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ArizonaRevisedStatutes,Title 32, Chapter40, specifiesthat the BoardofCertified Court
Reporters will recommend and theSupremeCourt will adopt rulesto implementandenforce the
statutoryprovisions regulating the certificationandconductof court reporters.Accordingly, on
March29,2001, byAdministrative OrderNo.2001-39,the Court adoptedArizonaCodeofJudicial
Administration §7-206,Court ReporterStandard Certification. The orderspecifiedthat court
reporters must apply for standard certificationandthese persons may not serve as court reporters
unlessthey arein compliancewith §7-206.

In accordance with theseprovisions, court reporters have applied for, and the Boardof
Certified Court Reporters has grantedstandardcertificationto those individuals who meet the
certification criteria. However, there aresome individuals who have appliedfor and meet all
requirementsfor certification exceptfor the criminalbackgroundcheck. At the present time the
programhasobserved it generally takestwo to threemonths for the Federal BureauofInvestigations
(FBI) background resultsto be returned. Insome cases,the fingerprints are not discernableanda
newset is required, causing further delay in the certification process. Courtreportingis integrally
related to the prompt, effectiveandimpartial operationofthe judicial systemandit is necessary to
ensure that thereis an adequate poolof court reporters,thus,the needfor this Order.

The Court has previouslyaddressedthis issue. Administrative Order No.2000-38, signed
June28, 2000, allowedthe Board of Certified Court Reportersto grant ProvisionalTemporary
Certification to a reporterwhile awaitingthe FBI results. Pursuantto Laws2000, Chapter 41,
SenateBill 1249, Section13, all temporary certificatesexpired on December31,2002 andabsent
extenuating circumstancesmaynot be renewedaflerthat date. Accordingly, reporters must now
apply for standard certification in orderto practice.

Now, therefore,pursuantto Article VI, Section3, oftheArizonaConstitutionandArizona
RevisedStatutes,Title 32, Chapter40,



IT IS ORDEREDthe Boardof CertifiedCourt Reportersmay issueprovisionalstandard
certificatesto court reporters who apply forandmeetall requirementsfor certificationexceptfor
completionofthe criminal backgroundcheck.Thesereportersmustsubmita signedandnotarized
statementattestingtheyhavenotbeenarrested,charged,indicted,convictedoforpledguilty to anyfelony
ormisdemeanor,exceptasdisclosedin theirapplication.Uponcompletionofthe criminalbackground
checktheBoardshallreviewtheapplication andeither granttheindividuala standardcertificateordeny
certification, inaccordancewith~S7-206.

Datedthis 24th day of January ,2003.

R1)TH V. McGREGOR 1
Vice ChiefJustice


