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The continued examinationofinnovativewaysto resolvefamilydisputes in afair, timelyand
cost-effectivemanneris importantto theadministrationof courtsofthis stateand the citizens that
areserved.A systemthat resolveslegal disputesinvolving families in amannerthat facilitates the
stabilizationofthe familyratherthan onethat contributesto a family’semotionaldistresshaslong
been a subjectofstudyby judiciariesaround thecountry. Through thesestudies,anumberofkey
elementsof a “family-friendly” court systemhaveemerged,including thefollowing:

• Enhanceduseof non-adversarial processes,including Alternative Dispute Resolution
methods, in familylaw casesto theextentpossible

• Processcases fairly,moreefficiently, and eliminate,when possible,hearingdelay
• Improve service delivery in familylaw cases
• Expandservices availablein family law cases
• Lower the costof providing servicesin family law cases
• Streamlinecase flow procedures and eliminateduplicativeefforts in family law cases
• Enhance the assignmentto andstatusofthe familylaw benchandprovidethe public with

abenchthat is dedicatedto, interestedin, andspecially trainedin all facetsoffamily law
• Developan automatedcase managementsystemcapableof identifying andretrievingcourt

records located in different divisionsordepartmentsofthe court
• Develop statewide rulesofprocedurethat arespecific to the needsoffamily law cases

On August22, 2002, SB 1088,as signed by Governor Jane Hull,becameeffective and
provided that theDomesticRelations Committee preparesand submits a statewide planfor an
IntegratedFamily Court on orbeforeDecember31, 2002. Thatplan,An IntegratedFamilyCourt
for Arizona(Plan), waspresentedto theArizonaJudicial Council on December12, 2002, andis
attachedto this AdministrativeOrderto serve as a referenceandmodel. Themodel incorporates
manyofthe key elements referenced above.

TheArizonaJudicialCouncilhasrecommendedthe SupremeCourt create IntegratedFamily
CourtPilot Programsin atleastthreecountiesbasedon thePlan. Thepilot programs willencompass



casesinvolving juveniles,divorce,paternity,andother family mattersto test the effectiveness and
financial feasibilityof the various componentsof the Plan.- The presidingjudgesof Coconino
County, MaricopaCounty, andPinal Countyhaveexpressedinterestin participatingin the pilot
programs.

Now, therefore,pursuantto Article VI, Section3, ofthe Arizona Constitution,

IT IS ORDEREDthat threeIntegratedFamily Court Pilot Programs be established in the
Superior Courtin Coconino, Maricopaand PinalCounties asfollows:

1. PILOT PROGRAMS: The presidingjudgein each countyshall appoint anadministrative
integratedfamily court presidingjudgefor developmentand implementationof the pilot
program.

The administrativepresidingjudgeof the IntegratedFamily Court Pilot Program ineach
county shall review thePlanandincorporate into each pilot program anyandall aspectsof
the Plan that arefinancially andadministrativelyfeasiblebased upon county resources.

2. TERM: ThedesignatedIntegratedFamily Court Pilot Programs shallrun for a periodnot
to exceedtwo years fromthe date thelocal court planis approved.

Thepresidingjudgesofthe IntegratedFamilyCourt Pilot Programs shalldevelopandsubmit
an outline for an IntegratedFamily Court PilotProgramPlan for review by theArizona
JudicialCouncil in June2003.

Thepresidingjudgesshall submit a final Program Planfor review bytheArizona Judicial
Council in December2003.

Thepresidingjudgesshall submit a detailed implementationandprogress reportfor review
by theArizonaJudicialCouncil in December2004. Thedetailedcountyplanandprogress

- reportshall contain recommendationsfor systemicchangesto family court andjuvenile
court, includingrecommendedrule andstatutechanges.

The IntegratedFamily Court Pilot Programplansshall be fullyimplementedno laterthan
December2004.

3. MODEL COURT APPLICABLE TOTHIS ORDER: The Integrated Family CourtPilot
Programs shall be basedupon those componentsofAn IntegratedFamily CourtPlanfor
Arizona, as devised by theDomesticRelations Committee, that aredetermined financially
andadministrativelyfeasible.

4. REPORT: Theadministrativepresidingjudgeofthe Integrated Family Court PilotProgram
in each county shall submit areporton theirpilot programto theArizonaJudicial Council
at one yearafterfull implementationandupon the pilot program’sconclusionin December
2005. Thereportshall includethecounty’sevaluationsofthe feasibility and resultsobtained



based on recommendationsandminimumstandards describedmAn IntegratedFamily Court
Plan forArizonathat wereincludedin thepilot program.

TheAdministrative Office of the Courts shall conductan independentevaluationof the
IntegratedFamily Court Pilot Programsin eachof the three counties.

IT IS FURTHER ORDEREDthat the Administrative Office of the State Courts shall-

establish a statewide rules committee toexamineand recommend rulesof practicein family law
(domestic relations)cases.-

IT IS FURTHERORDEREDthat theAdministrativeOfficeoftheCourtsshall study family
courtprocesses, the case managementsystems,andall related servicesandprocedures,including
ancillaryservices,in theSuperior Courtin Maricopa CountyJuvenileandFamilyCourts. Thestudy
shall be conducted in the earlystagesof this pilot program’s term and the results and
recommendationsconsideredandincorporated into the Integrated Family Court Pilot Program in
MaricopaCounty.

Dated this 25th dayof February ,2003.

CHARLES E. JON~S~’
ChiefJustice


