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In theMatterof: )
)

NEW JUDGEORIENTATION ) AdministrativeOrder
PILOT ASSESSMENTPROGRAM ) No. 2003- 1

)

The NewJudgeOrientationprogramfor limited jurisdictionjudgesis scheduledfor early
January. New content including practical exercisesand newevaluation elements willbepiloted
during thisprogramto makeit as effective as possible in equipping newjudgesto performtheir
duties.

Rule I 23(e)(1)establishesageneralrule that employeerecords areconfidential andprovides
for releaseofonly specific information aboutemployees. The rule does notspecificallyaddress
“public officers” and it is unclear whether training records maintained bythecourtsconcerning
judgesandclerksof courtwouldbe entitledto the same confidentiality asothercourtstaffrecords.

The confidentialityof the education processand education recordsof private citizensis
uniformly protected under state andfederallaw and policy. This confidentialityextends towork
completedby studentsand thegradesthey receive.Only the degreereceivedis a matterofpublic
record. In the contextofjudicial education, thereis avalid public interest inknowing that public
officials andemployeeshave complied with training requirementsandeven what traininghasbeen
received at public expense.

Theextensionoftheruleofconfidentialityto training assessment recordsofjudicialofficers
and employeesis necessaryto assurethat an environment can be created thatis conduciveto
education andto pilot test thenewassessmentsystem.The best education programschallengetheir
participantsto learnskills and explore ideas that arenewto them. This educationprocess works
most effectivelyin an atmosphereoftrust that promotescandor. Participants who areconcerned
about public scrutinyof their statementsand performance are not likely to fullyengagein this
process. Thisis likely to diminish the effectivenessofthetraining providedcontraryto thebest
interestofthestate.

Now, therefore, pursuantto Article VI, Section3, of theArizonaConstitution,

IT IS ORDERED thattheassessmentmaterialsand scoresusedaspartof the 2003New
Judge Orientationprogramshallbe maintained asconfidentialand shallbereleasedonly forinternal
processing purposes or with the approvalofthe ChiefJustice.



IT IS FURTHERORDEREDthat theconfidentialityofthesematerialswill be e’~,raJuated
prior tothe2004programandadeterminationmade atthattime whetherto adoptapermanentpolicy
regardingjudicial trainingrecords.

Datedthis 6th day of January , 2003.

~1TARLESE.JQ~~/
ChiefJustice


