
 IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
____________________________________ 

 
 

 
In the Matter of:    ) 
      ) 
ARIZONA CODE OF JUDICIAL  )  Administrative Order 
ADMINISTRATION § 1-111:  )  No. 2006 - 25 
COMMISSION ON VICTIMS IN THE )   
COURTS AND APPOINTMENT OF  ) 
MEMBERS     )   
____________________________________) 

 
 
The judicial branch, through its judicial officers, provides an impartial forum for all civil and 

criminal proceedings and ensures the legal rights of all who appear in its courts are preserved.  The 
Arizona Constitution, Article II, Section 2.1, established the Victims’ Bill of Rights  to “preserve 
and protect victims’ rights to justice and due process.” 

 
Under Chief Justice McGregor’s directive, the Commission on Victims in the Courts is 

established to make recommendations and advise the Arizona Judicial Council on victims’ rights 
issues within the court system. 

  
The above captioned provision having come before the Arizona Judicial Council on March  

9, 2006 and having been approved and recommended for adoption, 
 

Now, therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Section 3, of the Arizona Constitution, 
 

IT IS ORDERED that the above captioned provision, attached hereto, is adopted as a section 
of the Arizona Code of Judicial Administration. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the following individuals are appointed as new members 

of the Commission on Victims in the Courts for a term beginning on entry of this Order and ending 
as set out below:   

 
The Honorable Ron Reinstein, Chair   Term Expires:  March 10, 2009 
Superior Court Judge 
 
The Honorable Lex Anderson    Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Justice of the Peace/Magistrate 
 
Mr. Jack Ballentine      Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Police Detective 
 
Mr. Marc Budoff     Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 



Criminal Defense Attorney 
 
Dr. Kathryn Coffman     Term Expires:  March 10, 2007 
Public Member 
 
Mr. Edwin Cook     Term Expires:  March 10, 2009 
Prosecuting Attorneys’ Liaison 
 
Ms. Sydney Davis     Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Public Member 
 
Mr. Stephen Dichter     Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Defense Attorney 
 
Mr. Gary Husk       Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Attorney/Consultant 
 
Ms. Emily Johnston     Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Public Member 
 
Ms. Charlene Laplante    Term Expires:  March 10, 2007 
Attorney 
 
Mr. Dan Levey     Term Expires:  March 10, 2009 
Governor’s Office Advisor 

 
The Honorable Anna Montoya-Paez   Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Superior Court Judge 

 
Ms. Kimberlie Musselman    Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Advocacy Representative 
 
The Honorable Patricia Noland   Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Clerk of Court 
 
The Honorable William O’Neil   Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Superior Court Judge 
 
Mr. Douglas Pilcher     Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Court Representative 
 
The Honorable Antonio Riojas, Jr.   Term Expires:  March 10, 2007 
Municipal Court Judge 
 
Mr. Richard Romley     Term Expires:  March 10, 2007 
Attorney 



 
Ms. Karen Sullivan     Term Expires:  March 10, 2009 
Public Member 
 
Mr. Steve Twist     Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Attorney/Advocacy Representative 
 
Mr. Anthony Vidale     Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Statewide Representative 
 
Ms. Kathy Waters     Term Expires:  March 10, 2009 
Probation Liaison 
 
The Honorable Richard Weiss   Term Expires:  March 10, 2009 
Superior Court Judge 
 
By Virtue Of Position 
 
Ms. Marna McLendon    Term Expires:  March 10, 2008 
Attorney General’s Office, Victim Services 

 
 

Dated this 10th  day of  March, 2006. 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
RUTH V. MCGREGOR 
Chief Justice 
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ARIZONA CODE OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 
Part 1:  Judicial Branch Administration 

 Chapter 1:  Leadership 
Section 1-111:  Commission on Victims in the Courts 

 
A. General Purpose.  The Commission on Victims in the Courts (COVIC) is established as a 

standing committee of the Arizona Judicial Council (AJC). The commission shall: 
 

1. Advise the council on matters affecting victims’ rights and the administration of justice; 
 
2. Make recommendations to the committee on continuing education and training and the 

AJC regarding training and education for judges and court personnel on victims’ rights 
and appropriate treatment of victims; 

 
3. Work with the committee on probation and other court committees and entities as 

necessary to promote the improved collection and disbursement of victim restitution; 
 

4. Serve as the judicial branch liaison to other established victims’ advocacy organizations; 
and 

 
5. Make other recommendations to the AJC that preserve the rights afforded to victims in 

Az. Const. Art. 2, § 2.1 and ACJA § 5-204. 
 

B. Membership and Terms.  The chief justice shall appoint a chair and members of the 
commission for terms of varying lengths and may reappoint members for successive terms.  
The membership is comprised of court and non-court personnel.  The court membership 
includes superior and limited court jurisdiction representatives.  The non-court membership 
includes representatives from victim advocacy organizations, public members and victim 
rights agencies to include: law enforcement, prosecution agencies and defense counsel.  
Other members may be appointed at the chief justice’s discretion. 

 
C. Responsibility of Members.  Commission members shall attend and actively participate in 

COVIC meetings and shall serve on COVIC advisory committees as necessary.  A member 
may designate a proxy, subject to the requirements of ACJA § 1-104 (D) and in conjunction 
with COVIC procedures described in subsection (F). 

 
D. Organization.  The chief justice shall appoint the chair of COVIC and other leadership as 

needed to organize commission affairs.  The chair may appoint advisory committees as 
necessary to assist in commission business. 

 
E. Meetings.  The commission shall meet no less than three times a year.  Additional meetings 

may be called at the discretion of the chair.  All meetings shall be noticed and conducted in 
compliance with the judicial department’s open meeting policy, as prescribed in ACJA § 1-
202. 
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F. Actions.  The commission shall adopt procedural rules for conducing commission business.  
The rules shall prescribe quorum requirements, proxy use and the majority needed to 
authorize commission meeting actions. 

 
G. Staff.  Under the direction of the chief justice, the Administrative Office of the Courts 

(AOC) shall provide staff to the commission and may conduct or coordinate commission-
recommended research. 

 
H. Funding.  The commission, with the assistance of AOC, may seek grant funding from local, 

state and national organizations to conduct or coordinate management projects and research 
studies as recommended by the commission.  To the extent available, supreme court funds 
may also be used to partially or fully fund the commission’s expenses. 


