
This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 15-348 

Judge:  
Complainant:  

ORDER 

The complainant alleged a superior court judge endangered his child by the 
rulings she made in a family law matter. 

The responsibility of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially 
determine if the judge engaged in conduct that violated the provisions of Article 6.1 
of the Arizona Constitution or the Code of Judicial Conduct and, if so, to take 
appropriate disciplinary action. The purpose and authority of the commission is 
limited to this mission. 

The commission does not have jurisdiction to review the legal sufficiency of 
the judge’s rulings. In addition, the commission found no evidence of ethical 
misconduct and concluded that the judge did not violate the Code in this case. 
Accordingly, the complaint is dismissed in its entirety, pursuant to Rules 16(a) and 
23. 

Dated: January 20, 2016 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ George A. Riemer 
George A. Riemer 
Executive Director 

 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on January 20, 2016. 
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I understand the commission cannot reverse court orders or assign a new judge
to a case.

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoirr-g information and the facts I
have provided trpon which my allegations of judicial misconduct are based are
true and correct.

Signat re:  
Dare:

INSTRUCTIONS

Use the following space or plain paper of the same sizc to explain your conrplaint. Explain
why you believe what the judge did constitutes judicial misconduct. Be specific and list the
names, dates, tirnes, and p)aces relevant to your allcgations. Additional pages may be used
and relevant copies of documents may be sent with your complaint (please do not send
original documents). Use one side of each page only and write }egibly or rype your complaint.
Please keep a copy of your complaint fcrr ysur records.

Sbc 
"{4*" L"/.

AZ CJC CONIPId,INT FORM 2



20 15-549
/ o'F .r

Havj-1ig t71;j-gr; l]rrour;h the .\::izona Code of .h.idicj-al. Conciuct, l 'otas sfiockcci

t"hat sa.fet:I r'ia$ nct mcrlt'l-icrne'J' -l' have b'::en a   fo^r'cver i4
years a*.C. 1 anr ::equire,l by law tr: h,:: a ur::ive.::sal repor'Ler to report an-l'Crne

t:irat -.rou-lci cause har:m to a cirild. fberetfi)]ae, l donrt kn<>w wirer:e else to g<.:.

f wol:,1ct like at thi5 t:-ne Lo report   of the folj-owing;
i. Ch1l<i iindanc;ermer:,t:"
'l . violating Code af Conduct

Here is a iittle background'
Case Nu:nbej::  and   

   

j.. On a pho;rt,: corrvr.irritltion/ on     :t'l.eted th-at
after r+adJ-nr; the Emergency o:de:: ehe g::anted :ne teifipcrary fuli.
cust$dy. She also oi:Cer:eC 3 i:Yi€ dalz ; *,-i*ell of sup':rvi.sed
visilai:.lon tc m!, ex-ilrif*. .  was awal:€ r:f i.he
follcwi.nq:

Assaul-t and Ba.ttery, Assault anci Ba.ttel:y w,ith a tleadly weapon' rnenlai anC

ph-v-sj,ca). :.:b-i:is<.:, ne;4-Ler-:t, i:ilrning another chjlri at- I|'Y ex-rqife work5"rl;;1r;s,

i--i'v i..ng w j.ih a. sal:; of fencler, :::ery.!.ec-[ and abattC,l:-:me; . t"rc:).o a1].1

cior:u:nerrtecl t.hr,:r;2h     
(Enc-l,,rse,{) iiowever. ir;     becane rloubl e mindeci aricl

mace tne statenieni:; "f Xc:-r'i fer:]. domf'lrrehie i'"hal ntm j"s noi see::ng her
Caugi]1-e: aio::err " (wiEhoi;t supervisicn) . She al.eo airrlit-ued Ll:1ai she :i.s

orre rwhe imecl w-i.th hr.:r' r:;.rs;cr -1.r"ra'l arid harln'': i:acl a o'i::aiii(:{) '1.<:, :r:ericl lire who-l.e

case. Therefcr,re she ad:nitl-ed she di.cin't read Ehe hli:ole case. (Prcof: {]r.,r::i:
Case Recorcij.nq" ?his r.r.?$ wjtnesseC hy    Sha
dirjn't basle iL on f-he iaw l:uL aclrirled th.al sire clidn't. fee1. ir r*as r:-chr, nel'
personaJ- fee-l"ir:gs .

