quezada has served on the bench for 30 years, and has previously 
received an advisory to ensure she is familiar with the procedural rules governing 
her cases. Limited jurisdiction court judges in Arizona are provided with “Bench 
Books” that provide specific guidance in presiding over guilty plea proceedings, for 
the purpose of avoiding the type of errors that occurred in Judge Quezada’s 
handling of such proceedings.  

The judge’s failure to heed either her previous training or the commission’s 
prior warning to follow procedural rules is an aggravating factor. The pattern of 
legal error by Judge Quezada is a violation of Rule 2.2. 



This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

 

Accordingly, Municipal Court Judge Diana Quezada is hereby publicly 
reprimanded for her conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 
17(a). The judge is also ordered to attend, at her own expense, the portions of a 
limited jurisdiction new judge orientation provided by the Education Services 
Division of the Administrative Office of the Courts in 2014 that relate to criminal 
procedure. The record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, 
and this order shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).  

Dated: December 12, 2013. 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

 /s/ Lawrence F. Winthrop 
Lawrence F. Winthrop 
Commission Vice-chair 

 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on December 12, 2013. 



  
   

     

 

   

         

                     

                   

                  

                    

                

   

          

          

          

              

            

              

             
           

              

                

          

               

            

           

        

    



 
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 



    

  

  

  

 

 
 

   

 
  

    

 

  

 
   

 
  

  
  

  
 

  
  

 

     

 



 

  

   

   

          

      

        

    

  

      

         

     

      

        

        

        

 

       

   
        

          

      

            

    
    

    

    

       



 

   

   

    

 
  

     





    

  

  

  

 

 
 

    

 
  

    

 

  

 
   

 
  

  
  

  
 

  
  

 

     



  

 

   

 

 

        

        

            

         

        

        

          

            

          

       

     
         

          

   

        

         

     

   

  

         

 

  

     





 

 

           

          

            

   

  

       

   
        

             

           

     
     

      












