
This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaints 16-004 and 16-036 

Judge: Celé Hancock  

Complainants:  Matthew Wilcox; Commission on Judicial Conduct  

ORDER 

The complainant in Case No. 16-004 alleged a superior court judge engaged in 
inappropriate courtroom demeanor, conducted a hearing without notice to him and 
his ex-wife, and was prejudiced against them. In Case No. 16-036, the commission 
initiated an investigation into the judge’s demeanor as a result of an appellate court 
decision.  

Rule 2.8(B) of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires that a judge “shall be 
patient, dignified, and courteous to litigants . . . .  .” Additionally, Rule 1.2 states that 
“a judge shall act at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the 
independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary . . .  .” 

In Case No. 16-004, the maternal grandparents of Mr. Wilcox’ children filed a 
petition to establish custody by a non-parent. Mr. Wilcox and his ex-wife moved to 
continue the initial hearing, however, that motion was denied as being untimely filed, 
and the hearing went forward in their absence. The maternal grandparents obtained 
custody. At a return hearing approximately one month later, all parties were present. 
During this hearing, Judge Hancock’s tone and demeanor toward Mr. Wilcox and his 
ex-wife became considerably elevated. She stated to them, “I don’t know what the hell 
you two are thinking, but get it together. All of you.” She also advised Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilcox, “I don’t give a crap about any of you.” After reviewing the complaint, the 
recording of the hearing, and the judge’s response, the commission found that Judge 
Hancock’s tone and demeanor toward the Wilcoxes was not “patient, dignified, and 
courteous.” The commission also found that Judge Hancock’s conduct did not promote 
confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary.  

The commission found no evidence to support the remaining allegations of the 
complaint. 

Concerning Case No. 16-036, the commission found that Judge Hancock had 
made a statement similar to the one she used toward the Wilcoxes. In a severance 
hearing, she told litigants that “I honestly don’t give a crap about either one of these 
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people.” The commission found that Judge Hancock was not “patient, dignified, and 
courteous” by the use of this language and that it did not promote confidence in the 
independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary.   

Accordingly, Superior Court Judge Celé Hancock is hereby publicly 
reprimanded for her conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 
17(a). The record in these cases, consisting of the complaint, the appellate court 
decision, the judge’s responses, and this order shall be made public as required by 
Rule 9(a).  

Commission members Margaret Downie and J. Tyrrell Taber did not 
participate in the consideration of this matter. 

Dated: May 12, 2016 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on May 12, 2016. 



   

            
  

             
           
  

               
              

             
              

               
         

     

    





                   

                    

   

                       

                

                      

                          

                   
                

                   

                    

                

                  

         

                        

                    

                   

                          

                

  
                    

                       

                      

                     

                  

                      

       

 

 



 

 

     
   

 
  

  
   
  

 

   
     

 

  

       

             
              

     

 

            
             

               
               

               
              

             

            
            
             

             

            
              

            
               

               
               

               
           

  



     

               
               

               
                

          
                
               
  

            
               

                
              

             
                 

              
            

  

          
               

               
              

         

           
            

        
         
             
 

         
           

            
           

           

          
         

     

  



     

            
           

           

  

            
             
                

             
               

   

             
             
                
                

                
                 

             
              
                

              
                
               
               

               
              
               

                
              

                 
             

            

 

            
             
        

  



     

            
                 

              
                 

              
            

           

               
                
                
                 
               
             

            
           

     

               
          

                 
           

           
           

       

       
 

   



    
      

      

 

   
 

  

   

  
 

       
 

    

       
   

  

   
   

  



     
   

 

           
          

        
        

   

          
           

           
           
          

          
          

         

        
          

          
          

         
          

          
       

        
           

          
   

         
          

 



     
   

        
           

       
        

         
         

        
     

          
         
        

           

         
        
           

            
         

         
         
          

          
      

         
           

          
        

          
         
          

          
           

          
          
          

    



     
   

         
          

        
          

        

   

           
          

              
          

          
            

           
             
          

          

 

       

        
        

    
        

       
        

          
      

             
          

          
           

       



     

   

          
 

       
      

           
       
    

        
          

          
       

        

         
          

        

         
        

         
        
       

         
         

            
            

            
           

         
             

            
           

         
          

       
 

        
            

              
          



     
   

         
          

        
          

           
         

         
           

      

       
           

         
        

        
        

         
        

   

      

           
           

           
        

          
             
              

             
         

          
           
          

         
           

            
         

            
          
            



     

   

        
           

           
          

         
          

           
         

           
          

           
         
        

     

        
           
          

      

             
          

          
         

           
         
           

          

          
        

          
        

           
        

           
          
            

              



     
   

   

          
        

         
             

         
             

            
           

          
      

 
 

 
 

          
          

           

         
           

          
          

         
            

           
           

            
             

              
         

           
            

         
           
            

             
          

            

         
          

         
     



     

   

              
     

       
         

         
        

           
              

        
            

         
         

          
        

            
  

        
         
           

            
         

           
         

            

        
         

          
         

           
            

         
           

  

          
            

             



     
   

         
  



     
   

 
  

 

 

 

   
     

 

 

  
    

    
  

             

                  
     

                   
                

                
                  

       

                    
                 

                    
                
                 

    

                   
                  

                 
                   

          

             
               

 

     