ils a  f vrould conclude that this h'ould
be chi-ld endanger:meot a$ we,,Li- as; :i.nccnry:etence and negJ-ii:er:ue. A vir)lltj^r:n of
Bot.h Cannorr 1 err<l 2. Two p.::i.nLs r i,rould like to hrirrg 1,.o.1--ir;htr firs;t- the
abc.:re r:ep$i:ts ni*:nt.i.onei earlier ano s+corrdl!', the Jr.:dgets k.i:or*I-ed.ge ti:iai: br;llr

 r,rr:ulrj be:lnLe;vj-ewec nexl iacnth, The intet,zittr"r i,,jas ic
.st.rhriLan[aaLe the a]:use ii:rf l.ict-erl upon ]:r:}th r:f L]reri and ]rave 
t:stablish r,uhat her ?rants anci iesires woul.cl be movinq forwarci, The intervj"ey;
cc'nductei crn    *Lai.es:n,::tiier (io*$n't iry i:o corutun.i cat.e wi.til
ns oi nake an effarl to seo us. l  st31:es t-h;rl- she Cici n*i: r<i.sh tr:r

-sp€nd Lj.me witn irer inolh*r:"  st.a[ed, $het I tlid spernc t:i:*e rvith nianr

it. rr'as rrr:,i: frrn fcr" me and I woirld nct l.ike to Cc l:ilal &.g*i1-1 . I.t, was
consist*nt w"i. l-li Llre  . eoriducted 3 ye:;ir:s earlj-sr.
llaw i.-s it possii:le fo:: s;oneone that i.s sw+rn to serve and prote t:L wor:]c
i.nteni j rlnal .l.v nut chi-r;l::en at ::isk? r-- .i.s e q.reqi.ous for the ,luqige kni:ril.r:g
t-.hei: my ex-vrj.fr* i.s a cui.rent dr"lrc{ ildclict alci a kno,.:n ahuser tc ir:ri:ei-:.iioiiel}y
pui: ther irr da::ge:: " i.)ce"sn't  h;.rr."c riqli.Ls?    

       I carlrrot ai:1rse ."

negJ.ecl-, (losrce, rnarrir:,rlat{jrrr expl oii/ elil;ort, :li;rnJ-p';i-aie erij !:ei:alia:sj. I



sc{e

have;rlso tilkr+n my clarrghre.r'io ihe ER an<i si:e w*s givan i.i'ie sar.le r'--'lght-s as an

ar*-rli wtier: srr* r.ras Lwel,vo. So, I Lreliev':l my claughter's :r-ir;h.Ls harre beeir-'

vic,l.nte*l I::  , .[ wae; a,riked to.*"1--]"*l* i:o see her

mottter unsuperr;ised" So un,ler Curess, i aq::eerj t.r.: a}low ray ctauEhter to sje{:

}:er mother. I f e-lc c.oeri:eci ancl man.ipu-Latrlcl i"n ar;reeir:.q i,'c alior'r ny dau';hter
L$ b$ t*rith her: mom. I iee j. ashanuld 'cc.r adlilj-t Lliat.   ir)::. j-nii ciaLed me.

r riar' shcc];ei :-'bat- si:e l';o::1dt:' L wai'i- for rny rJaugh';er' 5 :rl bo :i"rll-ervie'ri*':i '

 yrci.ii<itt't ai.ic",r me t.i .r:eac! ,l t:epi"iui: tlf l-.he  ..

