
  IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
____________________________________ 

 
 
 

In the Matter of:     ) 
      ) 
ADMISSION TO THE PRACTICE  )   Administrative Order 
OF LAW ON MOTION AND  )   No. 2009 - 102 
APPLICATION FEES   )        
      )   
____________________________________) 
 

In September 2008, the Court adopted Rule 38(h), Rules of the Supreme Court, providing 
for Admission on Motion.  Additional direction on implementing Rule 38(h), definition of the 
criteria for Admission on Motion to the practice of law in Arizona and establishment of 
application fees is necessary for an efficient application process, applicant understanding, and 
consistency and uniformity in administration of Admission on Motion. 
 

 Therefore, pursuant to Rules 33 through 38 of the Arizona Rules of the Supreme Court, 
as amended, and Article VI, Section 3, of the Arizona Constitution, 

 
 IT IS ORDERED adopting the following provisions pertaining to Admission on Motion 

and the Schedule of Fees in “Attachment A”: 
 

A. Applicability.   
 
1. This Order applies to all applicants applying for Admission on Motion pursuant to 

Rule 38(h). 
 

2. Individuals who were previously admitted to the practice of law in Arizona are 
not eligible for Admission on Motion pursuant to Rule 38(h). 

 
B. Active Practice of Law.   

 
1. Admission on Motion requires an applicant to claim the “active practice of law” 

for a period of five of the past seven years preceding application.  The “active 
practice of law” is further defined to require that at all times in the durational 
period the applicant has: 
 
a. Held a law license in “active” status; 

 
b. Spent one thousand (1,000) hours or more per year engaged in the practice of 

law, for each of the required five years in the durational period, and  
 



c. Derived at least fifty percent (50%) of non-investment income from the 
practice of law. 

 
2. Applicants employed as corporate counsel in Arizona who have no other 

supporting active practice do not meet the requirement of “active practice of law” 
for work rendered as corporate counsel while not licensed or registered in 
Arizona. 

 
3. Service as full-time law school faculty pursuant to Rule 38(h)(2)(C) qualifies as 

the “active practice of law.”   
 

C. Reciprocal Jurisdictions.  The Court shall approve and the Administrative Office of 
the Courts shall maintain a list of jurisdictions considered “reciprocal” to Arizona, 
and shall post the list publicly on the Supreme Court website.  The Court may modify 
the list of reciprocal jurisdictions based upon recognition and rule changes in other 
jurisdictions.  The status of reciprocal jurisdictions will be considered current as of 
the date of receipt of application for admission on motion and “reciprocal” status of 
jurisdiction determined as of that date. 

 
D. Applicability of Rules.  
 

1. The provisions of Rule 37(b) and Rule 37(c) pertaining to the oath of admission 
and retention and confidentiality of records shall apply to applicants for 
Admission on Motion, except that applicants shall take the oath of admission 
within five years from the date of the application.  The provisions of Rule 37(e) 
pertaining to immunity from civil suit for the Court, Committee on Character and 
Fitness and staff, employees and agents shall apply to Admission on Motion.  
 

2. All provisions of Rule 36, Rules of the Supreme Court, except for Rule 
36(e)(6)(C) pertaining to conditional admission, shall apply to applicants for 
Admission on Motion. 

 
E. Application and Fees.  

 
1. Applicants are eligible to apply for Admission on Motion beginning January 4, 

2010 and shall apply using the online application process, unless the applicant 
claims a special need that prevents the applicant from submitting an electronic 
application. 
 

2. An applicant for Admission on Motion shall complete and submit an application 
and an affidavit describing the applicant’s active practice of law for the durational 
period. 

 
3. An applicant shall pay an Admission on Motion application fee as specified in 

“Attachment A.”  There shall be no refund of the Admission on Motion 
application fee for any reason, including denial of admission, withdrawal of the 



application, or failure to pursue admission after application, regardless of the date 
of notification by the applicant.  Credit for the fees paid by applicants who 
withdraw or fail to pursue admission after application will be applied to the 
applicant for two years from the date of the original application. 

 
 

Dated this 7th day of October, 2009. 
 
 FOR THE COURT: 
 
 
 
 __________________________________________ 
 REBECCA WHITE BERCH 
 Chief Justice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“ATTACHMENT A” 
SCHEDULE OF FEES 

FOR ADMISSION ON MOTION  
 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 4, 2010 
 

 
FORM FEE 

Application Fee $1800
 

 
The Application Fee includes all fees for admission including the certification investigation, 
fitness investigation, the required course on Arizona law and the administrative fee.  The 
administrative fee includes the Administrative Office of the Courts fee, Clerk of the Court filing 
fee and the State Bar/Bench fee.  Dues for State Bar membership are assessed separately.  

 
 

OTHER FEES 
 

 FEE

NSF Fee $ 40

 
 
 
 
 

 


