
State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 14-398 

Judge: Joe “Pep” Guzman  

Complainant:  David M. Cantor  

ORDER 

The complainant alleged a justice of the peace made delayed rulings during 
the pendency of a DUI case, but continued to file monthly certifications swearing he 
had no pending or undetermined cause for more than 60 days. 

After investigation, the commission found that Judge Joe “Pep” Guzman had 
delayed three rulings past 60 days notwithstanding his periodic certification that he 
had no pending or undetermined cause for more than 60 days. One ruling was 
unreasonably delayed for over three months. The commission found the foregoing 
conduct violated Rule 1.1, which requires a judge to comply with the law, including 
the Code; Rule 1.2, which requires a judge to act at all times in a manner that 
promotes public confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the 
judiciary; and Rule 2.5 which requires a judge to perform his judicial and 
administrative duties competently, diligently, and promptly.  

Accordingly, Justice of the Peace Joe “Pep” Guzman is hereby publicly 
reprimanded for his conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 
17(a). The record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and 
this order shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a). The commission expects 
Judge Guzman to review Formal Advisory Ethics Opinion 06-02 (Prompt 
Disposition of Judicial Matters) and to implement  appropriate procedures to avoid 
delays such as occurred in the case in question in the future. 

Dated: March 26, 2015 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on March 26, 2015. 

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

























 

   

   

     
  

      

              

      

      

              

                 

              
             

                
               

           

            

            

            

      

             
              



               
               
             

               
                  

                

            
          

            
           

             
               

             
               

            

          

              
         

              
              

             
                 

                
                   

                 
     

              
              

                
             

              
              

              
      

               

              



             
            

 

 

    
    
    

                 
               

               
               

             
              

               
             

               
                

                 
                

                
              

               
                

              
               

              
                

               

                
              

              
               

                
                 

              
             

            



              

         

              
             

             

              
               
             

              
                
      

               
              

               
               

                 
                

             
                 

              
                 

               
               

       

            
            

               
              

              
     

            
              

               
                

    



             

            
                

                 
             

              
            
               
                

              
         

              
            

                
           

            
              

            
               

            
              

   

               
                

                  
             

                
                  

      

              
            
                 

               
                  

                
                 
                 



                
              

                  
                

                 

            
               

               

              
                

               

                

               

            

               
          

                

              

              
              

                

              
              

                 

                
                 

                 
               
             

              
              

              
            

              
            

               
               

               
               

               
                



            
                

              
              

         

             
              

               

              
            

               

             

               
              

               
            

              
    

             
            

                 
               

 

             

             
            

             
            

   



               
               

     

               
          

                 
              

                  
             

                
                  

             
            

               
                   

               
               

                
              

               
             

             
          

               
          

            

               
               

              

               
               
                
 