'i'iii.S WOU-Lti be a l'.:.Ul.r:t:,)Ii of Car:nt:n i au, i t. : tli-err io ccnvei; lhet 1 Cidrr'i.
fee]- that  ulculd be safe' sll* poi'nted her firl<le: at Iire and 'said'L:he

 hlasi toc ol"cl but,it was')nrir:i years ago' ("ihat is a 't"ie i't
is seven years). lil:at {lannon ri.ic!   violate?
$he )rept rerperatl*g the[ i rr*eded to pi-c]'. a day. I knew tjicr: i nec<lei legal
.r€:pr€:s.:ntat-ion ev.:n t}:r:ugh -i" ci:r:lcin't af:fo::d i.t. So whai- irap;:etreril lrly

ciau..yh1e:: hari a panic attacl:.an hou:: be-j:o::e ny ex-'aife Shox.recl up ali: o1l:i: hclre
or          

r:ivecl .ber:a:.:.se f {^rajs lr:lrj that I cou.1dlr'i irif}rrenc€i firy ctaughl-*r, Sc

 ask€d  io teli her: Morri f,Irt she did:r'i want io qo wlLh hei:.
          

t:;e t::at. I)h{r wari up€ei- ui}rr:n she gct irac;i and ijid :io1.: lvanL t{r, iro rJith i.rer-

el'er agai..n. f unclersLand that.:i.n Ll:()st (:.,rse.1. i.t rt.::.:.l..cl he b::rrr;l'i.ci.;rl. f-<:.r: i:

chrlrJ Lo be iqith botb healthy and safe pi:rents" I.lo, I understand the new
rnaCia r:spor-,lnq iiow CPS ihroLrqh negiigenlre ihat chi.ldrrn ge: ki--ileC. M1i

attorn€y j.s;rwa::e c.f these eveits c,n   My ez;-i.;ife hasnri. seen
 sirllse, In the reco::Ced case ttik,.::r Ar.tqu.uL    

s;i':ai:o,i ti'a-; .the is i:cnce:lr: w;i.i-ir   w*-i.f i; ::e, .y'e*: il;?  c,;1.<1 me

Lila l: s,ir*: r:i:<i:-:' 1: s.il,: irrilch ir: tire .rr:t.:rvie,,r in   . ?ir:i..t* r.,a.s C!-re-) tc)
 beilg afra'ici ihe courl wcul-d rna;ie l:e:: be a1r:ne '*i.t^h he:: urorn" ?his

i-s substaniiat-*d wit.i: her o l der si.sLer rtiiri:rg the :!-n::er:v:elv. f f eei 
 has sone agen(ia or b:as tr:'rrard me anrl iny (JaJqtil-er. f noticed t.hai:

  :r.1.:r:ear!y' harsr bet:n :::eil;ri.aian.dlilri irri.s year, lt sadciens rne tfra l_

tLt.lrers i.;ou1<1 irar"+ i-.: go iirrr:u.;b i-h1s hr+i",".
1llnj..s nr-:w leacis into ln'7 secotrd r::1a:L:ii. i{hrlir i fi.rs.l.  
sl:e sta.[ecl stre wasn't Ooinq to r';].e on a:ryLnin(j because rn:, ex-"*.rj f e d j.in ,.l
shor,v up to tlre   hea::it:q,   asJrecl j"f I r.ra.i;

::epresertincJ m  r^rhen. 1sa1dn "yer;"   proceeded t.o rr:1 t ler
eyes i.lt ne.    wj"t.aessed lh j.s treh*vior', 'ihen rrr  

