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Arizona RevisedStatutes,Title 32, Chapter40, establishes temporaryand standard
certificationfor court reporters and specifies theBoardofCertified CourtReporters (“Board”)shall
recommendand the Supreme Court will adopt rulesto implementand enforcethesestatutory
provisions. Further, thelaw specifiesthat, absentextenuatingcircumstancestheBoard maynot
extendtemporarycertificates beyond December31, 2002. Accordingly, on March 29, 2001, the
CourtadoptedArizonaCodeofJudicialAdministration7-206:CourtReporter StandardCertification
and7-207:CourtReporterTemporaryCertification.Bothcodesectionstook effect on April2, 2001.
CodeSection7-206 requires that as partofthe qualificationsfor standardcertification,areporter
must pass the RegisteredProfessional Reporter (RPR) examination, testing thereporter’s
proficiency.This national examinationconsistsofthreeproficiencylegsandawrittenexamination.
In addition,Arizonalaw requiresthat reporters passan ArizonaWritten Examinationto qualify for
standard certification. CodeSection 7-206 further authorizes the Board to grantProvisional
Standard Certification to reporters who hold a valid temporary certificate atthetime ofapplication
if thereporterhaspassedat leasttwo ofthe three proficiencylegsandthewrittencomponentofthe
RPR and the ArizonaWritten Examination; or to areporterwho haspracticedfor thethreeyears
immediately precedingapplicationif thereporterhas passed oneofthethreeproficiencylegs and
thewrittencomponentofthe RPR and the Arizona Written Examination.

Court reportingis integrallyrelatedto the prompt, effective and impartialoperationofthe
judicial systemandit is necessaryto ensurethereis an adequate poolofqualifiedcourtreporters.
Accordingly, since adoptionof CodeSection 7-206, the Boardhasmonitoredthe progressof
certified reporters in meeting the requirements forStandardCertification andhasprovidedregular
updatesto the Courton this issue. The national test administratorsbeganreleasing informationon
the resultsoftheNovember2002RPR examination on December12, 2002. Completeinformation
on all Arizonacourt reporters whotook this examination may notbeavailablepriortotheDecember
31, 2002expiration dateoftemporary certification.As this informationis released, the Courthas
become awareofa limited numberofcourt reporters withlessthanthreeyearsofexperience,who
hold temporarycertificationandtook theNovember2002administrationoftheRPRexamination.
Ofthis group,someare awaiting the resultsofthat examination,or if theyhaveobtained the results,
do not meet theyearsofexperienceand twoproficiency legrequirementsfor StandardProvisional
Certification. These reporters have documentedto the Board that theyregisteredandtook the
November2002RPRexamination.



To makean orderly transition from temporaryto standardcertification with minimal
disruptionto the judicial system,it is necessaryto address thecertificationstatusof thelimited
numberofcourt reporters whohavepracticedlessthanthreeyears,hold temporarycertificationand
are consistentlymovingtowardfull compliance withcertificationrequirements.

Now, therefore,pursuantto Article VI, Section3, oftheArizonaConstitution,

IT IS ORDEREDthat theBoardmay,in addition to thecurrentprovisionsofCodeSection
7-206(E)(3)(c)(5),grant aprovisionaltemporarycertificate,fortheperiodofJanuary1,2003through
January31, 2003, to anapplicant who holds a validtemporarycertificateasofDecember31,2002,
who registeredandtook theNovember 2002 administrationoftheRPRexamination and canprovide
satisfactory documentationofthis to the Boardandwho meetsall otherrequirementsfor standard
certification. An applicant granted provisional temporarycertificationpursuantto this ordershall
meetall otherrequirementsof CodeSection (E)(3)(c)(5)(b) andtheprovisionsof Code Section
(E)(3)(c)(5)(c)regardingthe Board’s authority to grantcertification afterJanuary15, 2003, are
applicable.

IT IS FURTHERORDEREDthat, in additionto thecurrentprovisionsofCodeSection7-
206(E)(3)(c)(4), the Board may grant aProvisionalStandardCertificateto areporterwhoholds a
valid temporarycertificateas of December31, 2002, who haspassedat leastone of the three
requiredskill componentsandthewrittenknowledgetestoftheRPRexamination byDecember31,
2002andprovides documentationofthis totheBoard byJanuary15, 2003and who meets allother
requirementsfor certification. AnapplicantgrantedProvisionalStandardCertificationpursuantto
this order shall meetall other requirementsofCodeSection7-206(E)(3)(c)(4)(b)regardingpassage
ofthe remainingcomponentsofthe RPR and the provisionsofCodeSection7-206(E)(3)(c)(4)(c)
regardingthe Board’s authority to grantcertificationafter June30, 2004 areapplicable.

Dated this 19th dayof Dec~nber , 2002.

CHARLES F.JO~~J
ChiefJustice


