State of Arizona
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Disposition of Complaint 15-192
Judge:

Julie P. Newell

Complainant: Commission on Judicial Conduct
ORDER
The commission received information that a superior court commissioner
engaged in inappropriate courtroom demeanor during a criminal proceeding.
Rule 2.8(B) requires judges to “be patient, dignified, and courteous to
litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, court staff, court officials, and others with
whom the judge deals in an official capacity . . . .”
Commissioner Newell was extremely rude to an attorney for the victim in a
criminal case who was attempting to be heard at a hearing. When the attorney
stood up and stated she wished to address the court, Commissioner Newell cut her
off, and, in a very harsh tone, told her to sit down and to only address the court
when she was told to do so. The attorney sat down, and the rest of the hearing
proceeded. At the conclusion of the hearing, the attorney again stated she wished to
address the court, and again, Commissioner Newell was rude, telling the attorney
in a very loud and harsh tone to leave the courtroom or she would summon a
deputy. The attorney once again asked to address the court, and Commissioner
Newell had staff call for a deputy to respond to the courtroom. The defense attorney
then advised the court that the woman was an attorney representing the victim who
wished to be heard. Commissioner Newell, in a brusk tone, advised she was not
hearing from the victim at that time and concluded the hearing.
Commissioner Newell was not patient, dignified, or courteous with the
attorney or others involved in this proceeding. Rather, she was impatient, harsh,
and intimidating. Whether Commissioner Newell knew the woman was an attorney
or not, the commissioner violated Rule 2.8(B) in her interaction with her.
Commissioner Newell was previously reprimanded for violation of Rules 1.2
and 2.8 in Case No. 13-211. In light of Commissioner Newell’s resignation as a
commissioner and pro tem judge, the commission concluded this matter should be
resolved by the issuance of another public reprimand rather than the institution of
formal disciplinary proceedings.
This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.

Accordingly, Julie P. Newell, Commissioner, is hereby publicly reprimanded
for her conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The
record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the commissioner’s response, and
this order shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).
Dated: November 13, 2015
FOR THE COMMISSION
/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair
A copy of this order was mailed to the
commissioner’s attorney on November 13, 2015.
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