, I pi:ocerclr:l i:o asI: if f h;'id fu11 eus::od-y ther-r l. shriulcl i.:a,,,e -;.he ciiij.rj
;trjp1:orL. st-opped.  sairi she r";as:i't Ec-irlg l-u x'i.l-'l-e orr in uni- j..-1. t.!:e
l{or;enber tria1. Aft.er being rejected, r ihen m.en:ioned Lhat nv oliesr.
daushte.i:  turns 1E in a fer+ month$ and:-f f col:-l-ci staii.ind,/o:: cliange
tire ch.il-d $Llirporl-. Sho askeci my ex*w.i..fe if it woufd be ok t.o taj'.e 
ofi t-].r<l p;iyI:0.11. lrnd she said, 1rg.-<, thai: l,icr",:.]"rl bo (r,{.  sa_i.ci I
wot:.i-C h:rve f.o hrii.r-g in inii.i.as[ 3 peyir)er-r)l.rr etnd;rhe;*i:u-].,J Ieadjuiit il.le i:crftula
for chiild,suppcrt. I infartneC her Lhat r.l 1ra.s ilqi:**(l upor:.tiret most of li:*
chiicl riu.pport was tied. inlo Spousal. Maiiii.eri;l.r'lce ber:ause ilf ihe iax adv3.11i:i1,Je
hcth attorney-: ea::lier :i-n 201.C agreeci, Tiiey fe:i i tbat. .i-his rriorr_lcl he qc>crc' for
both of r:.:-:. f Lcl-d her th*L :-{ we us*(i i:r hai: nel:lrc,j hh€t : rroul<1 .be ,,a}/an.,
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rflore. i fhen ask" if sire cculd ask   if she i..s r"rorkirtr; jn order to
see if it r.rcu.l-rl i:e vrort.i: r:'.:l.rstiring"   w*s silent tr:rd rJi:*:e me a

sa..."-(:illlLiU sini...:'e al:d woulci rloi: ai"ISwer my ti'.:t:si::i.on, (AnE:i:her vioiati-o*) 
  witness; alcrigi with her srtaff. f:: thj.s behavior'

ta prom$i:e etl:icaf <;olcir-rct t.hat woul.d cx{}ate in xeasonable fii:nrJ e perception
of hones'i:1i, irnpa::l-i.ali'Ly, and ter.Lpe.ramenil'?

Norrr l ask -vc'rl, l,ow:s this.; fa-i:r: cr just? My aif-orney toid i!.e ti1.:t she coulC

r:t:i: keep mr: payi-t-ir; ch:i.l"d suppori ufi-l.ess:rhe ilaCi a qood Ii:a'qon i.o ";i-ihiioiC
silppo-1.t. I am Stll:- tlaiiil)cl ciu the reason r'lhy r,y children's fir:.'*r:c:a-l'

spppopi: r.vas <ielai'e,l f rcnr ["ebruary uniii l:]overnlrer? llan sonoone t:e-il rie hoi"r

money tira: is sllppcseC tr; go tr: th€ chi]r:iren goes l,r t.he parent ihal c:.",r:ses

iloi i.c ire a parL <.;f ihe-i.:: ii';er:?'ih-r's $i,e,ms io be sorne f,.:i:rn of :',ial-feasa:tce

a.nci :nj.sconr)r:r:t-. li-1 ex*w-ife has ;iever i:or:t:::l:ute'3 anyth"i.ng irr her Ceuclhler's
-1.ives . You w j.-1. l. "Iaterr see that   -Later helps l,: cc,n!:.i:ru* '[his
i-,'r] r:si:ice, I io r:iot beli,eve that    l'ri. l.-'i. ever ba -respor:si}iie for
tne fi.nancial respotrsib,ilirV of . I feei that mV clatrghte::'s :::1-ghi:s

a!-e $ecc:nda:r:y i-o   riEhts. I lhini< flost. peop:e can egree that:
tiri..s j.s a ql:osEi vioi.aii,orl of ,:oCe cf cond'.icr" t have been a  
ior orrer 14 :rears    anC have provide<-i ar:ct ccril-inr:e t-c
pr:ovi,cle a lr:v.i.ng and safe }:c:ne for     

        beer.r a. stabl.e:r"nflr.rence fo:
both cf my th:o daughiers. I look at't-he deslrrrtlt.-Lvt: nature of i:jiej.r m<:t.hs.r

anC ran nnly,rcnder r+het.   is rhinkiriq?.It. kee,3s ffle u.Ir at rriqhi,
harring to lvcrry ahout how to keep my daucrhter saf*. ].n i:ne i.::te:'v-ier", on

