
FILED
IN THE SUPREMECOURTOF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

NOV 7 2001

NOELK. DESS~JNT
CLERK S&WREMECOURT-~I

In theMatterof: )
)

ARIZONA CODEOF JUDICIAL ) AdministrativeOrder
ADMINISTRATION § 3-202: ) No. 2001- 109
PARENTEDUCATION PROGRAMS ) (ReplacingAdministrative

) OrderNo. 96-52)

Theabovecaptioned provisionhavingcomebefore theArizonaJudicial Councilon October
18, 2001 andhavingbeen approvedandrecommendedfor adoption,

Now, therefore, pursuantto Article VI, Section3, oftheArizonaConstitution,

IT IS ORDERED that the above captionedprovision,attachedhereto,is adoptedasasection
oftheArizonaCodeofJudicialAdministrationreplacingAdministrativeOrderNo. 96-52.

Datedthis 7th dayof November ,2001.

THOMAS A. ZL4KFr)
ChiefJustice



ARIZONA CODE OFJUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
Part3: SuperiorCourt

Chapter2: Domestic Relations
Section 3-202:ParentEducation Programs

A. Definitions. In this section, thefollowing definitionsapply:

1. “Co-parentingskills”meansopendialogandcooperationbetweenparentsin decision-making
regardingraisingchildren.

2. “Court” meansthe superiorcourt in eachcounty.

3. “Parenting plan” means awritten documentcontaining an agreement betweenparents
indicatinghowa child will be raised andcaredfor aftertheparentsseparateor divorce. A
writtenparentingplan is required wheneverparentsaskthecourt forjoint custody.

4. “Presenter” means apersonwho conducts aparenteducationprogramon children’sissues.

5. “Provider” means acourt, political subdivisionor private entity that contractswith or is

approvedbythecourtto providedomestic relationseducationonparenteducationprograms.

B. Authority. A.R.S. § 25-351 provides:

A. On or beforeJanuary1, 1997, thesuperiorcourt in eachcountyshall adoptand
implementan educationalprogramfor thepurposeofeducatingpersonsaboutthe
impactsthat divorce, the restructuringofJiniiilies andjudicial involvementhave on
children.

B. The supremecourtshalladoptminimumstandardsfor educationalprograms. The
presidingjudgeof the superiorcourt in eachcountyshall submit an educational
programplantothesupremecourtfor approval. The plan shallbe consistentwith the
minimumstandards that areadoptedbythesupremecourt,includingthe lengthand
natureof theprogram,thequalificationsofprogram providersand the meansby
whichtheprogramwill beevaluatedandmaintained.

C. The presidingjudgeof thesuperiorcourt or a judgewho is designatedby the
presidingjudgeshall administertheprogramin eachcountyand mayprovideor
contractwith political subdivisionsin this stateorprivate entitiesto providethe
programto participantswho arerequiredto attend.
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C. Purpose.Thissection providestheminimumstandardsforparenteducationprograms,including
the length andnatureofthe program, thequalificationsofprogramprovidersandpresentersand
the means by which theprogramshallbe evaluatedandmaintained.

D. LengthandNatureoftheProgram.

1. Theprogramshall be aminimumoftwo hours and amaximumofsix hours. Theprogram
lengthshallbe adequate to covertheprogrammaterial. To the extent that eachcountyhas
the resources, theprogramshall be available at flexible times, including eveningsand
weekends,and be offered earlyin thedomesticrelationslitigationprocess.

2. All programsshall includebut shallnot be limited to information on thefollowing topics
which relate totheimpact divorceor separation,therestructuringof familiesand judicial
proceedingshave onchildren:

• Common reactionsby childrenandparentsto divorce and separation.
• Helpful and harmfulparentbehaviors.
• Communicationand co-parentingskills.
• Harmful effects onchildrenfrom parentalconflict, includingdomesticviolence.
• Children’s reactions to divorce and separation atdifferent developmental stagesand

warning signsofseriousproblems.
• Responsibilityofparentsto provideemotionalsupport andfinancialsupportto children.
• Factors whichcontributeto healthy adjustmentfor children including the value of

parentingplans.
• Basic fumily courtprocedures.
• Issues surrounding continuedaccessto maternal andpaternalrelatives.
• Resources in the community to obtainadditional services.

3. Parenteducation programsmay bepresentedby videotapein whole or in part. The
Administrative OfficeoftheCourts (AOC) shallprovidea listofvideotapesapprovedforuse
in educational classesto the court in eachcounty. All othervideotapesusedin parent
educationclassesshallbe submittedto andapprovedby theAOC priorto use.

E. ProgramPresenterQualifications.At least onepresenterinvolvedin conductingeachprogram
shallhavea graduatedegreefromanaccreditedcollegeoruniversityin child development,flunily
life education,marriage andfamily therapy,psychology, socialwork, counselingor a closely
relatedfield. Any otherpresenters,if used, shall have aminimumofabachelor’sdegreewitha
majorin oneofthestatedfields or a closelyrelatedfield. All presentersshall have experience
working in theareasofdomestic relations,fhmily restructuring,child welfare,family dynamics
andtraining in domestic violenceissues. Presentersshall takeinto accountthe language and
culturalneedsofthestudentsandwhentwo or more presenters teachaclass,at least oneshall
bemaleandone female.
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F. ProgramOperations.

