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In the Matterof: )
)

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ) AdministrativeOrder
COMMITTEE ON COURT SECURITY ) No. 2003-__21
AND EMERGENCYPREPAREDNESS )

To ensureaccessto thecourtsasrequiredbyArizona’s Constitution,Article VI, Section17,
the Arizona courtsystemmustbe preparedto managea varietyof emergencysituationsincluding
those originating within thecourts, naturaldisasters,terrorismandextendedutility andinformation
systemoutages. Thecourtsareinstitutionswheremanycritical decisions affecting disputes, lives,
childrenandfamilies are made, whereemotionsoften runhigh, andwhere thepotentialfor serious
disruptionand violenceis alwaysa concern. Additionally,like anymodern institution, the courts
are partof their community andvulnerableto incidentsand emergencies that affect the greater
community. Finally, courtshousenotonlytheactivitiesofcourts,butalsocritical dat~networksand
valuable physicaland electronicrecords. Thus the courts, the courthouse and thesystemsthat
supporttheirworkarecritical elementsofcivil governmentthat must beprotectedandmust continue
to operate inan emergency.

In accordance with ArizonaCodeofJudicialAdministration§ 1-104,theChiefJusticemay
establishadvisorycommitteesto the ArizonaJudicial Councilto assisttheCouncil in carryingout
its responsibilities. Therefore in keeping with theCourt’s strategicgoalsof providingaccessto
justiceandbeing accountable throughincreasedeffortsto ensure that court faculties,staffandusers
remainsafefrom physical harm; itis appropriateto review the security environmentofArizona’s
courtsandrecommend policies andproceduresto enhancethepreparednessofthecourtsto manage
emergencysituations.

Now, therefore,pursuantto Article VI, Section3 of the Arizona Constitution,

IT IS ORDEREDthat the Committeeon Court Securityand EmergencyPreparednessis
establishedasfollows:

1. PURPOSE:
The Committeeshould identifyareasof concernand recommendbest security
practices, policiesand proceduresthat can be adopted by theArizona Judicial
Council and bycourts in the Arizona courtsystemto ensurethat courtstaff, judges,
litigants,jurors and other court users are providedsafe, functional, dignified and
accessiblecourtfacilities. TheCommitteeshouldalsodeveloprecommendationsand
guidelinesforemergencypreparednessandcontingencyplanning for thecourts.This



work should be carried out in a mannerthat recognizes geographicand size
differencesbetweencourtsandrecognizesthat anyplansandrecommendations must
be achievablewith resourcesor support thatexistsorare likelyto be available.

TheCommitteeis directedto give attentionto the followingareas:

1, General courthousesecurityandthe appropriatelevel of security for each
typeof court.

2. Screening,selectionandtraining ofcourt securitystaff.

3. Physicalsecurityofdatanetworksandsystems.

4. Possibleevents,incidentsandemergenciesthat threatenpublicandpersonnel
safety, the operation of courts and the administrationof justice and
appropriateresponses.

5. Methods for the collection and distribution of information concerning
potentialor impendingcourtemergencies.

6. Communication betweencourts duringemergencies. 1

7. Guidelines foremergency preparednessandcontingencyplanning.

8. Continuityofoperationsplans.

9. Guidelinesfor theclosingor alterationofbusiness hoursor locationswhen
thereis the threatof harm in the form of weaponsor threats,terrorism,
natural disaster or otheremergency.

10. Other areasthat theCommitteedeemsnecessary to complete its work.

The Committee should remainmindful ofthe needto coordinateits work with the
Committee on Technology and with the Probation SafetyCommittee where
appropriate.

2. MEMBERSHIP:
The Chief Justiceshall appoint the Committee members,a chairperson, avice
chairpersonandsuchadditionalmembers as maybenecessary.Themembershipof
the Committeeis attached asAppendixA.

2. MEETINGS:
Meetings shall be scheduled at the discretionofthe CommitteeChair. All meetings
shall comply with the Open Meeting Policyofthe Arizona Judicial Department.



3. REPORTS:
The Committeeshall submita report of its findings and recommendationsto the
Council at theJune2003meeting.

4. STAFF:
TheAdministrativeOffice oftheCourtsshall providestafffor the Committee and,
as feasible given financialand staffing limitations, may conductor coordinate
research as requested by theCommittee.

Datedthis 2Othdayof February ,2003.

CHARLESE. JG~S’
ChiefJustice

Attachment:Appendix A



APPENDIX A 
COMMITIEE ON COURT SECURITY 
AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

Paul O'Connell, Chairperson 
Pinal County Superior Court Administrator 
Florence, AZ 

Marcus Reinkensmeyer, Vice Chairperson 
Maricopa County Chief Deputy Administrator 
Phoenix, AZ 

Hon. Mark Armstong 
Maricopa County Superior Court 
Phoenix, AZ 

Patricia Alvarez-Hurley 
Pima Consolidated Justice Court Administrator 
Tucson, AZ 

Eric W. Carlson 
Director of Administrative Services 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Phoenix, AZ 

Lt. Michael DeBenedetto 
Phoenix Police Department 
Phoenix, AZ 

Commander Don Davis 
La Paz County Sheriff's Office 
Parker, AZ 

William DuffY 
Security Director 
Maricopa County Superior Court 
Phoenix, AZ 

Frances Howard 
Assistant Court Administrator 
Phoenix City Court 
Phoenix, AZ 

Kevin Jeffries 
Probation Security Specialist 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Phoenix, AZ 

DonW.Jobe 
Security Manager 
Yuma County Superior Court 
Yuma,AZ 

Hon. William T. Kiger 
Yavapai County Superior Court 
Prescott, AZ 

Hon. Lyndall McElhaney 
Judge of City of Camp Verde 
Camp Verde, AZ 

Hon. G. Michael Osterfeld 
Justice of the Peace of Buckeye 
Buckeye, AZ 

Lisa Royal 
Pima County Assistant Court Administrator 
Tucson, AZ 

Virlynn Tinnell 
Mohave County Superior Court Clerk 
Kingman,AZ 