!r,  m.akes referenuE: on hcrr,.; i:he cr:uri: systre.r.r has prorzi-ded
r.:nclue ist:r:es-e cn o1r:: famiJ-y.   :-n f,he last hear:-ng ta1!.-ed abcut
f ir*raper:tic Inter.i.entlorl Lo rny ex-wif e. llhi. l-e iclnoring lly cla:^ighl-+r.l's

$t.:ai:orn(]nts or ev-i.deii.:e {)j: r0y f*e1:i.ngs on the sub_1ecc. L have been <jown thj.s
roacl before, iracii in ; i t;*ok i:h$rri'L(], a therapi.st un{.ier jF^lr.i:lsu:ance, per::

rel:<:runeri<iaiions of i:l:e   , Litt-l.e <iid ttie courc knr:r,s i:hat I iracl
t-.ak$n therrr the yea: hef,:i:o l:o gct l-iLelp frcrn tire traumE inf-l"ectec f::on t:rr:i.1
motlier. Thi.s time .I tcok ll:ern fo.r r:eunif-i-cati-cn with i:1:reir mr:ni" ?he:
1:herap.1-sts iisk.i"1. my eK*rir:i.:ie .i s qo:1.nr] t.J Lherapy. is she goi.ng to A.A? Ir:.:
she stop,ped. dr.iriki.ng? My al:rs;Nir::: i.* Lhu .'>ame {rciw as j.'; i^.i;ls back thr.rln . !.id are
Civcrcsr<1 ,sci T don'[ ]in,)rv wha.t sh.* -Ls d';irra. The i:]re:apisi. 'toLti me she ,rr*ul.d.

.1.o-se he:'l.i.e<,;lst', if she lrroug.hi arI unsafc perscn to coun$r,1.l.i.n(," ,S'aie r-eacl the
I  repcri: ;inci s;t.:it-r,rri slte lias a !;r"€ratl c{:rncerrr boca..:se mv e:r-}ri{:q:r i}as
shlrvrt <:<rns.il;'r anrl a cot-i1....i. I'iui)"irs patie]:ns:.,f abuse anci harm{uJ- i:ehavr,;r tr:ru.rr.rrJ
the ch.:.lClen lhal gces far beyo::ii al-cohcll,rsr"l Scfiet-il:rlq   chocsss
tc igrrr;re. In i:he   it si;iles o?&r* i6.iricj.dence.s a::td over a
al-urr:st a. d.€cada o{ abuse. Can someone l-li1. 1 :ne, r"ihy til€ fo*uL; i.sn't i:o make
surc Jrly *x**:Lfe j-s safc?  i-s thrj.r,.inE:_n sp:,te of fly ex-w1..r.e behe./-ior
;:l'r<J hei.ng out cf her li,fe for: the J-ast 2 yr.ers,  is a.:rr A siuclerrt-,
invrilvec in ext.racurricuiar activii-ie,s anrl lras many frield.:.
Tii€ last l;r.io iliings f wou.l.cl .L.i.ke tO br.ing rip i.s    b€hairi.o..
dj.r:er:ie<J j:r:wa::d ;r,y e.tL.rntey irr tire  liearirrg,   hrarns
nl:i 6.tr:orneii, rrot once but:--wice tilatJ ire rieeis to fol-Lorr her she
s'l:ates, trT r16i'rrt want ti: i-e.l. I vour counci.lor.i-:row i:o run l::i.s case- fii.;.e a-1air:
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states, "f atit not going to iell Dad and i-ti-s attorney how to sti:ateg:-es Lhe.ir
{ase" Id,, this coInmoil rlra.ct}ce? Thi.s rleili.rre.q rtnhers-i.on and nilnipuiat-lng
behavior'. Now reca-L.l earlier she stai:atd i.hei: ti:e :'ras tco ol'{J

