State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 15-336

Judge:

Complainant:

ORDER

The complainant alleged a municipal court judge improperly engaged in ex
parte communication, inserted himself as an adversary in a special action
proceeding, and operated an unauthorized diversion program.

The responsibility of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially
determine if the judge engaged in conduct that violated the provisions of Article 6.1
of the Arizona Constitution or the Code of Judicial Conduct and, if so, to take
appropriate disciplinary action. The purpose and authority of the commission is
limited to this mission.

After review, the commission found no evidence of ethical misconduct and
concluded that the judge did not violate the Code in this case. Accordingly, the
complaint is dismissed in its entirety, pursuant to Rules 16(a) and 23.

Commission members Gus Aragon and Louis Frank Dominguez did not
participate in the consideration of this matter.

Dated: March 25, 2016
FOR THE COMMISSION

/sl George A. Riemer

George A. Riemer
Executive Director

Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judge
on March 25, 2016.

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.
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I understand the commission cannot reverse court orders or assign a new judge
to a case.

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing information and the facts I
have provided upon which my allegations of judicial misconduct are based are
true and correct.

Signature:

Date:
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INSTRUCTIONS

Use the following space or plain paper of the same size to explain your complaint. Explain
why you believe what the judge did constitutes judicial misconduct. Be specific and list the
names, dates, times, and places relevant to your allegations. Additional pages may be used
and relevant copies of documents may be sent with your complaint (please do not send
original documents). Use one side of each page only and write legibly or type your complaint.
Please keep a copy of your complaint for your records.

The space provided on this form is inadeauate to describe my complaints against the

conduct of the Honorable Accordingly, a 13-page complaint will be
mailed to the address indicated on the Commission's website. A courtesy copy will be
mailed to the Honorable and other interested parties as indicated

on the distribution list of the written complaint.

For present purposes it is sufficient to state that the three core complaints are:

1. . had ex parte communications about the case. He failed and
refused to disclose those ex parte communications and has since removed himself for
cause without disclosing his ex parte communications.

2 - took an adversary position in the special action proceedings
stemming from the case pending in , going so far as to request an award
of attorney's fees against a criminal defendant.

3. operates a fee-for-dismissal program which is not authorized by
law, and under which the city demanded a cash payment of ' to dismiss criminal
charges.

The Superior Court action,

. has been resolved in
favor of The court case. ' has not
been fully resolved however was removed from the case.
Accordingly, it appears to your question above, that neither case is still pending as that
question applies to
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THE COMMISSION’S POLICY IS
TO POST ONLY THE FIRST FIVE
PAGES OF ANY DISMISSED
COMPLAINT ON ITS WEBSITE.

FOR ACCESS TO THE
REMAINDER OF THE
COMPLAINT IN THIS MATTER,
PLEASE MAKE YOUR REQUEST
IN WRITING TO THE
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL
CONDUCT AND REFERENCE
THE COMMISSION CASE
NUMBER IN YOUR REQUEST.