1. Security and class location. Each provider shall make reasonable efforts to provide a
comfortable andsafeenvironmentfor participantswhile attending the program.

2. Insurance.Non-courtproviders shalldemonstrateproofofcontinuingprofessionalandpublic
liability insurancein an amountapproved bythe court and shall name thecourt asan
additionalinsured.

3. Participants withdisabilities. Providers and programfacilities shall comply with the
Americans withDisabilities Act to enablepersonswith disabilities to participate in the
program.

4. Certificateofcompletion.Thecourtmayprescribe requirements necessaryto facilitate proof
of attendanceto the court. The provider shallprovide a certificateofcompletion to each
participant. The certificate ofcompletionshallbe in a form acceptableto the court and, at
aminimum,shallincludethecourtcasenumber,thedateofattendance,theparticipant’s name
and thename,addressand telephonenumber oftheprovider.

5. Attendance records. The provider shall maintain attendancerecords accessibleby
participant’s name,casenumber and dateofprogram completionfor a period offive years
from the dateofprogram completion.

6. Assignmentsoflitigantsto different classes.Participants who are adverseparties in thesame
courtcaseshallattenddifferent classesunlessbothparticipants requestattendancein thesame
class. Any requestthat bothparticipants attend thesameclassshall be in writing, signedby
both parties and both signatures notarized.

7. Solicitation of participants for other services. Providers andpresenters shallnot solicit
participants for other services.

8. Competitive bidding. Parent education programs not provided by the court shall be
competitively bid following applicable procurement lawsandrequirements.

9. Feesand surcharges. Amounts collectedfrompersons orderedto attend educationclasses
shallbereceipted,deposited, accountedforanddisbursedpursuantto statutoryrequirements
andtheMinimum AccountingStandardsfor ArizonaCourts.

G. ProgramEvaluation.Thecourtshallconductanannualevaluationofeacheducationalprogram
and thepresidingjudge or designeeshall prepareand forward a report to the AOC. The
evaluationshallbe conducted inaccordancewith minimumprogramevaluationformsprovided
to the superiorcourtbytheAOC (see Appendix 1).
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H. Exceptions toStandards.Uponrequestofapresidingjudge,theadministrativedirectormay
for good cause grant an exception to anyofthesestandardsnot requiredby statute.
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SECTION 3-204 PARENT EDUCATION PROGIW’IS
APPENDIX 1

PARENT EDUCATION PROGRAM SURVEY

Dare:_________ Cowir~-:________DR Number:________Provider___________

EVALUATION

Your answers will beusedfor s usrical purposesonly andwill be kept confidential.Pleasegive thissurveyto the
presenterwhenyou are finishedandreceiveyour certificate. Answerthesequestionsas to whether thisprogram
increasedyour Ithowiedge concerning thesetopics.

Strong~v Disagree Somewhat Agree Sn~ongly
Disagree Agree Agree

2.lfoundtheprogramzobe
useful.

2. 1 learned that it is 1 2 3 4 $
importantforme to work
with theotherparentfor the
benefitof thechildren.

3. I learnedaboutthe impact 1 2
of divorceandseparation
on adulm.

4.1 learnedabout 2 4
the impactof divorceand
separationon children.

5. 1 would recommendthis 1 2 4
to others.

6.Thisclasswnsheldins 1 3 4 5
comfortableandsafeplace.

7. 1 learnedaboutthesevere 2 3 4
problemsthatdomesticviolence
causeschildren.

8. 1 learned about chilthen 1 2 3 4 5
needingfinancialsupport
from parenu.

9. This programtaughtmeto 1 2 3 4 5
communicatein abusmess-jIke
mannerwith theother pa~nt.

10.1 learnedaboutwhy 2 2 3 4 5
childrenneedtospendtime
wishbothparen~
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Strongly Disagree Sorne~vhat Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree Agree

11.Ilearnedthazitis 1 4 5
importantfor rue not tosay
bad thingsabout theotherparent
to our child(ren).

12. ITearnedaboutthe I 3 4 5
effectsof continuedparent
conflict andarguingon children.

13. I amnowmoreawareof I 4 5
howto helpmy child during and
after the break-upof the family.

14. 1 learnedwarningsigns 1 3 4 5
of seriousproblemsforadults
andchildren.

15. 1 learnedof resources 1 3 4 5
I canturnto foradditional
helpif needed.

16. 1 betterunderstandwhat 1 2 3 4 5
a parentingplan is.

17. 1 have a better understanding 1 2 4 5
of basicdomesticrelatiens
courtprocedures.

IS. ft is importantto separate 1 2 4 5
my feelingstowardtheother
parentfrom the relationship
with ourchild(ren).

19. It is importantfor childrento 1 2 3 4 5
spendtimewith other family
memberswho are related
to both parents.

20. As a resultof this program, 1 2 4
I will spendmorerime listening
to my child.

Comments:

Thanks forYour Participation!


