
This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 16-011 

Judge: Timothy A. Forshey  

Complainant:  James Lakin  

ORDER 

The complainant alleged a pro tem municipal court judge denied him an 
opportunity to be heard, engaged in improper courtroom demeanor, and was biased 
in favor of the state in a civil traffic matter.  

Rule 2.6(A) of the Code of Judicial Conduct states that “a judge shall accord to 
every person who has a legal interest in a proceeding, or that person’s lawyer, the 
right to be heard according to law.” Additionally, Rule 2.8(B) requires that a judge 
“shall be patient, dignified, and courteous to litigants . . . .  .”  

Mr. Lakin appeared before Pro Tem Judge Forshey on a photo radar ticket. At 
the start of the hearing, Mr. Lakin made an oral motion to dismiss which was 
instantaneously denied by Pro Tem Judge Forshey without an opportunity for Mr. 
Lakin to state the substance or reason for his motion. When Mr. Lakin commented to 
Pro Tem Judge Forshey that he did not even know what the motion was about, Pro 
Tem Judge Forshey cut him off, told him that he was speaking, and if he continued 
in this fashion, he would be found in contempt of court. Throughout the remainder of 
the hearing, Pro Tem Judge Forshey told Mr. Lakin to “shut up,” “knock it off,” and 
that he could either do what the judge asked or eat green soup at the jail that evening. 
Pro Tem Judge Forshey’s tone was elevated during the hearing and he would often 
speak to Mr. Lakin in a belittling fashion. 

After reviewing the complaint, the recording of the hearing, and the judge’s 
response, the commission found that Pro Tem Judge Forshey’s tone, demeanor, and 
choice of words toward Mr. Lakin were not “patient, dignified, and courteous.” The 
commission also found that Pro Tem Judge Forshey denied Mr. Lakin the opportunity 
to be heard on his motion to dismiss.   

The commission found no evidence to support the remaining allegations of the 
complaint.   

 



This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

Accordingly, Pro Tem Judge Timothy A. Forshey is hereby publicly 
reprimanded for his conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 
17(a). The record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and 
this order shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).  

Commission member J. Tyrrell Taber did not participate in the consideration 
of this matter. 

Dated: May 12, 2016 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on May 12, 2016. 



            
  

             
         
  

 

               
              

             
              

               
         

   

             
               

               
              

              
            

            
            

               
              

  

                   
              

                  
            

                 
                 

                 
                  

   

               
               

                 
  

 

    





               

               

                 

                  

              

                  

                  

            

             

                 

                 

             
               

              

              

   

                 

                

                

              

                  

          

               

                

      

        




