
FiLED
IN THE SUPREMECOURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

_________________________________ JAN 92003
NOEL K. OE$SA~NT

CLERK SUPREME COURT

In theMatter of: )
)

ARIZONA CODEOF JUDICIAL )
ADMINISTRATION §5-110: ) AdministrativeOrder
ADOPTION & SAFEFAMILY ACT ) No. 2003 - 6
COURTIMPROVEMENT PROGRAM ) (ReplacingAdministrative

) OrderNo.98-35)

The above captionedprovision havingcome before the Arizona Judicial Council on
December12, 2002,andhavingbeenapprovedandrecommendedfor adoption,

Now, therefore,pursuantto Article VI, Section3, of theArizona Constitution,

IT IS ORDERED thatthe abovecaptionedprovision, attachedhereto,is adoptedasasection
of theArizona Codeof JudicialAdministrationreplacingAdministrativeOrderNo. 98-35.

Dated this 9th dayof January ,2003.

CHARLESE.
ChiefJustice



ARIZONA CODE OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
Part 5: Court Operations

Chapter 1: Funding
Section5-110:Adoption & SafeFamily Act Court Improvement Program

A. Definitions. In this section, the followingdefinitionsapply:

“Administrativedirector”means the administrative directorof the AdministrativeOfficeofthe
Courts (AOC) orthe director’s designee.

“Manager” means theprogrammanageroftheCourt Improvement (CI) programadministered
by theAOC.

“Program”meanstheCI program administeredby theAOC.

B. Applicability. The programis establishedin the AOC. Pursuantto Laws 1998. Ch. 276.
§46(c),the programshall implement theprovisionoftheAdoptionandSafeFamily Act of 1997
(ASFA) statewide.

C. Purpose. The purposeoftheprogramis to implementthe provisionsofthefederalASFA. The
act requires the presidingjudgeordesigneeto implementtimelines,hearingsandproceduresthat
consider thehealthandsafetyofchildreninvolved in dependency proceedings.Thepresiding
judgeor designeeshall useCI funds to improve timelinesand dependencycaseprocessing
procedures.

D. General Administration.

1. Thesupremecourt shalladministerandmaintainCI funds. Theadministrativedirectorshall
establishtimetables,policies,procedures, formsand reportsnecessaryto administerthe
programandgovern the useofCI funds.

2. The administrativedirector shallpreparefiscal projections, create abudget.allocateand
expend fundsfor administrativecostsand projectsassociatedwith the program. The
administrativedirectoris authorizedto execute funding agreementsandapprovedistribution
to the presidingjudgeor designeein eachcounty.

3. The administrative director shall appoint amanager. The managershall overseethe
implementation and administrationoftheprogram whichincludesthe dailymanagementand
supervisionofstateprogramoffice staff. The manager shalloverseethedevelopmentand
maintenanceof all programperformancecriteriato includepolicies, procedures,manuals,
andother necessary materials.



4. The administrative directorshall have theauthorityto audit superior courtcompliancewith
its fundingagreement.At a minimum, theauditshall assesssuperior courtcompliancewith:

a. Arizonastatutes,RulesofProcedure forthe JuvenileCourt,administrativeorders, rules,
this code, program policiesandprocedures;and,

b. Court AppointedSpecialAdvocate (CASA) caseand volunteerfiles: and,

c. Foster CareReviewBoard(FCRB) requirements.

5. Theadministrativedirector shall have theauthorityto applyfor additional fundsto usefor
the same purposeandwith the same parameters as other funds allocatedfor the program.

6. Theadministrativedirector shall provideassistancetojudges, court staff,attorneysandother
public agenciesregardingthe program.

7. The manager shall reviewall proposalsandrecommendapprovalor disapprovalof funding
awardsto theadministrativedirector. Applicantsshall benotified of the funding decision
in writing.

E. Budget Request Preparation.

1. The presidingjudgeor designee shall submit in writing to theadministrativedirector, a
budget request and program plan toestablishand maintain a countyprogram.To the extent
funds areavailable,the administrativedirector shall allocate fundsto meet the needsof
ASFA.

2. Funds shall beallocatedto each countyin proportionto thenumberofdependencycases
filed in that countyin the preceding fiscal year (July1 - June30).

F. Program Plan and Financial Management.

I. The presidingjudgeor designeeshall:

a. Provideto the manageran annualbudgetrequestand programplan;

b. Submit progress reportsto theprogramby duedatesstatedin annualagreement;

c. Submitfinancial statementsto the programby duedatesstatedin annualagreement:

d. Submitaclosingreportandfinancial statementalong with revertment of unexpended
fundsandinterest(yearend) to theprogramby August31.



2. Funds shall bedistributed after plans aresubmitted and approved. The plans and
modificationsshall be consistentwith applicable policiesand proceduresand the budget
requestofthecounty. The administrative director may approveplansand modifications.

3. The presidingjudgeor designeeshall sign funding agreementspreparedby theprogramin
order to receiveCI funds. The administrativedirectorshallhave authorityanddiscretionto
amendorterminate the agreementif suchactionis dueto a lackoffunds. alackoffinancial
needby the superiorcourt,ora failure to complywith the applicablestatutes,rules,orders,
policies, the approved planorothercircumstances.

4. A superior courtshall depositCI fundsinto aspecialrevenuefund with the countytreasurer
pursuantto the procedures providedin Sections111-2 and V-3 of the Auditor General’s
Uniform AccountingManualforArizonaCounties.Asuperior courtorits fundingauthority
shall accountfor CI funds separatelyfrom other funds.

5. CI funds shall be used only for the support andoperation of approvedplans. The
administrativedirectorhastheauthorityto withholdfundsuponagreementwith thepresiding
judgeordesigneeandauthorizedirect expenditureforthebenefitofsuchsuperiorcourt. The
administrativedirector has the authorityto reallocate fundsif circumstancesjustify such
action.

6. The presidingjudgeor designeeshall maintain and providereports,data,and statistics
requiredby the administrativedirector. The presidingjudgeor designeeshall retainall
financial records,applicable program records, anddatarelatedto the approvedplan for at
leastfive years fromthe closeof each fundingperiod.
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