back i:r r, however my at-tor:r:ey r.ras a)rle tc read evidence from the
 and t.he j"ntexview lreck ,.n  i"r: a eloquentiir infi:rmerl

manner. l,Jy attol:ney state.J thaf ehe reasi:)n is l:ec;luse she was trauliat-i.:reri ]:r/

her:nom. l,j.sten to the lape i.r is at approximately 13 minutes irrtc tlt+
hearing,   states right after t!-y at-torney statement (iqnor.j-ng what

wa6 saj.d) "f need to uncie.rstarrd'rriiy dr:esn'L',.iani i,: s;ee hor:rto(i".
'llh{r'r si:at.emc::t 1s f rightening and shou:d bs ls anyone readlng :hi.s. goes i.h:!s
enhance the pub,1 i.c t:r:ust-. al:ci enliance coni:i-dence ln the legal syst-erl? It
see&s tliat her: attentj.on i$ '.o pu{: my dauqhler at ;1sk aind ig:tore any
ir-rf t:r.rrr6Liorr cc]-f i.rarv t.o her: feeilr:gs.   s€€rL1s fixated in r*:i.tnj.t-i-rrcl

both morn anrl daughtfi: tc,qei.he:: when it.:-:: c..l.earf.hat rleii:her one Brants to be
reuniLerJ. 'llo makp i:r1r poirit even sL-"r(.rnqer:r my ex-"r^rife iri..red at aL.orre:r:hrea
r"reeks befr.:re the tr-ial date ard {JLle t"o a confiic'i. ask fo:: a postponement cf
the i-rj.a:i.. Tli.is.i.s a wonan t-haL h,r$n't..lieejn or ccrntacteC her daughter ln
;:imost 2 y-ears, Sbe aJ-so lived withi& one,r mj-ie ircm the ch.:.Lclrelr at on* ti..].1e.
So now my ex-w:i-fe.i..s ::eguesting a::ew'i:.i-:.a1" l:ai:e Lhat wi.-i..). po.s1:poiie ftr:
;:nclirer !] ioonihs. I love  anc i: it riere nre i. woiii-d do sver:\nt-h-i.ng l.r
ra.\: pcr',.r*x 'i;,) see irry daullhler:" I'he only berieil.i..t llor  1-o pr;sapor:--nt
the i:ri"ir.l. i.s t"o del.a5, p:,ay-inr.; chj-id sl:!-rpol 1"- j:ar ;in*l.hEr !i :r",cnth.s . I clcrr't
undel:$t.anii lit:w tltis rs the beet i.nteresit for  chat.
oasily man:i.pr.: Lateci? J cannot helieve j-f t.:he ro.L*s hrel:e reverse ire wor:l.C
be qetting the same out-come. f am fr:r-rstrLteci;rbout evr-:ry'chinr-r meltti-on above.
Ii: -i.-s a sframe i:hot .1. *m qo:i.rg to have  test:.fy agairsi: l:e:: rq*lri.in
crder tc kee;L her^' yciung<ll si.sler safe:. I:.ic\.;dever. i don'L thirrk -'i-l- wili. :nati_rr
to  .a. I l.rave seni-. her ail. t.h* reports, .intg::.;i.er.;s and €ven my
att"o.r:ney su;amod i.t up for her arrd she st-i. 11 drlesn't Eot:i-t- r cior-r't want i-hi.s
L:o irappen to anyone el,:e" My attorrley said i..f my nunher one gcaL i.s to keep

: -";ai:e Lhet) I should a.l"tour t.tr\a po{itl5onemeflt- of thq i:riai? ft soj:nd
like nry;il;orney krror"rs  and I ear.not geL a faj.:: i:r:-al. uit_[ t.h:s
Judgr,:. '.ihal: j-s t.a1).:r.nq, .i.jl ti'."ri: io Lhr:1_r.-,ga} adw:-cre.i. irn geLtlng, bil:ry elCe
hroi-rld a:t atCorney give this aci";:-ce? PLease help jne keep safe.




